GERGURARK Td COLLE@GEORS: 


PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1874. 

Having succeeded in discovering and purchasing the dies of the Con- 
tederate Cent, we, the undersizned, have concluded to strike for the benefit 
of Collectors a limited number, and in order to protect those gentlemen who 
had the nickel pieces, originally struck in 1861, we determined to strike 
none in that metal. Our intention was to strike five hundred in copper, but 
after the fifty-fifth impression the collar burst-and the dies were badly broken. 
They are now in the possession of Mr. Haseltine, and may be seen at any 
time at his store, No. 1343 Chestnut Strect, Philadelphia. 

The history of this piece is probably known to most Collectors, but, for 
the information of those who are ignorant of the facts, we will state that 
the dies were made by Mr. Lovett. ot Philadelphia, in 1861, who says that 
they were ordered in that year tor the South, and thit he struck but twelve 
pieces, but probably thinking that he might have some difficulty in refer- 
ence to them (having made the dies for the South), he mentioned the matter 
to no one unti} a few months since. when he parted with ten pieces, struck in 
nickel, which he stated were all le nad, having lost two pieces One of the 
said lost pieces was the means of the dies and pieces being traced. Al- 
though the Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, it will always be 
considered interesting as (he only coinage designed for the said confederacy. 

Description. —Obverse, 1861; ead of Liberty; inscription, “Confederate 
States of America: reverse. a wreath of ears of corn and wheat, with a 
cotton bale at the bottom: in the centre, the words ‘41 Cent."" The restrikes 
were struck by Peter L. Krider, Ne 618 Chestnut Street, and we now offer 


them at the following prices: 


Gold, only seven struck, each, . : ; e : $30 00 
Silver, only twelve struck, each, ee A : 15.00 
Copper, only fifty-five struck, each, . ? - : : 4 00 

Nickel, origina!s struck in 1S61, pe four left, eck, : - 20 00 


All orders to be addressed to J. W. Haseltine. No 1343 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
Respectfully, ~ J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE. 


PHILADELPAIA, April 2, 1874. 

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the following is the exact 
number of pieces restruck from the dies of the Confederate Cent mentioned 
in the forgoing circular, and that the dies are now broken, 

Seven in Gold, 

Twelve in Silver, | 


Fifty-five in Copper, 
J. COLVIN RANDALL, 


JOHN W. HASELTINE, 
PETER L. KRIDER. - 


See RN, EA I ln ME 


146 Futton St., New York Ciry, 


October 17th, 1879. 


DEAR SiR: 
It is with great pleasure we present you with the 

re-strike Confederate Half Dollar, subscribed for on the 
ult., and hope’ it will meet with your approbation. We regret 
the delay in forwarding, which was caused by the die breaking on 
the first trial, it then had to be set ina heavy steel band to prevent 
further damage; before risking the die again on the hard silver, we 
thought it advisable to strike the requisite number (500) in white 
metal, with the following inscription for a reverse: “4 ORIGINALS 
STRUCK BY ORDER OF C. S. A. IN NEW ORLEANS 1861. ******® 
REV, SAME AS U.S. (FROM Oricinat Dig . Scott).” These will 
be sold in any quantity to those who subscribed to the Silver Con- 
federate piece; at 50 cents each. It was with difficulty we 
procured the 500 Half-Dollars of a special mintage, on which the 
pieces have been struck by a new method over genuine 1861 N. O. 
‘mint U. S. half-dollars, and in consequence they must rank high 
above ordinary re-struck coins. ; 

The die (damaged only sufficiently to prevent re-striking,) is 
a very valuable and interesting relic, and is now for sale. Price, $50. 

Up to the roth inst. we received orders for 567 pieces; the 
odd 67 subscribers have been supplied from a like number of 
patrons who ordered two copies; this we concluded would be 
the more equitable plan for all parties concerned. Amateurs 
who ordered two will please remember that by this plan they. 
certainly get one, whereas if they had drawn for chances they 
might have been left without any. We have received quite a 
number of orders since the roth inst., all of which we are unable 
to fill, unless some of our subscribers, who get two, will kindly 
return one, for which we will be pleased to pay $2.50. 
Respectfully, 

SCOTT & COMPANY. 
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PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1874. 

Having succeéded in discovering und purehasing the dies of the Con- 
federate Cent, we, the undersigned, have concluded to strike for the benefit 
of Collectors a limited number, and in order to protect those gentlemen who 
had the nickel pieces, originally struck in 1861, we determined to strike 
none in that metal. Our intention was to strike five hundred in copper, but 
after the fifty-fifth impression the collar burst and the dies were badly broken. 
They are now in the possession of Mr. Hascltine, and may be seen at any 
time at his store, No. 1348 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The history of this piece is probably known to most Collectors, but, for 
the information of those who are ignorant of the facts, we will state that 
the dies were made by Mr. Lovett, of Philadelphia, in 1861, who says that 
they were ordered in that year for the South, and tht he struck but twelve 
pieces, but probably thinking that he might have some difficulty in refer- ~ 
ence to them (having made the dies for the South), he mentioned the matter 
to no one until a few months since, when he parted with ten pieces, struck in 
nickel, which he stated were all he nad, having lost two pieces. One of the 
said lost -pieces was the means of the dies and pieces being traced. Al- 
though the Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, it will always be 
considered interesting as the only coinage designed for the said confederacy. 

Description.—Obverse, 1861; head of Liberty; inscription, ‘‘Confederate 
States of Americi;’? reverse, a wreath of ears of corn and wheat, with a 
cotton bale at the bottom; in the centre, the words ‘‘1 Cent.’’ The restrikes 
were struck by Peter L. Krider, No. 618 Chestnut Biel and we now Offer 
them at the following prices: 


Gold, only seven struck, each, . = ee hed : ; j $30 00 
Silver, only twelve struck, each, . : ‘ : : y 15 00 
Capoe only fifty-five struck, each, . : ate oe 4 00 
Nickel, origina!s struck in 1861, te four left, eel ; ; 20 00 
All orders to be addressed to J. W. Haseltine. No 1348 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelplia. 
Respectfully, J. COLVIN RANDALL, 


JOHN W. HASELTINE. 





PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1874. 
We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the following is the exact 
number of pieces restruck from the dies of the Confederate Cent mentioned 
in the forgoing circular, and that the dies are now broken, 
Seven in Gold, 
Twelve in Silver, 
Fifty-five in Copper, 
J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE, 
PETER L. KRIDER. 


146 Futton St., New York Ciry, 
October 17th, 1879. 


DEAR SIR: 
It is with great pleasure we present you with the 


re-strike Confederate Half Dollar, subscribed for on the 


ult., and hope it will meet with your approbation. We regret 


the delay in forwarding, which was caused by the die breaking on 
the first trial, it then had to be set in a heavy steel band to prevent 
further damage; before risking the die again on the hard silver, we 
thought it advisable to strike the requisite number (500) in white 
metal, with the following inscription for a reverse: “4 ORIGINALS 
STRUCK BY ORDER OF. Cx 5, AV IN. NEWORLEANG 1061... * * * SEP 
REV. SAME AS U.S. (FROM OricinaL Diz . Scotr).” These will 
be sold in any quantity to those who subscribed to the Silver Con- 
federate piece; at. 50 cents each. It was with difficulty we 
procured the 500 Half-Dollars of a special mintage, on which the 
pieces have been struck by a new method over genuine 1861 N, O. 
mint U. S. half-dollars, and in consequence they must rank high 
above ordinary re-struck coins. 

The die (damaged only sufficiently to prevent re-striking, ) is 
a very valuable and interesting relic, and is now for sale. Price, $50. 

Up to the roth inst. we received orders for 567 pieces; the 
odd 67 subscribers have been supplied from a like number of 
patrons who ordered two copies; this we concluded would be 
the more equitable plan for all parties concerned. Amateurs 
who ordered two will please remember that by this plan they 
certainly get one, whereas if they had drawn for chances they 
might have been left without any. We have received quite a 
number of orders since the roth inst., all of which we are unable 
to fill, unless some of our subscribers, who get-two, will kindly 
return one, for which we will be pleased to pay $2.50. 

Respectfully, 
SCOTT & COMPANY 
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FOR SALE. | 
2FRIECH Si98C0 Ba. 
CONFEDERATE “HALE DOLLAR. 


SCOTT & COMPANY are pleased to be able to announce to Collectors, that they 
have purchased the eclebrated Confederate half dollar, together with the die from 
which it was struck. They are therefore enabled to make the following offers to Am- 
atuers who mav wish to possess a re-strike of this interesting Coin : 

500 Coins will be struck from the original die, in s2/ver of the weight and fineness of 
the original, after which the dir will he destroyed, These 500 will be supplied to Nu- 
mismatists at the rate of $2 00 each, and to insure a fuir distribution, the following rules 
will be followed 

1. The Coins will be ready for distribution on the 15th of October, 1879. 

2. Names of Collectors desiring to purchase, accompanied by the cash will be receiy- 
ed up to the 10th of October. 

3. No more than two of the Coins will be supplied to any one person. , 

4; If the number of subscriptions received exveed 500, the names will be written on 
slips and Five hundred names drawn to whom the Coins will immediately be sent ; 
while the money will be returned to those remaining. 

5, In the event of the dic breaking before the requisite 500 Coins have been struck, 
we shall immediately stop subscriptions and send out the number coined in the order 
in which the names were received 

6G As we consider this Coin to be the most interesting one ever struck in America, 
and have no doubt of its value as an investment, we pledge ourselves to re-purchase 
all offered us within one year from date at $2.00 each or at any time during the year 
1881 at $3.00 each. in 1832 at $3.25 or in 1883 at $3.50 each; but they will in all 
probability be selling at $5 00 each before this year has expired. 

The original Coin, cone of four—the other three being lost) can be had for $1,000 a 
written guarantee of genuineness and surrender value, accompanies the piece. 

The die, damaged so as to prevent restriking can be purchased for $50. 

While offering this valuable Coin for sale, a short account of it will prove interesting 
to purchasers, om remarks will aecessarily be brief as we prefer to introduce sworn 
documents in preference to our own speculation. 

On the 4th day of February, 1861, a party of conspirators organized an armed rebel- 
lion to the government of the United States and having taken possession of the U. S. 
branch Mint loeated at New Orleans on the 28th day of February, 1261, ordered the 
Superintendent, Mr. Wm A, Elmore, to prepare diés for striking silver coins for use in 
those parts of the United States which were in rebellion ; the time being short and skill- 
ed labor searee, he economised hoth by using for a Reverse, the die which had been 
heretofore employed in striking the Obverse of the U. S. half dollar of that year, mak- 
ing an‘entirely new Obverse die, which was engraved by A II. M. Peterson—under the 
snperintendance of Chief Coiner, B. F. Taylor, from these dies four (4) coins were struck 
which were disposed of as follows: 

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy. | 

Prof. Riddel, of the University of Louisiana, one to each. 
Dv. EF, Ames of New: Orleans, 

Dr. B. F. ‘Taylor, Chief Coiner of New Orleans Mint. 

All the parties connected with the mint, are now living in New Orleans; they have 
made affidavits to the facts, as has been stated and are willing to verify them when de- 
‘sired. Thus it will be seen that the coin is genuine and fully authenticated beyond all 
donbt, and also it must be considered as one of the U.S. Series, for it was struck at the 
U.S. branch Mint by’U.S. Officials with one of the regular U, S, dies, and from Govern- 
ment silver, the fact of the states being in rebellion, does not alter.the facts of the case; 
for if we are to exelude this piece from the series, we must also strike out either the 
Siege pieees of Charles T or the coins of the Commonwealth from the English series ; to 
say nothing of the vast array of Roman coins issued under similar circumstances ; but 
we doubt if there is any Numismatist bigoted enough to affirm this, therefore, it must be 
placed at the head of the American series, being much rarer than the 1804 dollar of which 
at least eightare known, while this is unique. For historic interest there is only one other 
in the series which has any history attached to it, we refer to the “ Franklin cent” which 
heralded the birth of a Nation: while ‘the Confederate half dollar shows the. at- 








~tempted.destruction of freedom on the American Continent, and its rarity will slow 


to distant ages the futility of the attempt. 
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FOR SALE. 
PIRAICE Si0800 6. 
CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR. 
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SCOTT & COMPANY sre pleased te be able to awnounee to Collectors, that they 
have purchased the ¢elebrated Conteterate half deilir, together with the sis from 
which it waa struck. ‘They are therefer: enabied to wake the fallowing offers to Am. 
atnors whe may wish f) possess a re-strike of this Reerosting Cov —— 

560 Coins will be «truck from the osigival die, in edeer of the wright and fnencas of 
the ériginal, after which the dir will ie destroyed, ‘i ywwe 500 will Fo supplied t) Nu- 
nii<matists at the rate of #2 00 each, and to insure a fur distribution, tee following rules 
will be followed 

1. The Coins will be ready fur dieteibutioen on the 1th of October, (47%. 

2 Names of (sllectors desiring © purchmw:, accompanied by the cox: «be reveis 
ed upto the 1Sth of October. 

3, No more than two of the Coins will Se sapplied & any one pore” 

4. Tf the number of subscriptions racetved exceed $99), the names «ili Se written on 
slips and Five hundred uames Sreen t% whom the Coins will immediately be sent 
while the money will be returni<) © those remaining, 

5. In the event of the die troahiag before the reesimite 500 Coma have been struck, 
we shall imuediately step sabscriptions and sence ows the number coined in the order 
in whit the names weee received 

5 As we consider this Coin to he the most interesting one ever strick in America, 
and have no doubt of its value as sn ineestment, we pledge ourselves te re-purchase 
all offered us within one vei trom date at €2 9% each of at emy time daring the year 
Isat at 83.00 each, in }™S2 at 3.25 or ia 1483 at $4.50 each; but they will in al! 
probability be selling at 84 00 each before this year has expired. : 

The original Com. cone of four—the other three being toxt} ean tw hed for $1000 9 
written guarnotee of genuineness and eurrender vaine, accotipanies the piece, 

The die, damaged so as to prevent restriking cou be purchased far S5U, 

While offering this valuable Com for sale, a short accouat of 18 will prove is teresting 
to purchasers, out remarks will mesessarily be brief as we prefer to introduce sworn 
documents in prelerence io our own speculation. 

On the 4th day of February, 1861, a party of conspiraters organized an arme } rebel- 
lion to the governinent of the United States and having taken possession of the C. 8, 
branch Mint lovated at New Orleans onthe 28th day of February, 1e61.serdered the 
Superintendent, Mr. Win A Eimore. to prepare dies for striking silver ecins for use in 
those parts of the United States which were in rebellion , the Lime being short and skiil- 
ed labor searee, he economised both by using for.a Reverse, the die which had been 
heretofore employed in striking the Obrerse of the U, S. half doilar of that year, mak- 
ing an entirely new Obverse die, which was engraved by A H. M. Peterson—under the 
snperintendance of Chief Coiner, B. F. Taylor, from these dies four (4) coms were struck 
which were disposed of as follows : 

Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy. 

Prof. Riddel, of the University of Louisiana, one ta each, 
Dr. E. Ames of New Orleans. 

Dr. B. F. Taylor, Chief Coiner of New Orleans Mint. 

All the parties connected with the mint, are now living in New Orleans; they have 
made affidavits to the facts, as has been stated and are willing to verify them when de- 


sired. Thus it will be seen that the coin is genuine and fully authenticated beyond all 


doubt, and also it must be considered as one of the U. 8. Series, for it was struck at the 
U. S. branch Mint by U.S. Officials with one of the regular U, S, dies, and from Govern- 
ment silver, the fyct of the states being in rebellion, does not alter the facts of the case ; 
for if we are to exclude this piece from the series, we must also strike out either the 
Siege pieces of Charles I or the coins of the Commonwealth from the English series ; to 
say nothing of the vast array of Roman coins issued ander similar circumstances ; but 
we doubt if there is any Numismatist bigoted enough to affirm this, therefore, it must be 
placed at the head of theAmerican series, heing much rarer than the 1804 dollar of which 
at least eight are known, while this is unique. For historic interest there is only one other 
in tive series which has any history attached to it, we refer to the “ Franklin cent” which 


heralded the birth of a Nation; while the Confederate half doUar shows the at- 


tempted destruction of freedom on the American Continent, and its rarity will slow 
to di-tant ages the futility of the attempt. ; 
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History of the Recently Discovered 


CONFEDERATE SILVER HALF DOLLAR. 





s RE Kod tales sid recorded as an historical 
OE fact tat tic Southern Confederacy had no metallic 
epurrency. After a lapse of eighteen years, evidence 
“pow presents ifsetf te show that four coins were struck 
“eff at the New Orleans Mint while that place was in 
,. the possession of the Confederate Government. This 
' diseevery has been brought about by an article pre- 

pared by us forthe Philadelphia Publie Reeord, and 

inserted in that. paper January Qud, under the caption 

of “ A Craze FoR waza Pm achich eave the uicy prices 
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Mint was taken possession of by the Confederates in 


April, 1861, the original dies of the United States were | 
cancelled in the presence of the officials connected — 
with the building. The Confederaté Cabinet, which ¢ 
was then sitting “al Montgomery, issued orders for a © 
Confe-lerate Coin. The design, as herein represented, 
was submitted and approved, and orders were issued 
for the striking off of specimen pieces. ‘Four half 
dollars were accordingly coined. Then came an 
obstacle. The Confederate Government found that 
it hud nat eontrol of sufficient bullion to preceed with 
an issue of coins, and, consequently, the matter was 
deferred, and a temporary issye; e ecg es 
decided upon. The supsegey ' 
ates threw the sortigy e. ; 
Of thé four ¢ol 
one of the offted 
second was presented te Proféssc ‘Biddle; of the 4 
versity of Louisiana; the third, to “Dr, Ames, of New 
Orleans, and the fourth was retained by Chief Comer 
Taylor. 
it is a noteworthy fact that all the individuals who 
were connected with the coinage, including the Super- 
intendent of the Mint, Assayer, Coiner, Engraver, Die 
Sinker, down to the man who held the chisel and 
used the hammer in the ‘cancelling of the old and | 
new dies, are.living at the present time.” 
Early in April, Mr. Taylor sent us the original coin 
together with the obverse die,.requesting us to make 
publie the existance of a Confederate Coin, and-gel at 
rest the long disputed question concerning | 
‘of coins by the Confederate States during | 
rebellion. it -was Mr. Taylor's desire thal the coin 
die skould become the property of some hi 

























bid all offers from. witha tae bodies 


coiner of the Confderate States Mint, 


coim was siruck, were sacrificed for a few hundred 
dollars to an enterprising coin dealer in New York. 
The U.S. Government took a far greater interest than 
numiamatists and historians generally, as the subjoined 


correspondence taken from the New Orleans Picayune, © 


of April 9th, which. we think ow sufficient interest to 


. Teprint, will amply testify to. . 


CONFEDERATE ARCHIVES. 


The Mint during the Civil War—Corespondence be- 
tween the Chief Coiner and Gen. Marcus Wright. 


The following correspondence in relation to the 
history of the Mint in this city ‘while it was under the 
control of the Confederate States Government will be 
found interesting : . 


Adjutant General’s Office, 
WaAsHINGTON, March 27th, 1879. 


Dr. B. F. Taylor, New Orleans, La. : 


Dear Sir:—The inclosed circulars will explain to 
you the nature of the. duties neSh which Tam now 
engaged : 

I beg to refer you to my friends, Gens. Beauregard 
and Hood, and Capt. Pierce of your city, for my ser- 
vice in the Confederate army. I would like to have 
from you for file with the Confederate archives, a let- 
ter stating when and where you were appointed chief 
instructions 
received, copies of originals of any official papers, 
sketches, descriptions, ete,, of all the coins made, etc. 
This will make a valuable addition to Confederate his- 
tory, and I know no one but you can give it. 

Very truly, yours, 
Marcus J. Wricur. 


War Department, - 


7 REPLY. 


New On.eans, La., April 7th, 1879. 
To Hon. Marcus J, Wright : 


Dear Sir:—Your favor requesting a statement of 
the history of the New Orleans Mint, in reference to 
the coinage under the Confederate Government, is 
received. — 

That institution was turned over by the State of 
Louisiana the last of February, 1861, to the Confed- 
erate States of America, the old officers being retained 
and confirmed by the Government, viz: Wm. A. 
Elmore, Superintendent; A. J. Guirot, Treasurer; 
M. F. Bonzano, M. D., Melter and Refiner and 
Howard Millspaugh, Assayer, 

In the month of April orders were issued by Mr. 
Memminger, Secretary of the Treasurer, to the effect 
that designs for half dollar coins should he submitted 
to. him for approval. 

Among several sent, the one approved Bote on the 


obverse of the coin a representation of the Goddess of — 
taper surrounded by thirteen aah fee ie , 


Y Be 3 vt 
Pak kA HR ENG MM ahd: Ge TER + 


May 20th, in Boston. 


thetien. tales Fak the Confers rung, 
and on the a the figures i 

On the reverse Share: isa nahild with seven stars, 
representing the. geet 
a liberty cap, and. us ndit stalks of sagar 
cane ad cotton. . } Fis, + C 
States of “America.” "The pas cwere engraved by 7% 
H. M. Peterson, sinner ‘and die striker, who is now 
living in Commercial Place. They were prepared for 
the coining press by ‘Conrad, Schmidt, foreman of the 






coining room, (who. is still: Jliving,). from which four . 


pieces only were struck. 
About this period an order came froni the Secretary 
suspending operations on account of the difficulty. of 


_ obtaining bullion, and the Mint was closed April 30th, 


PAG) aCe 

Of the four pieces mentioned one was sent to the 
Government, one presented to Prof. Biddle, af the 
University of Louisiana, one to Dr. E. Ames, of New 
Orleans, the remaining one being retained by myself. 
Upon diligent inquiry I am unable to find but one 
piece besides my own, that being in the possession of 
a Confederate officer of this city, who transmits it to 
his son as a souvenir of his father’s services in the 
Confederate cause. 

So soon as copies are made I will take pleasure in 
sending you a specimen for the archives you represent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. Taytor, M. D., 
Formerly. Chief Coiner C..S...A.:.- 
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VARIETIES OF AMERICAN COIN. 


‘c it not a little remarkable that, with all the close 


attention given by numismatic societies and collec- | 


tors to our country’s coinage that varieties of U.S 
coins existing in profusion for many years, are entirely 
unknown to the makers of coin catalogues, price lists, 
and numismatic journals. There is a U. S. silver half 
dollar which was coined at the San Francisco, Califor- 
nia Mint in 1866, bearing upon the reverse a label hav- 


ing the legend “In God we Trust” inscribed therein; | 


but, strange to say, there are few collectors aware— 
at any rate, we have not seen the fact published—that 
there is also a half dollar issued the same year, from 
the same mint, without the aforementioned label and 
legend. Here are two distinct varieties of the U.S. 
silver half dollar, and why have they not been noticed 
during the past thirteen years? We shall call atten- 
tion to similar instances in a future number. 
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PUBLIC COIN SALE. 





oer 





W E are under obligations to friend Henry Cook, of 
Boston, for a few catalogues of his “ Collection 
of Ancient and Modern Coins, Medals, Congressional, 
State and Colonial Paper Money,” ete., sold Tuesday, 
Regret we could not attend. 
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coin was struck, were sacrificed for a few hundred 
dollars to an enterprising coin dealer in New York. 
The U. S. Government took a far greater interest than 
numismatists and historians generally, as the subjoined 
correspondence taken from the New Orleans Picayune, 
of April 9th, which we think of sufficient interest to 


_ reprint, will amply testify to. 


CONFEDERATE ARCHIVES. 


The Mint during the Civil War—Corespondence be- 
tween the Chief Coiner and Gen. Marcus Wright. 


The following correspondence in relation to the 
history of the Mint in this city while it was under the 
control of the Confederate States Government will be 
found interesting : 


War Department, \ 
Adjutant General’s Office, 
WASHINGTON, March 27th, 1879. J 


Dr. B. F. Taylor, New Orleans, La. : 


Dear Sir :—The inclosed circulars will explain to 
you the nature of the. duties upon which I am now 
engaged : 

I beg to refer you to my friends, Gens. Beauregard 
and Hood, and Capt. Pierce of your city, for my ser- 
vice in the Confederate army. I would like to have 
from you for file with the Confederate archives, a let- 
ter stating when and where you were appointed chief 
coiner of the Confderate States Mint, instructions 
received, copies of originals of any official papers. 
sketches, descriptions, etc,, of all the coins made, ete. 
This will make a valuable addition to Confederate his- 
tory, and I know no one but you ean give if. 

Very truly, yours, 
Marcus J. Wricar. 


REPLY. 


New Ornueans, La., April 7th, 1879. 


To Hon. Marcus J. Wright: 


Dear Sir:—Your favor requesting a statement of 
the history of the New Orleans Mint, in reference to 
the coinage under the Confederate Governmen|, is 
received. 

That institution was turned over by the State of 
Louisiana the last of February, 1861, to the Confed- 
erate States of America, the old officers being retained 


and confirmed by the Government, viz: Wm. A. 
Elmore, Superintendent; A. J. Guirot, Treasurer ; 
M. F. Bonzano, M. D., Melter and Refiner; and 


Howard Millspaugh, Assayer, 

In the month of April orders were issued by Mr. 
Memminger, Secretary of the Treasurer, to the effect 
that designs for half dollar coins should be submitted 
to him for approval. 

Among several sent, the one approved bore on the 
obverse of the coin a representation of the Goddess of 
Liberty, surrounded by thirteen stars, denoting the 
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thirteen States from whence the Confederacy sprung, 
and on the lower rim the figures 1861. 

On the reverse there is a shield with seven stars, 
representing the seceding States; above the shield is 
a liberty cap, and entwined around it stalks of sugar 
cane and cotton. The inseription is, ‘“ Confederate 
States of America.” The dies were engraved by A. 
H. M. Peterson, engraver and die striker, who is sew 
living in Commercial Place. They were prepared for 
the coining press by Conrad Schmidt, foreman of the 
coining room, who is still living,) from whieh feur 
pieces only wi struck. 

About Hus period an order came from the Seeretiry 
suspending operations on | count of the difficuity of 
obtaining bullion, and the Mist was closed April 30th, 
1&6i. 

Of the four jasces mentioned one was sent to the 
Government, one presented to Prof. Badelie, of the 
University of Louisiana, one to l*# EO Aas, of New 
Orleius, the remaining on tes retained by myself. 
Upon diligent inquiry | ami unabie to find but one 
piece besides my OWh, tial being in the possesion of 
a Confederate officer of this city, whe tres#amd= & t 
his son as a souvenir of his fathers services in the 
Confederate cause, 

So soon as copies are tade | will take pleasure in 
sending you a specimen for the archives you rep 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. Taytor, M. D., 


Mormerty ( tenef (domes a, isa: 
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it not a little remarkable that, wilft gl! the elawe 
abel eee 


co p ae 
ys 


attention given by miaagisencte: sos ttn 
tors to our country’s commas thal wanetes of Fos 
coins existing in profusion for many years, ar> embiredy 
uuknows fo the makers of coin catalogues, priex Sats, 
atid Hiitarsiaert iy There wx to ~ sieg half 
dollar wlick cibeat af the ‘ atfor- 
nia Mint in 1866, bearing upon the reveese a label hav- 
ing the legend “In God we Trust” inscribed therein; 
but, ‘o say, there are few collectors aware— 
at any behest hoee nat seen the fed sublished—that 
there is also a tail dolce iy. eae year, from 
the same mint, without the aferccccotened label and 
legend. Here are two distinet varetes of the U.S. 
silver hall dollar, and why lave they not been noticed 
during the past thirteen years? We shall eall atten- 
tion to similar instances ina future number. 


surerals, 


Wits Met F PPA Rett. 


sbyurreete: 


iim 


— $—<————-: + 


PUBLIC COIN SALE, 


OQ 7 Fare under obligations to friend Henry Cook, of 
Ww 3oston, for a few catalogues of his “ Collection 
of Ancient and Modern Coins, Medals, Congressional, 
State and Colonial Paper Money,” etc., sold Tuesday, 
May 20th, in Boston. Regret we could not attend. 
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rane Cc 8. A ‘Half Dollars, 


We add our testimony to the truthfulness of the following communi- 
eation, which appeared in the New Orleans Daly Preayune, April 26th, 
entitled : 

THE CONFEDERATE COINS. 

Concerning the four Confederate coins, of which mueh has been 
written and said, Dr. Taylor makes the following statement, which 
explains itself’: 

New Orveans, April 24, 1882. 

Editor Picayune :—The story copied in vot paper from the Augusta 
News of the 14th, purporting to be made by A. IL. Peterson, of Denver, 
to the effect that “one Dr. B. FL Taylor, Chie f Coiner of the Mint in 
1861, tried to strike off a large number of coins, atter the war, solely 
to sell to numismatists at high prices.” is wholly untrue. 

Three years since, the facts and history, with the proof thereof, were 
published i in the Picayune of the four Contederate coins made in 1861. 

About the time above mentioned I sold the coin then in my pos- 
patel through Messrs. Mason & Co., numisinatists, of P hiladelphia, 

» Mr. Scott, of New York, with the die. That gentleman recently 
aed, as reported by the New York Ties, the game coin at public 
auction for the sum of S870. 

It is true that Mr. Peterson did, in 1861, make the die, but he nor 
any other person ever had it in their possession, nor were there any 
coins “attempted” to be made subsequently; but the coin and die were 
delivered to the Messrs. Mason & Co., as they will testity. 

After diligent inquiry during the past three years [ have been un- 
able to locate any other of the tour pieces. 

The foregoing facts are given in justice to the public and to all par- 
ties concerned, but more pe ticularly to the numismatist who paid his 
$870 for the coin. Very respectfully, 

B. F. Tayror, M. D. 

We would add that Bs & Co., of New York, restruck from the 
original die, (using 1861 U.S. half dollars), several hundred pieces, and 
perhaps Mr. Peterson Atnanead it was Dr. Taylor. It is now in order 
for Peterson to Ta Aad to our friend Taylor sn then subside. 


neaebiane singe ‘Depavimdnt 
This department will be omitted from the present volume of our 
magazine, the stamp business being condueted as usual by C. Edward 
Mason at this office, who will issue a separate stamp paper and send 
cireulars to all stamp collectors. 
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DECEASED. 








Dr. M. W. Dickeson, a numismatist of fifty years’ experience, and 
author of Dickeson’s Manual of Coins, died suddenly, at the age of 
70 years, on April 14th, at his residence, No. 211 Lombard street, 
this city. Doctor Dickeson was an energetic worker in certain fields 
of science, meeting with varied success and uncertain applause. He 
graduated at the Pa. University of Medicine, this city, and-was a 
surgcon in the Mexican war. 

As a geologist, mineralogist, and archeologist he possessed con- 
siderable talent, and filled important positions in different States en- 
gaged in geological researches. His knowledge of the American 
Indians and‘“Mound Relics” generally was extensive,and he has left to 
the world many evidences of his industry and discoveries. As a 
numismatist, Dr. Dickeson was best known and least appreciated; his 
peculiar views on this subject not being in accord with the advanced 
works upon this science. The writers’ acquaintance with the doctor ex- 
tended back to 1860 (see sketch on first page) and he always found 
him a social companion gifted with endowments of no ordinary char- 
acter, and as a conversationalist entertaining in the extreme. As a 
physician, or surgeon he would have been successful; in all other 
branches of his employment his success yas limited. Peace to his 
ashes 





Restoring Worn Coins. 


Dr. A. H. Best, of Savannah, Ga., has accidentally discovered a 
method of bringing out dates and designs on worn silver coins. He 
was silver-plating a small article with silver cyanide solution, and used 
an old Spanish silver coin as anode. The coin was worn perfectly 
smooth, and had been hammered to twice its original size; yet in a 
little while after it was put in the bath, every letter and figure became 
plainly visible. The date, 1800, though defaced so as to be beyond 
deciphering with a powerful glass, became plain. 


Old worn silver coins can be improved by heating, but we caution 
the experimenter in using either plan, to be careful and not try it on a 
very rare piece, as the slightest handling will remove all designs or 
figures that appear on the surface of a smooth coin. 
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PERSONAL NUMISMATIC. REMINISCENCES. 





By E. Mason, Jn.—No. 1. 


Strange numismatic coincidences occur at times, and strange incidents 
are not infrequent in the career of a numismatist. In the spring of 
1860 the writer was searching for a suitable store on one of the leading 
thoroughfares of Philadelphia to open business as a coin dealer. After 
several days of fruitless efforts to locate in just the right spot, a friend 
suggested North 2nd street as a suitable locality, where the country 
people with their wagons lined the sidewalks twice a week to dispose 
of the products of their farms. With this hint, the embryo coin dealer 
started from the centre of the city and walked north on the west side 
abont two miles without finding a store suitable for his business; but 
upon returning south on the east side, just below Buttonwood street, 
his eyes met a huge placard in the bulk window of an antique looking 
store, announcing “This Store to Let, Apply at 211 Lombard Street.” 
Losing no time in applying, he succeeded in securing the store for one 
year; but preliminary to the payment of rent the landlord inquired 
for what purpose the store was wanted—for the coin business,” was 
the reply. , 

This was the first interview we had and the first time we had 
heard of Montroville W. Dickeson, M. D., a coin collector of some 
thirty years standing, and the author of a large Coin Manual that had 
appeared the previous year. Strange that after so long a search, the 
coin dealer should happen to rent a store of a numismatist and find in 
the landlord the first patron at his new place of business. In a few 
days we opened out, displaying the numismatic treasures we had 
been gathering for several years, and Doctor Dickeson had the first 
pick from the Washington’s, the 93s, 99s, 04s, &c., at prices that 
were deemed fabulous by the inexperienced dealer, receiving as he 
did $1 each for good pieces of the dates named, which scarcely cost 
over two cents apiece in their collection. Here in the little 2nd street 
store we formed the acquaintance of Davis, Fewsmith, Nevil, Faaet, 
Brechemin, Gronberry, Smith, Carpenter, Warner, Wilkins, and hun- 
dreds of others; some of whom have been patrons of ours from that 
time to the present. In this little store a Granby copper was picked 
up for ten cents, the dealer being ignorant™of its value. Tere also 
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Faaet purchased of us a pair of uncireulated 1851 and 1852 U.S. dollars 
for $5 each. Here was offered by young Eckfeldt three genuine U.S. 
1804 dollars at $70 each, and nearly all the rare } cents in dozens of 
duplicates were purchased. Here also Wm. F. Packer, the governor 
of Pennsylvania, resorted to complete his valuable collection. Here 
the late J. J. Mickley visited and passed hours of social intercourse, 
and at this coin rendezvous many happy hours were spent with the 
collectors of “auld lang syne.” 

In future reminisences we shall have more to say of the little coin 


shop in Second street. 
(To Be ContTINveD.) 





4 Our New Heading. 

The photo-engraved heading that appears for the first time with 
this issue was made expressly for us by the Moss Engraving Company, 
of New York. The fuc-similies are from original coins, and we feel 
not a little proud of the correctness of the cut as a whole, and believe 
it far superior to cuts produced by the ordinary process of engraving 
on wood. 

Should any of our patrons require cuts of any kind, we should be 
pleased to estimate the cost and undertake the work. The cost is far 
below the old rates for wood engraving. 








Forewarned---Forearmed. 

The year 1882 is creeping on towards the end, and yet there are no 
U. S. silver half dollars, quarters or dimes coined for general circula- 
tion this year, and it is not likely there will be, and but a few thou- 
sand struck off for collectors in December; hence, the reflective collec- 
tor will perceive the necessity of keeping the matter in mind, else he 
will pay twice the intrinsic value of the coins in January, 1883, when 
they can be had at par in December, 1882. 











Three Volumes in One. 

We have a few complete volumes of the Coiy CoLtuectors’ HERALD, 

viz: Vols. I, IT, ITI, bound in boards as one volume—price $4. Single 

volumes, unbound, including Coin Catalogue—$1 each. Also a com- 

plete set of Mason’s Corn CoLtectors’ MaGaziNe, 1867 to 1872, (6 Vols.) 
price $15. 
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The C. 8. A. Half Dollars. 


We add our testimony to the truthfulness of the following communi- 
cation, which appeared in the New Orleans Daily Picayune, April 26th, 
entitled: 


THE CONFEDERATE COINS. 

Concerning the four Confederate coins, of which much has been 
written and said, Dr. Taylor makes the following statement, which 
explains itself: 

New Orueans, April 24, 1882. 

Editor Picayune:—The story copied in your paper from the Augusta 
News of the 14th, purporting to be made by A. H. Peterson, of Deny er, 
to the effect that ‘Gone Dr. B. F. Taylor, Chief Coiner of the Mint in 
1861, tried to strike off a large number of coins, after the war, solely 
to sell to numismatists at high prices,” is wholly untrue. 

Three years since, the facts and history, with the proof thereof, were 
published in the Picayune of the four Confederate coins made in 1861. 

About the time above mentioned I sold the coin then in my pos- 
session, through Messrs. Mason & Co., numismatists, of Philadelphia, 
to Mr. Scott, of New York, with the die. That gentleman recently 
sold, as reported by the New York Times, the same coin at public 
auction for the sum of $870. 

It is true that Mr. Peterson did, in 1861, make the die, but he nor 
any other person ever had it in their possession, nor were there any 
coins “attempted” to be made subsequently; but the coin and die were 
delivered to the Messrs. Mason & Co., as they will testify. 

After diligent inquiry during the past three years T have been un- 
able to locate any other of the four pieces. 

The foregoing facts are given in justice to the public and to all par- 
ties concerned, but more particularly to the numismatist who paid his 
$870 for the coin. Very respectfully, 

bak 2 TAYLOR, Mo: 


We would add that Scott & Co., of New York, restruck from the 
original die, (using 1861 U. S. half dollars), several hundred pieces, and 


perhaps Mr. Peterson supposed it was Dr. Taylor. It is now in order 


for Peterson to apologize to our friend Taylor and then subside. 





“Foreign Postage Department.” 

This department will be omitted from the present volume of our 
magazine, the stamp business being conducted as usual by C. Edward 
Mason at this office, who will issue a separate stamp paper and send 
circulars to all stamp collectors. 
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The Confederate Half-Dollars. 
From the New-Orleans Picayune. 


Concerning the four Confederate coins of which much has been 
written and said, Dr. Taylor makes the following statement, which 
explains itself: 


No. 26 Sr. CHARLES STREET, t 

New Or1eans, April 24, 1882. 

Editor Picayune: 
The story copied in your paper from the Augusta JVews of the 

14th, purporting to be made by A. H. Peterson, of Denver, to the 

effect that “one Dr. B. F. Taylor, Chief Coiner of the Mint in 1861, SS 

tried to strike off a large number of coins after the war solely to sell XN 

to numismatists at high prices” is wholly untrue. Three years 

since, the facts and history, with the proof thereof, were published : QB 

in the Picayune of the four Confederate coins made in 1861. About = 

the time above mentioned I sold the coin then in my possession, ee YX 

through Messrs. Mason & Co., numismatists, of Philadelphia, to Pe 

Mr. Scott, of New York, with the die. That gentleman recently 

sold, as reported by THE NEw York Times, the same coin at pub- 

lic auction for the sum of $870. It is true that Mr. Peterson did, 

in 1861, make the die, but neither he nor any other person ever 

had it in their possession, nor were there any coins ‘“‘attempted” to ~ 

be made subsequently, but the coin and die were delivered to the 

Messrs. Mason & Co., as they will testify. After diligent inquiry 

during the past three years, I have been unable to locate but one y - 

of the other four pieces, and that one is now in this city. The Ne 

foregoing facts are given in justice to the public and to all parties - 

concerned, but more particularly to the numismatist who paid his . 

$870 for the coin. Very respectfully, 


° B.. TAYDORS Me Py. 
: dn ee 
Answers to Correspondents. 


F. B., Albany.—We shall give a very full account of the _Bush- 
_ nell and other important auction sales in our next. 


J. W. K., Zanesville.—Your rubbing came just too late for our 
May No., and unfortunately got lost in moving. If you will send , 
us another will answer by mail. 
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cent is so rare as to séll readily for $15, and a half-dollar of the same year is 
worth sixty times its original value. While the half-cent of 1804 is common 
enough, all. the other coins of that year are rare, the dollar of that particular 
date being the rarest of all American coins. Only eight are known to exist 
out of the 19,570 that were coined. 





_ - A CONFEDERATE COIN DIE. 

S. H. Chapman, of Philadelphia, bought the original half-die, from which 
the Confederacy struck its half-dollar, for $31, on June 27, at the Herman sale, 
at No. 739 Broadway. The other side of the coin was made from a die in the 
New Orleans mint in 1861 Only four impressions were made, A cancellation 
of the die has been effected by a straight fite-cnt across the face, to preyent its 
further use. Otherwise it is in perfect condition. 





. _' A DOLLAR OF 1804. 

The belief that only seven of the 1804 silver dollars: were in existence has 
been an error, for the eighth one has turned up. Rosenthol Bros., dealers in 
Old iron, had a debtor in Virginia; from whom they tried vainly for some time 
to collect a bill of $500. Recently the Virginian sent the firm one of the much- 
Sought-for 1804 dollars. He stated that he sent the coin in payment of his bill 
and if the Rosenthol Bros. could sell it. for more than the total of the account 
they could keep the balance. 


The lowest price that one of these ‘now - 


- 


In explanation of how he came into possession of the dollar, the Virginian 


Wrote that he had bohght it for $30 from an old negro, who was ignorant of its 


rarity and value, and in whose family it had been for a long time. The Rosen- 
thole Crea vatt beet 2) Broilo Baa Reese Beer oy A fee ee ilies we FE ac ee any eee Rr ee ey 2 2 - 


Wers Ay. ore ere 
iy z 


or as much as’$100. A 1796 half-- 
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- THE N@MISMATIST. 





The subject of this sketch, well known te the readers of the Numismatist 
was born near Snydersburg, Carrol] Co.. Md., April 26, 1848. Tle graduated - 
Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg. in 1873, and in the Theological Sem nary i 
the same place in W876. Inimediately after graduating he entered ut np the 
work of the ministry at Valatie, N.Y. Eighteen months later he “4 | 


for an extende ; ogy i 
in extended tour through Egypt. Palestine. and Europe. 


wned 


became pastor of the First English Lutheran churchat Syracuse. N. Y.. where 
he still labors. In 1889 he made another extended trip in Eurone and will 
start again in June next to visit the most interesting places of the same con- 


tinent. 


Mr. Zimmerman is : Or eC’ ; i 
L, anis an lonorary secretary of the Palestine Exploration Soci- 


ety and is deeply interested in its work as well as that of the hye Explor | 
ai a | ’ , ed 


ation Society. He has studied numismaties for its historical and at hcologi- 
al value to the student aud assisted Funk & Wagniwls. the publistiers of the 

S ‘ ar Tom ary ’ eRe, Bat frm oo ‘ 
tandard Dictionary, ly furnishing the material for their subject on ancient 


coins. He is a student in the full sense of the word and has a ° 

Valuable library of standard works. The following qe li : ae Fs hes ie: 
number of the Hudson, N. Y., Daily Republican: “Rey ae } ses 
Inan, pastor of the English Lutheran ehurch, of Syracuse, Looks we aia aE 


scholar. He is an Egyptologist, and is well posted in the seryoe vf 
matics. especially in the department of Biblical coins and meduix: he ines 
honored with an invitation to lecture before one of the scient jas ; ee ee wat 
the World's Fair at Chicago. He is, too. a theologian page hag eet ~ of 
wondering why he has not, ere this date, been doctored. He isab a ee 
first men in the pulpit, an active pastor, and a busy man generally ai — 
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In June, 1879, he 


sion of American specimens. 
and a dollar of the year 1794 has often sold for as much as $LO0. 
vent isso rare as to sell readily for $15, anda half-dollar of the same year is 
worth sixty times its original value. 

nough, all the other coins of that year are rare, the dolar of that particular 
date being the rarest of all American coins. 
ett of the 19,570 that were eoined, 
-hanges hands for is $800. 


4 


\GAX 


According 
oneteen bundred years ago. 


Hester. 
vein of the Emperor Augustus, and gold, brass, and silver coins. to 


bent. were issued therefrom. 


Coin collectors have long felt great difficulty in making a complete collec- 


* - . ae . * ‘. 

s 1H. Chapman. of Philadelphia, bought the original halt-glie, from which 
the Confederacy struck its half-dollar, for $31, on June 27, at the Herman sale, 
No, 739 Broadway. 


Sew Orleans mint in 1861 
te die has been effected by a straight flie-cut across the face, to prevent its 
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usthier use. 
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rae belief that only seven of the 1804 silver dollars were in existence has 
+ an error, forthe eighth one has turned up. 


roth 
cjiect a bill of $900. Recently the Virginian sent the firm one of the much- 
aeht-for 1804 dollars. 
«suid keep the balance. 
explanation of how he came into possession of the dollar, the Virginian 


soak the dollar to the mint here and it was pronounced genuine. A coin 


\ ye rtect silver dollar of 1804, recently found with a skeleton in a tree in Tl- 
hows, sold for $1,350,—Cincinnati Enquirer. 


‘The total coinage of gold and silver, of the reign of Henry III, was £3,898; 
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HOOPER'S RESTRIKES. 
HOOPER’S RESTRIKES. 
THE FIRST SILVER COINS, 


to an old tradition, silver was first used asa coin in Great Britain 
A mint is said to have been established at Col- 




























in the county of Essex, England, by one of the native kings during the 
au small ex- 


RARE AMERICAN COINS. 


The United States coinage of 1793 is very rare, 
A 1796 halt- 


While the half-cent of 1804 is common 


Only eight are known to exist 
The lowest price that one of these now 
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A CONFEDERATE COIN DIE. 


The otber side of the coin was made from a die mn the 
Only four impressions were made. A cancellation 


Otherwise it is in perfeet condition. 


A DOLLAR OF J804. 


Rosenthol Bros.,dealers in 
had a debtor in Virginia, from whom they tried vainly for some time 


He stated that he sent the coin in payment of his bill 
Rosenthol Bros. could sell it for more than the total of the account 


the 


that he had bohght it for $80 from an old negro, who was ignorant of its 
and value, and in whose family it had been for a long time. The Rosen- 


ot has offered #350 for the dollar, but they refused the offer, as at an 
ji of coins bere one of the 1804 dollars sold for $1,000. 
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QUERIES. 


This Department is opentoall the readers of The Nuinismatist. A non de plume 
may be used if desired in either the asking or answering gueries. 


A saying we here cominend to you 
Ye learned. ye wise ve great ve small; 
Far bettér to have aimed and missed, 
Than never te have fired at all 


3!1—-] would like information regarding a token that I have: 
Obyv: “Roxbury coaches.” 
Rey. “New Line, 1837."" nickel. 
LT notice it listed in Steigerwalt’s last sale. and he quotes it as RARE. My 
écinien is wearly uncireulated. What of its value, or scarcity? 

J. B. GOLpsMmiT et. 
32——-] see in a late NUMISMATIST a letter offering a C. S. A. half dollar of 
61 for 3,000, Is this a joke oractuality’y L have one and shall be glad to 
Ke muuch less for it. : Hi. Herman, London, Eng. 
Ans.-—-Quoted from the “Collector:” ‘In February 1861, the New Orleans 
int fell into the hands of the Confederates and aniong its contents was the 
efor the new half doilar which bad been sence from Washington some 
oOnths before. The government, then in session at Montgomery, ordered the 
eparation of a die fora silvercoin. Mr. Menioninger, the secretary of the 
mfederate ‘Treasury, called for designs in April: this one was selected. Four 
ins only were struck. One was sent to the Government, one to Prof. Riddel! 
‘the University of Louisiana: one to Dr. C. Ames. of New Orleans: and one 
as kept by Dr. B. F. Taylor, the chief coiner of the C.S. A. There wasn’t 
ywugh silver to be had to warrant circulation of coinage, however, and the 
int was closed.” 
One of these pieces was in New York City a short time since: one was found 
3 the person of Jotf Davis on his capture, buat its whereabouts and jhe other 
yO remaining ones are unknown. A fewyeurssince a New York dealer had an 
Werse fitc sanile die made and struck Off 50D copies. Fur the reverse he used 
¥¢ back of half dollars of the E861 issue which he smoothed down These 
ere sold at $2 each. The original obverse die is now ihn possessiomof S. H. 
hapman, of Philadeiphia, Pa. 


28—-What members of the A. N. A. are collecting coins of 1 Netherland 
adies, 2 Indo Portugese, 3 Mysore. 4 Ceylon. 5 Kubmanie Kingdom, 6 East 
dia Company, 7 the Moguls, & Gruzrat., 9 Nizam the Decca), 10 Southgrn 
wdia, 11 Afghanistan, 12 Persia, 13 Kashmere, 14 isudhistic, 15 Burmese, 16 
pcient India, 17 Parthian, 18 Indu-Bactrian, 19 Sassanian. 20 Cutch. If thes 
iil state the numbers as given above and give address. and you will print re- 

I may be able to help them. ADAM Suira, India. 

e will gladly do so.—Ep. 
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time, and the following characters: TOANNES, V. D. G. PORT. ET. ALG. 
REX. Underneath the likeness is the letter M and the date 1731. On the 
reverse is the Portuguese coat of arms. 

I saw this coin referred to in clipping from a Barihan {Mich.) paper. Do you 
Know anything about ity Is it really rare; and if so can you tell be what une or 


the highest price ever paid for one? A. E. DOEHERTY. 
Ans.—A Portugese Dobra of 8 Escudos minted at Minas Geraes in Brazil. It 
is not rare. Li. Hee 


39—Can you inform me of there being any dollars coined in copper by the U. 
S. mint? I have an 1866 dollar offered me struck in copper and it is a floe un- 
circulated piece and I wish to know the history of it and its value. 

T. Y. SEBRING. 

Ans.—In 1866 “In God we Trust”? was added to the reverse. Yours is a trial 
Specimen in copper, from the same dies as used for the regular coinage, and 
ranks as a pattern: it is not particularly rare. Bao Hoe 


4— Explanation is still requested regarding the socalled “suction marks on 
coins. 


18—Is there a strictly wneirewlated 1807 half cent in existence? #5 to $10 is of- 
fered for one by this correspondent. 


28—(No. 2) A token of Saidjed (Fort Egypt). This token was used during 
the building of the Suez canal. There are also other values, as one franc, and 
20 centimes. J. A. BRUDIN. 


—We note the answer to query regarding the C.S. A. half dollar of 1861. 
You state that a New York dealer had an obverse fue simile die made, and 
struck 500 copies. This involves a double injustice: first. to the dealer in ques- 
tion in withholding his name, and secondly, in making an assertion which is 
not true. The facts are that Mr. Scott (whose name is well known in this par- 
ticular transaction) purchased and used for the purpose the original and only 
obverse die of this coin that ever existed, and procuring 5090 of the 1861 half 
dollars of the New Orleans mint, smoothed down the reverse of these prices, 
and struck the confederate obverse upon that side and sold them at $2 each. 
This we have the papers in our possession to prove. The original die remained 
in our hands and we sold it at auction at the Herman Sale where it was pur- 
chased by Messrs. S. H. & H. Chapman, of Philadeiphia, for 330. In eommon 
fairness these corrections should appear in your next issue 

L. If. Low, 
Of the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. 
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A Confederate Dime. 


A silver token, probably struck overa U. S. dime, made its appearance at 
the Massamore sale, New York, Oct. 25th. It was at first thought that this 
was like the Confederate token sold some years ago in one of Ed Frossard’s 
sales, but investigation developed the fact. that material differences exist be- 
tween the two pieces; besides the latter was of the half dime or perhaps three 
cent size, while this is exactly of the dime size with the reeded edge. The 
following is a correct description of this Massamore piece: Maize and Tobacco 
plants, side by side, between their stems the date 186] incuse on a small ob- 
long tablet. Revy.—-Blooming cotton plant in open wreath. So far as now be- 
lieved this piece is unique; at least if other specimens exist, they have not yet 
crept into numismatie circles. It sold for $13.25. 


a > Oe -- 


Subscriptions for Membership Medal: (See November number. } 

Silver:—Joseph Hooper, Dr. Heath, Dr. Fisher, James Kavatagh, James M. 
Yates. 

Bronze:—Jeremiah Zimmerman. Chas. A. Lentz. H. E. Deats, Phil S. Bonney, 
W. H. Taylor. 

Metal not named:—J. E. Morse. W. K. Hall, Geo. W. Rode. . 


Changes in address: 
C. W. Stutesman. Peru, Ind, 
A. E. Docherty, Box 143, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Daniel L. Emery. 33 Warren Sc., Taunton. Mass. 


—_—_—#- 2 ____— 


Congressman Johnson. of North Dakota, has just fallen into a bit of good 
luck through one of his constituents who isa clerk in the treasury department. 
Some time ago a lot of pennies were presented at the treasury department for 
redemption. Among them was a new coin which was rejected. The treasury 
could not give a cent forit. A clerk in the office redeemed it and gave it to 
Congressman Johnson, who sent it to the Smithsonian to be identified. Today 
he received word from the Smithsonian that the coin is of the mintage of the 


year 284 A. D., and circulated in the time of the Emperor Diocletian. It isa - ; 


very valuable relic, worth many times its weight in gold.— Washington Star. 
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regiment went to Gibraltar. At the outbreak of the French war it wage 
dered to the West Indies and San Domingo where it was present st the cw 
ture of Port au Prince in 1794. The men were them seat ta Ireland where th 
regiment remaiped ti 1796. In 1806 §t ewharieed for Cepeda whea 
in the latter part of its service, the regiment ftoaght et Detrot: 
Niagara, Queenstowm and Miami, in the War of wee. A consik 
erable number were taken prisoners, but were sfterwand aget Rome, whe: 
they joined the army of the occupation at Paris shortly after Waterco 
Among the famous bettles in which the regiment participaied were, Bou 
bon, Java, Detroit, Miami, Queenstown, India, Ava, Candehar, Cabool, A) 
ma, Inkerman and Sebastopol. Itis now stationed in Reve. Whoere 
Coakley was one may imagine him wearing a red, broad-ekirte@ cout, wit 
blue collar, cuffs, breeches, and Stockings, and a black waiat belt. A thre 
cornered hat completed the uniform of the Forty-first Foot, also called th 
Welsh regiment. 
J. Coakley is still remembered at Marine City as an old pensioner of thy 
British army, but he haw long since passed way. How the-medal came to 
imbedded in the bottoms =f the St Steir river fs mystery that may never be 
- solved. ‘ 





CONFEDERATE HALP-DOLLAR. 





The story of the Confederate “nage is one of the curios of our nations. 
history. When Louisiana seceded the Seeeasion Convention seized the Unit 
ed States Mint at New Orleans aid pened weintly with the C: infederate Got 
ernment, 3 gold coinage of S24 AB ie esta eagies and» silver eolnage it 
$1, 401,316.50 in half Gollars, using the | rel Staten dies of 198) thowe pe t 
preceeding year having been destruct io Wms othe ‘ttle ballion ss 
aihing was transferred to the Confetorsts pusericncs a: “itenented by A 
1 Gulget, Assistant Treasurer of the © «. Veta: *) 5248 ad the U nite 
“tates dies of 1861 were destroyed, the ¢  etictertete +5 i arament having orders 
sd dies of its own for the Coinage Of Silver Baltweoic vs Pe dle, onl bess ke. 
‘ng ortered, was made A. H. M. Petersen: af Xe + “ian, Bad when Snisheal 
Was foad te be of such a construction, the sein? ing teow high, thet it cama 
wt '« aeeet i a mint press. As the bullion wine «seem exhausted aNd tigen 
Was 2) prmeper? of obtaining more, the mint war vicsed and no effort sex 
made t taenstpeteee anot her die. Fria: Petereers die four pieces wee, 

Ina? Yi s come or re w press, and these amtitsted the entire ; 


the ( vstSeberars ~~ aaif dollar bore a strong resemblance to thet ot ame 
Urateet Soe Ly rm Ch o- a Godlelny 
rf dubety, UAK iS Eton, qq Be dn : 
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Address of John W.Haseltine at ANA Convention 


Alse quoted in Mehl's Numismatic Monthly 
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I have been asked to say something about the 1804 dollar, but the pros and 
cons about this interesting subject are so many, and the subject is so vast, that 
I must defer any considerable remarks upon it until I consider the time more 
propitious. I will say this much, that somewhere about 1867, or as near.as I 
can remember about the time of the explosion at the United States Mint, where 
so many of the old dies were displaced from where they were packed awby, L 
saw.the 1804 dollar dies. Be oe as 

I have been asked to say something about the so-called Confederate cent. A 
little circular issued by myself and Mr. Randall some years ago telist altmthe 
history of the striking of those pieces, but I do not think it mentioned how I 
obtained the dies. One day I was told by a gentleman that-.a:bartender in est. 
Philadelphia had a Confederate cent. I doubted %: ‘Me. J. Calvin Randatingfnow 
deceased) was told the same. He conferred wath nreimrefererice to it 
decided that if either of us obtained it we wéaldlghare*in any proft that weald 
accrue from it. I saw the bartender and. purchased the coin from him. I¢:wes 
in nickel and he said he received it over the bar, I knew by the head of the 
obverse it was Mr. Lovett’s work. I called on Mr. Lovett and he denied*sever 
having made such dies. Numerons times I called to induce him to give me some 
information about them, but he always stuck to his story that he did not make 
them, until one day when‘he was slightly ‘‘in his cups’’ he pulled out a drawer 
in one of his cabinets and I beheld a line of little Confederate cents. Of courme 
¥ tackled him at once and he then owned 4 and told me that he had eleven of 


them but formerly there were twelve—he having jost‘one. Hesaid he received 


the order to make them for the Confederacy through @ well known jewelry.firm . 


in Philadelphia, (I think he said Bailey & Company) ’but.thathis wife became 
timid about his delivering them forfear the United States government | 
arrest him for giving assistence to the enemy; so he buried them inc his « 


until long after the war was over, and even then he was afraid to show them, 
I purchased the dies from him. and, as you all probably know, did not strike 


+2 





any in nickel—considering them toa certain extent as originals, 






three struck in gold, and I believe five in silver and oer five in copper-—the -die 
breaking on the fifty fifth piece which is in existence showing the reak in the 


die. a ae 

I close my remarks by expressing my thanks for the honor conferred in -re- 
questing me to address the convention, and also, I wish to. express.my gratifica- 
tion at the great advancement the science of Numismatics,has made im the last 
few years, owing in a great measure to the members of thé;Association. 








The Chair:—Captain Haseltine’s address proves to me what Idave long 
believed; that he is a numismatic refrigerator, with much,on ice’ that is not 
only meat but very stimulating. I hope that we may havg, from timg to time, 
some reminiscent articles from his pen. <— : Cerne: 

Mr. Niklewicz:—It Seems to me that it, would be ‘very pleasing to our 
members if we would publish Captain -Haseltine’s portrait. Will.hé not per 
mit us. & 2S ay Shy cag 

The Chair:—I have been trying ‘te overcome Captain Haseltine’s modesty 
and am endeavoring to have him provide’a poftrait cut to be published in 
our ecnvention number, I believe I will succeed, . : pout 

Mr. FE. H. Adams was next introduced. Mr. Adams- whose commercialism 
is the literary side of numiSmatics, gave an, impromptu. and entértaining talk 
in reference to newly ‘discavered and unpublished facts regardipg:the Terri- 


Ue 
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NFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR ONLY COIN OF C. &. A. 
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si HE CONFEDERATE half dollar has, in recent weeks, been a subject of 
ey considerable numismatic interest and discussion in the Fast—due to the 
only located original specimen having been offered for public competition 
Z at the Elder sale, in New York, March rith, gro. That the Confederacy 
we was evidently unknown until about 1&7y, when the late E. Mason, Jr., 
Ne .{ Philadelphia, located a specimen of what proved to be a Confederate 
Re felines ated with it the reverse die from which it was struck, in the possession of 
fix KOO. Tastor, then Seertary and Treasurer of the Louisiana State Board of 
B34..cth, New Orleans, and who proved to be the chief comer for the Confederate 
e% .--s of America. During Mr. Mason's investigation of the authenticity of this 
oa . archives of the Federal Government at Washington, believed to con- 
: all the essential records of the Confederate government, were searched 
ae erds were found indicating that a coinage had been considered. - Mr. 
LM or Wright. of the War Department, under date of March 27th, 1879, ad- 
pedir: -tter of inquiry regarding the subject to Dr. Taylor. This inquiry 
receive °*. following reply, dated April 7, 1879: 
“Your favor requesting a statement of the history of the New Orleans Mint, 
an reference t@ the coinage under the Confederate government, is received. 
“That institution was turned over by the State of Louisiana the last of Febru- 
bgry, i861, to the Confederate States of America, the old officers being retained and 


confirmed by the government, viz.: William .\. Elmore, Superintendent; A. J. 
Guirot, Treasurer; M. IF. Bonzano, M. D., Melter and Retiner, and Howard 


‘Millspaugh, Assayer. 
(65) 
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“In the month of April orders were issued by Mr. Memminger, Secretary of 
the Treasury, to the effect that designs for half dollar coins shoula be submitted to 
him for approval. 

“Among several Sent, the one approved bore on the obverse of the coin 
a fepresentation of the Goddess of Liberty, surrounded by thirteen stars, denoting 
the thirteen States from whence the Confederacy sprung, and on the lower rim 
the figures 1&6r. 

“On the reverse there is a shield with seven stars, representing the seceding 
States; above tiie shield is a liberty-cap, and entwined around it stalks of sugar 
cane and cotton. The inscription is ‘Confederate States of America. The dies 
were engraved by A. H. M. Peterson, engraver and die sinker, who is now living 
in Commercial. Place. They were prepared for the coining press by Conrad 
Sehnndt, foreman of the coining room (who is still living), from which tour picces 
only were struck. 

“About this period an order came from the Secretary suspending operations 
on account of the difhculty of obtaining bullion, and the Mint was closed April 
30th, 186r. 

“Of the four pieces mentioned one was sent to the government, one pre- 
sented to Professor Biddle, of the University of Louisiana, one sent to Dr. E. 
Ames, of New Orleans, the remaining one being retained by myself. Upon diligent 
inquiry I am unable to find but one piece besides my own, that being in the poas- 
session of a Confederate officer of this city, who transmits it to his son 
souvenir of his father’s services in the Confederate cause. 

“So soon as copies are made | will take pleasure in sending you a specini: 
for the archives you represent.” 


as a 


With the genuineness of the coin established, Mr. Mason purchased th 
specimen and the die from Dr. Tayor, following which the collectors of the 
country were canvassed and the coin and die were sold May 1879, for $310 
(a very nominal sum considering their rarity and interest), to Mr J. Ww 
Scott, of New York. 

While Dr. Taylor’s letter does not say so, yet it is accepted that the Con- 
federacy prepared no obverse die, but used one of the reeular Federal half 
dollar dies as was being used in the New Orleans mint in 186 previous to 
Confederate occupation. Following the purchase of the coin and die Mr. Scott, 
by advertising, obtained a considerable number of the 1861 “O” mint U. S. half 
dollars and proceeded to carefully file off the Federal revers¢ design and to 
impress thereon the design from the Confederate reverse die. The die evidently 
was not of sufficient quality to permit this coinage test and cracked after about 
two hundred specimens had been struck. The re-striking was under the super- 
vision of Mr. David Prosky, who was associated with Mr. Scott. These speci- 
mens as produced by Mr. Scott are known as re-strikes. They sold originally 
for $2 and now have a record value of $i0. The re-strikes may be easily distin- 
guished from the fact that they are a few grains lighter than a regular half dollar— 
the original Confederate half dollar being of standard weight, indicating a Federal 
plancher was used in producing it—and trom the further tact that the HNpre ss | 
from the Confederate die is never found evenly struck, and the device on the 
obverse usually has a more or less flattened appearance. 

Following the cracking of the die, which made it useless for further striking 
of hard metal, Mr. Scott made several hundred impressions in soft white metal, 
the opposite side being inscribed “4 ORIGINALS STRUCK BY ORDER OF C. S. A. IN NEw 
Ogio moOtmenel sist * =  * *X ORey same AS U. S. (reds Ornicinac Dit. 
Scott).” Later the die was defaced by tiling a deep groove across the face and a 
brass piece was struck from the defaced dic. The dic some time after appeared in 
a sale conducted by Lyman Tf. Low, and was purchaed by Henry Chapman. Mr. 
Chapman has since disposed of it to Judson Brenner, of DeKalb, Il, who prizes 
it highly. Before disposing of the original coin Mr. Scott had some correspon- 
dence with the late Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of 
America, which produced the following letter, dated May 10, 1879: 
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had a Confederate coin. Jt was in my wife's trunk when it was rifled 
by th Pederal ofhcers sent on board the prison ship on which she was detained at 
Hany ton Roads before and after my conlinement in Fortress Monroe. The coin, 
some Medals, and other valuables were stolen at that time. Whether the coin be 
the me wich has heen offered to you as a duplicate, | cannot say. It is, how- 
ve, Hot true, as published, that it is now in my possession.” 

This letter and the coin were offered at public sale by Mr. Scott about 

enty-cight years ago and at which sale a record of $850 was made for the 
piece. Tf is not believed that the one four whom Mr, Scott executed the commis- 
sien) to purchase received the specimen or at icast did not long retain it, for the 
reason that it became Mr, Scott’s property agai within a short time. Less than 
ten sears ago the piece was offered at private sale tor $750, but a sale was net 
effected. 

The recent sale of the com was widely advertised in advance, and consid- 
erable interest attended its sale for the reason that wiule it was announced and 
catalogued “to be sold without reserve’ it was known to a number that unless 
the coin brought $4,000 it would not be sold. The lot was started at $1,000 and 
at first jumped $500 at a bid, then $250 was the mover to $3,750, when the bidding 
ceased, and “Eagic” was announced by Mr. Elder as the purchaser. Sinee the coin 
at public auction did not reach the price which was considered a protection mark 
for at and as the name of the purchaser has not been announced, there is a 
otestion in some minds i the coin has, in this instance, changed ownership. 

Compared with the prices commanded by coins having practically no historica! 

ssociition, and that this is a decidedly historic comm and the only known existing 

specnmen of a total coinage of four pieces. and the only coin of any kind ever 
attempted by the Confederate States of America, tt may well be considered a 
very Valuable com, and we will not he surprised to know that the coin was taken 
care of at public sale and has or will very soon become the property of a 
peTertpatimenty collector af private sale. 

lr, Taylor, in his letter, refers to one specimen being in the hands of a 
( a federate officer of New Orleans. We believe there has been recent diligent 
inquiry trying to locate this referred-ta second specimen without bringing to 
light any information regarding it. 


> 


1 


| e of the original four specimens and said tu be the property of the then 
(Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate \eterans or Grand Army of the Con- 
federaev. The writer did not see this coin, but remembers that at the time experts 


During the St. Louis Exposition, 1904. there was exhibited a coin claimed to 
] 


rred te at as one of the re-strikes 

A coinage attributed to the Confederacy and called the “Confederate cent” 
never reached the territory held by the Confederacy. The known history of the 
‘Confederate cent” is that on the order of the Confederate Government, a jewelry 
firm of Philadelphia placed an order with Mr. Lovett, a die engraver ot thie 
same city, who procoeded to exceute dies and struck tweive picces when, it is said, 
he, fearful of the product becoming known to the Vederal authorities and being 


considered fer uet of treason, buried the die and pieces im the cellar of his home, 
where thes ’ to uatit Jone after the war. The originals were struck in 
nickel. The dies e later purchased by Captain John WW. Haseltine, of Philadel- 
vhia, who hree specimens struck in gold, about five in silver, and in striking 
the ftv-fitt: copper. the die broke, becommyg uscless for further cuining pur- 
moo The (ocederate cent may remain as a nam. but the Confederate half 


Qotlar is the only com ever authorized or produced | the Confederate States 


America 
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The beginning-of the year 1910°was signalized in a numismatic way by the 
offering for sale of the only known specimen of the official metallic coinage of 
the Confederate- States. of America. 

Coming from its-resting place in-a safe deposit vault, where it has lain for 
28 years, this -untque- half? dolar created quite a sensation in the numismatic 
world, and, on account ,of-its ‘unsual historical cognificance caused much 
interest among the lay world, which usually takes but little interest in a 
coin purely as such, but which is always intensely alive to any souvenir 
or relic that is so ‘closely associated. with the Lost Cause. 

There are very few American coins today | that can be said to rank in interest 
with this half dollar, with its autheative U. S. obverse and distinctive Con- 
federate States reverse design. Such | a unique combination of the official 
devices of two great opposing. pow ers _ probably has not another parallel in 


history. 
The story of the finding. of the Confederate half dollar is as follows: E. 
Mason, Jr., a Philadelphia numismatist, pr icle_on rare coins for 


a local newspaper, which appeared ‘onCJanuary 2, 1879) A few days later he 
received a communication from RB. F. Taylor, M. D., then the secretary and 
treasurer of the Louisiana State Board of Health, stating that he had a Con- 
federate coin in his ossession. and a few months later sent to Mr. Mason 
the original coin and the die. ceases oe 

Mr. Faylor had been chief coiner of the Confederate mint, and said the 
United States mint had been turned over to the Confederate States of America 
by the State of Louisiana the last of February, 1861. The old officers were 
retained by the Confederate government, viz: Wm. A. Elmore, Superintendent; 
A. J. Guirot, Treasurer; M. F. Bonzano, Melter and Refiner, and Howard 
Millspaugh, Assayer. 

In April, Secretary; Memminger of the Confederate Treasury ordered that 
designs for half dollar pieces be submitted to him for approval. The design 
fant antatnenGtel ae Aen atainiiiiaccandrethoadies «wereuenuravedubw ALLEL ONE, 
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CHINA TO ADOPT COIN DENOMINATIONS LIKE THE 
UNITED STATES. a 


fae 


ea +f 


FFICLAL announcement by the government of China under date of May . 
24, 1910, establishes national decimal coinage throughout China, and @ 
orders the cessation of all coinage by provincial mints. The new cur- 
rency is to be on the basis of seven mace two candereens to the dollar, 
and is to consist of coins of the following denomination: 

Dollar, 50 cents, 25 cents and 1o cents, minted in silver; 5 cents, minted in 
nickel, and copper “cash,” minted in copper. 

The establishment of national decimal coinage is in compliance with the 
treaty signed following the Boxer troubles. ; | 

Press expressions from all parts of the world approve this move. The follow- | 
ing reference is taken from the writings of a New York tnancial editor: ! 

“Although it may be years before the clict of the Chinese government estab- 
lishing a national decimal coinage is put into effect, the action of the central © 
authorities in formally decreeing the adoption of a uniform currency system 41S 
looked upon here by bankers who discussed the matter yestertay, and commercial, 
houses doing business with China, as a long stride forward im the march of the 
celestial empire towards civilization as typified by modern Western commercial: 
standards. 

“The new statutory standard of seven mace two candereens to the dollar will, 
give a uniform value to all Chinese dollars. At to-day’s price of silver the new 
dollar coin is the equivalent of 43.55 cents in the money of the United States. i 

“Por centuries confusion has existed throughout China in regard to both internal: 
and external commerce owing to the many district standards of value in the various, 
provinces. The sJongkong dollar is equivalent to forty-four cents in United States, 
currency, while the Shanghai tael is worth fifty-nie cents. The Peking tael 
fluctuates, its value being from four and one-half to six and one-half per cent.” 
higher than the Shanghai tael. ‘The ‘Tientsim tael ts generally two per cen 
higher than the Shanghai. 

“With various standards and fluctuating values the difhculty or: ~teiking a trae 
balance between the different ports is apparent. \ecordingly the 1% edict is sure 
to find favor with the Chinese merchants ond foreigne: howe Tarsiness wit 
them.” 


































CLAIMED ORIGINAL CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLARS. 


The publicity given the history of the Confederate bali dollar dud to the 
supposed only original specimen extant having been offered for sale in recent: 
months, has brought to light at least two other specimens as claimants to be of 
the four originals recorded as struck. Marks Jacobs, of Rondout, New York, 
has a specimen which he claims to have reccived in change from a bank about 
thirty years ago. This piece is said to be evenly struck, with perfect milled! 
edge, and of the conforming weight, 192 grains. : 

The probability of the third specimen is indicated by a letter to THE NUMIS=; 
matist from the Public Library of Omaha, Nebraska, to which was bequeathe 
the fine collection of the late Byron Reed. Those who have examined the 
Omaha specimen state that it conforms to the description of the originals and 
is not believed to be one of the re-strikes. The Byron Reed collection w 
one of the valuable and notable collections of \merica at the time of Mr,j 
Reed's death. It contains an authenticated 1804 U. S. silver dollar and oth 
great rarities, indicating that ar original Coniederate half would have 
“at home” in the Reed collection. If the Reed coin 1s pronounced by exper 
as believed to be an original, it is surprising that some of the advanced in ye 
experts of to-day did not know of it. 

The one authenticated is now known as the J. W. Scott specimen; t 
others, in the opinions of some experts, are now only claimants for first honor 
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COME RDERATE STATES 
OF AMERICA 


Loaned by Mr. Edgar H. Adams, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 


Struck by the Confederates after they seized the New Orleans 
Mint in 1861. 


Half-dollar, 1861. Obv. Regular United States Half-dollar of the 

year 1861, seated figure of Liberty. There is a slight die break 
from the nose of Liberty to edge. 
Rev. The shield of the Confederacy, composed of fifteen per- 
pendicular stripes, surmounted by a field of fine horizontal 
lines on which are seven five pointed stars; above, a liberty 
cap; the whole surmounted by a wreath of cotton and palm 
branches. Legend: CONFEDERATE STATES OF AM- 
ERICA. —HALFDOL—. Edge reeded. Silver. Original. 
Weight, 19214 grains. (Jilustrated.) 


Loaned by Mr. Judson Brenner, Youngstown, O. 


Cent, 1861. Made by R. Lovett, Jr. of Philadelphia, for the Con- 
federate Government. Obv. Liberty head to left as on his 
token dated 1860. Legend, CONFEDERATE STATES OF 
AMERICA. 1861. 

Rev. 1 Cent in a wreath of cotton, corn, tobacco, and wheat, 
bales and casks at bottom. Impression in gold, only 4 struck. 


(Illustrated.) 
Cent, 1861. Same. Silver. 
‘1861. Copper. 
‘* 1861. C Copper-nickel. 


The obverse and reverse dies for the same. 
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Specimens from the collection of Mr. Howarp R. NEWCOMB. 


CONFEDERATE COINAGE 





Confederate Half-dollar 


Loaned by Mr. EpGAR H. ADAMS. 





Confederate Cent 


Loaned by Mr. JUDSON BRENNER. 


( £ 7 
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> + 
a 
5 ES i... exhibition o! Msi he Arniy ant Navy at 1 Mise of 
= the A-nerican Numis? © Societs opened with a privat) .sew 1 e¢ ening 
: of Thursday, August ist. Tie gues:s were received by Mo. J. Saniord Saltus, 


j Honorary Counsellor of the Society, and much inte-est was shown in the 
j really remarkable exhibition, comprising some seve: hundred devices denot- 
H ing ranks and branches of service worn by those in the American Military 
and Naval Forces. pes oe Pe 
’ “Since the exhibition opened it has been enriched by the new Distinguished 
Service Cross and Distinguished Service Medal. The first and second of the 
Cross are displayed, and the latter, which is the one finally adopted, is of a 
dignified design and suited to its purpose. The general opinion expressed 
by those who have seen it is that in the metal it makes a iich better ap- 
pearance than in the illustration issued by the Committee o1 Public Informa- 
tion. Much of the criticism which developed when these were first published 
would probably not have occurred had the critics waited until they h.d 
seen the Cross itself. The Medal, with its rich blue enameled border, makes 
hie an attractive appearance, and both this and the Cross have aroused a greit 
is- deal of interest. 
als While the two pieces just mentioned are the most inrportant of the addi- 
tions to the exhibits, there have been other accessions made for the purpose 
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Confederate Half Dollar. 


The Society has recently acquired, through the munificent gift of Mr. 
J. Sanford Saltus, the famous Confederate Half Dollar. This identical piece 
was the first one known, and until a few years ago was the only one that 
had come to light. 

Before 1879 the existence of a Confederate coinage was unknown io the 
numismatic world. The late numismatist, E. Mason, Jr., of Philadelphia, 
received a communication in January, 1879, from Dr. B. F. Taylor, Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Louisiana State Board cf Health, New Orleans, that 
he, being the chief coiner for the Confederacy, had a specimen of a half 
dollar struck by the Confederate States, together with the obverse and 
reverse dies. The coin and one die were subsequently bought by Mr. Mason. 
The other die, being the obverse die of the United States half dollar of 1861, 
was seized by the Government. 


re In May of the same year the coin and die were svd to Mr. J. W. Scott of 
le / New York for the modest sum of $310. It has been virtually in Mr. Scott’s 
tn possession ever since. In the September, 1879, number of the Coin Collector's 
fe Journal it was advertised for sale for $1000. In the early eighties it w.s 
ex s offered at auction and sold for $850, but soon came into the hands again 
of Mr. Scott. In March, 1910, the coin was again offered at auction by Mr. 
1g Elder and reached the price of $3750. : : : 
The die, which has been defaced by a deep groove across the face, was 
L3 held by Mr. Scott at $50. It has changed hands several times, and is now 
r. owned by Mr. Judson Brenner of DeKalb, Ill. A brass impression of the 
ts cancelled die is in the possession of Mr. Elliott Smith of New York. 
st The first account of the Confederate Half Dollar appeared in the Phila- 
r. delphia Record for March 11, 1879, and was accompanied by an engraving 


of the coin. The next account appeared in the April number of the Ameri- 
can Journal of Numismatics for 1879. Another account appeared in the 
Coin Collector’s Journal for July of the same year. A good summing up of 
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the Confederate coinage was published in THE NuMisMmatist for March, 1919 


The history of the Confederate «v.inage has been written so many UU: : 
that it is hardly necessary to go i>» it in detail again. The salient facts 
are as follows: Between January 2-5 and May 31, 1861, the State of Lou's. 
iana and then the Confederate Sta‘-s coined double eagles and half dollars 
at the New Orleans Mint from the regular United States dies after the mint 


went out of the control of the Federal Government. In April Mr. Memn p 
Secretary of the Confederate Treasury, ordered designs for a half «collar 
submitted for approval. Among those sent, the design of A. H. M. Peter- 
son of New Orleans was accepted. This new die, consituting the reverse, 
was used in conjunction with the regular United States 1861 obverse. Four 
specimens only were struck on a screw press, as the relief of the new die 
was too high to be successfully undertaken on a regular coining press. Or- 
ders then came to discontinue further operations on account of the dilliculty 
of obtaining bullion, and nothing further was done with the new coinage. 

Of the four pieces struck, one was sent to the Confederate Government, 
and was in the possession of Jefferson Davis, but was stolen from Mrs. Davis’ 
trunk when she was detained at Hampton Roads at the conclusion of the war. 
Another was sent to Professor Riddle of the University of Louisiana, a third 
was given to Dr. E. Ames of New Orleans, and the fourth was kept by the 
chief coiner, Dr. B. F. Taylor. This latter piece is the one the Society now 
has. It is in perfect condition and weighs 192% grains, 192 grains being 
the weight of the regular U. S. half dollar at the time. Another specimen 
turned up in 1910 at Rondout, N. Y., and was purchased by Mr. H. O. Gran- 
berg of Oshkosh, Wis. This second specimen shows considerable signs of 
wear. To whom this specimen originally belonged has never been ascer- 
tained. 

Shortly after Mr. Scott obtained possession of the die he announced in 
the Coin Collector’s Journal for September, 1879, that there would be struck 
five hundred specimens in silver for sale at $2 each. These restrikes were 
made by filing off the Federal reverse side of regular 1861 half dollars and 
stamping thereon the design from the Confederate die. Also, 500 pieces 
were struck in white metal, using the Confederate die for one side and de- 
scription of the piece for the other side. The restrikes were sent to the 
subscribers in October, 1879. They can be readily told from the genuine 
_specimen, as they are under weight, on account of having the reverse im- 
pression filed off, weighing as a rule about 185 grains instead of 192 grains. 
Also, the reading on the edge is nearly flattened out, due to being confined 
in a collar while they were restruck. Although the intention was to furnish 
collectors with an example of what the Confederate Half Dollar looked like 
and to furnish the public in general with a most interesting historical 
souvenir, the fact remains that as time goes on and the restrikes keep chang- 
ing hands, the new owners think they have one of the world’s rarities. Deal- 
ers and collectors are continually offered these pests and spend much time 
explaining the difference between the real and the false. 


a PRICE OF SILVER FIXED. 


The Treasury Department authorizes the following: 

Under the authority of the act of Congress approved April 23, 1918, silver 
has been sold by the Secretary of the Treasury at a price which will permit 
the Treasury from new purchases of a corresponding amount of silver at the 
price of $1 per fine ounce to recoin the silver purchased into silver dollars 
without loss. In order to provide for the various items of expense involved 
it was found necessary to fix the price for which silver was sold at $1.01'2 
per fine ounce, and it was made a condition of sale that the purchaser should 
not pay a higher price for silver in other markets than in those of the 
United States. 





Bonds of the Fourth Liberty Loan are now being turned out by the 
thousands daily by the Treasury’s Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The 
bonds are similar in form and design to those of the third loan, and space 
has been left on each bond for insertion of the exact terms of the bonds. 
It is believed that a sufficient number of the bonds will be ready to make 
ee immediate delivery of all bonds of the fourth loan as they are pur- 
chased. 
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THE CONFEDE ATE DIE FOR THE COINAGE OF 
SILVER HALF DOLLARS. . 


By. W. O. Hart and Dr. Y. R. LeMonnier. 


On April 25, 1922, the late Mr. J. Sanford Saltus presented 
to the Louisiana Historical Society through Mr. W. O. Hart the 
die used by the Confederate States of America to coin silver hali 
dollars at the Mint in New Orleans. The history of the die was 
given very briefly by Mr. Hart, and at a succeeding meeting, Dr. 
Y. R. LeMonnier of New Orleans, addressed the Society giving 
the result of his researches and showing conclusively that the die 
presented by Mr. Saltus is the original die. It gives us great 
pleasure to print these addresses. 

Ed. La. Hist. Quar. 





PRESENTATION OF THE CONFEDERATE DI TO - TH! 
LOUISIANA HISTORICAL SOCIET) 
(By Mr. W. O. Hart, on Pohalf of Mr. J. Santord Saitus, on 
April 25th, 1922.) 
Mr. President: 

On behalf of our esteemed honorary member, Mr. J. Santord 
Saltus.* who has made many gifts to the Society, I desire now ' 
present what I describe as “The Confederate Die.” 

When the Confederate forces took possession of the United 
States Mint at the breaking out of the War Between the States in 


- April, 1861, they found there the Die from which had been coined 


during that year certain half dollars. The word “United” on the 
Die was changed to “Confederate” with the idea that silver half 
‘dollars would be issued by the new Government. As far as the 


records of the mint go, however, only four coins were ever made. 


- -Of these, one is in Confederate Memorial Hall in this city, pre- 


sented by our friend and fellow-member, Dr. Y. R. LeMonnier, 
and another is in the collection of the American Numismatic So- 
ciety in New York City, placed there by Mr. Saltus. 
What thereafter became of the Die is not known, but about 
forty years ago it was found in the possession of a Mr. Scott, a 


* Mr. Saltus died suddenly in London on June 22, 4922: 
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noted curio dealer of New York City; at that time, Mr. 
endeavored to purchase it for the American Numismatic 
of which later he became President, but Mr. Scott would 
it. A few months ago Mr. Saltus located the Die and lacon 
stated that it should “96 LOBE ae — that is why’ it is. now 




















CONFEDERATE DIE. 
The Louisiana Historical Society, 
New Orleans, La. 
Mr. President: 
At our last meeting, our colleague, Mr. W. O. Hart, 


the four pieces of coin for the Confederacy. I have he 

read so much about that die in the past fifty years, as hav 
destroyed by the United States Government, that I exp 
doubts as to its genuineness. The presentation of i 


cial die of the Confederate States of America. 


In February, 1861, the Unted States mint was in] = 
of the Confederacy. It was the only mint south of J 
Dixon line, ane the government, then seated in Mon: 
itiiiad te hase a colnage of its own. at this met 
wih fe: silver half dollar. 

tn April 1861, Mr. Meminger, detlateee 
shed for dies. The one of A. H. Peterson of New © 
adepted. The obverse of the coin is the same as that of 
States at that tinve, bearing year, 1861. The reverse, 
_ Confederate die, has in the center a shield bearing t 
_ bars, the seven stars representing the union of states at t 
forming the Confederacy; a pole passes through oe 
_ non its tip the Liberty Cap ; twined around the hi¢ 
«fa wreath, are a stalk of cotton and one of sugar ¢ 
. ‘ave the words, “Confederate States of America,” 
= The dashes. before and after the words, 








So7 


The Confe EVO FE Dic 


beyond peradventure the genuineness of the die, wh. 
with my Confederate half dollar. 

In April 1861 four half dollar pieces bearing this 
only these four coins, were struck from this die. becui 
the Confederate Government could obtain enough silver in 6. 
or otherwise, New Orleans fell in the hands of the enemr. A; 
29, 1862. These four Dleces:-were distribtied as fiviade- ay, 
Sent to Montgomery, the seat of government, wis eC 
property of Mr. Davis, from whom it War take wtair. fh, 
tured May 10, 1865, on his Way te SpE peri Mi esissin 


rys 


t 
ment, after the fali of Richninud “pwn 25 Dor. Riddell, my ol: 


fessor of chemistry in the medical department of the Univer- 
of Louisiana; one, to Dy. EF. Ames, of New Orleans: the fou; 
with the die, to Dr. B. F. Taylor, at that time coiner of the mire! 

About the year 1870, Dr. Tavlor séid the . oin and die to J. W. 
Scott, who three or four years later at public auction in New 
York, sold the coin for $870.00. Ten years later, the collection of 
which it formed a part was offered for sale. Mr. Scott bought it 
back and was reported as asking $1,000.00 for it. 


How I came in possession of this Confederate half dollar? 
An acquaintance of my brother, William, about twenty-five years 
ago, said to him, “See what some one passed on me,” exhibiting 
the coin. On looking at it, my brother read the words, “‘Confed- 
erate States of America,” and replied, “don't you want it, T’'ll 
give you fifty cents for it?” His offer was accepted and he 
brought the coin to me. 

I have since deposited it with other valuable relics in the Con. 
federate Memorial Hall in Camp Street. Who originally owned 
my piece and what has become of the other three, I know not and 
I suppose will never know. 

Mr. Gaspard Cusachs the genial President of the Society 
having intrusted the die to me, I proceeded to the Memorial Hall. 


~ where I made a very careful and minute examination of the sur- 


faces, die and coin, finding them to be exactly alike, also the two 


_ lines or dashes, one on each side of the words, “Half Doll”, as 
_ Mentioned above. Therefore, there is no doubt that the, Louisiana 


Historical Society has the tangible proofs of the genuineness of 
that die being the official one of the Confederacy. Were it not for 


"my doubts expressed at the last meeting, this certainty might have 


remained forever unknown. 
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another oie almost unknown. On November 16, 
Picayune” published, producing its diagram, an art 
“Unique Confederate Coin, The Beauregard Coin, ec: and 
Reverse. The smaller circle shows exact size of the token.” 
story reads: “Mr. Richard He; Keenan of this city” rec 


received it by semident in the ordinary routine of busin 
was about to spend it when his attention was called to 
that it was not legal tender. Then for the first time he. 





medium requests information on the subject. ae oe is 
cisely similar in size and weight to our ordinary silver di 
in circulation; has evidently been struck off with dies : 
drawing shows, has on one side a classic head, surrount 


coin.’ 








Yet S Wort 
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“J. SANFORD SALTUS”” 
Poner by W. O. Hart, read before the Louisiana Historica} 
Soctety after Mr, Saltus’ Death. 





the death of Mr. John Sanford paltus, which ocecti i in 
WONGOn, OF dime 28th, represents a loss totheworid 4 art. iit 
and dieratire: “Mr. Saltue claimed New York af his home: Hara 


divided ‘his time hetween thai City. Pavig, New Grisans at 
Tampa, the old weeld flavor of New-Orieans and Blorbia ta. The 
greatly appealed 4o him. 


Mr. Saltus as President Of the: Museurt nf: Preaick: A et. 
located in New York City, took up the athdy- of Fdar ct xe 
arose therefrom with the bheliof that she irs Reet sg a 


heroines of all ages: and under his supervision the; 
on Riverside Drive, New York. 4 magnificent 

of the Maid of Orleans. designed by Miss 
equestriai statue in America te js 

A few months ago a statue of J, 
Washington and in the ceremonies, Mr. Salius teek a pro: 
part. Last vear he presented to the City of Bloise. Franc, anol} 
Statue. 

A few years ago Mr. Saltus became interested jn the Lon- 
isiana Historical Society, and presented to the pociéty the replica 
of the Riverside Drive statue of Joan of Arc, now in the Cabildo, 
and the ceremonies of presentation on May 1, 1918, which he at 
tended, were most beautiful and impressive in every way. From 
the great fair held in Paris in May, 1921, in honor of the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the death of Napoleon, Mr. Saltus pur- 
chased and sent to the Society, an original piece exhibited at the 
Fair, which has been called “The Napoleon Ink Stand,” on the 
center thereof being placed the Code Civil, the great work of 
Napoleon, surmounted by his bust in bronze. 

The last gift of Mr. Saltus to the Society was the original die 
from which the only money coined by the Confederate States of 
America was made. This die was used in the mint in New Or- 
leans after the breaking out of the war between the States and 
as far as known, only four coins were struck from it and one of 
these is in Memorial Hall in this city, placed there by Dr. Y. R. 
LeMonnier, a distinguished Confederate Veteran. 
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French Temple of the Erinnyes, naively remarkin 
‘hat women fainted and men had to be led out, and od 
many persons did leave the theatre unable to stan 
realism of the scenes there depicted, ee 

T believe vou will pardon this digression when be 
profound impression made upon me in recalling 
pleasantries, in connection with the tragie end, for 
Saltus meet a Guignol death? 4 





Mr. Saltus was ardently patriotic, a generous contri 
“very war fund and drive, he was a staunch believer in th 
ause, and stood, as would have the Fathers, with the best. ) 

f our age and race, that in the youth and spirit of America, 


Xperience and character of England and the valor and soul 
‘ance, were to be found the fairest pledges of our civilizat 
no the things that made life dvar Surely the proper 


STM COUT at Noble fruit ayy, ‘hough ever CONSCIOUS 


yore SS Prose ot tenis Seen due accounting of Hane: = 
“Mavs cow fleeting, and paltry is the estate of NY Phen VOR: 
“4y in embryo, to-niorrow a mummy, or ashes. So for the hair 
ceadth of tins assigned to thee live rationally, and part with li 
aeertully, ax drops the ripe olive, extolling the season that hore 
id the tree that matured Hee: : 
So, thought Marcus Aurelius, over seve 
id its beauty, dignity and truth will] be forever fresh. 
Mr. Saltus was a widower, in his sixty-ninth year w en =: 
“rough one of his thousand doors, least used, the Angel of Deat} 
mmoned him to the “Common Inn of Rest.” = 
He had gone to London to attend the f 
Gé@neral Sir James Wilson. In his r 


Adsiving to clean some old coins, he fixed a solution of potassi 
anid as he had often done befor 


e. He had ordered a glass 
ger ale and in a moment of abstraction he mistook the glas: 


nieen centuries q 


uneral of his fri an 
oom at the Hotel Metropole, 


“God’s finger touched him, and he slept”. ie 





1)THE CONFEDERATE STATE'S HALF DOLLAR 
“i AND RESTRIKES 


of the Confederate State’s half dollar proof has been 
m atically through various publications, but in order 
e@ younger generation, a review is in order. 
: ; 18 years after the close of the rebellion in 1865, the 
_ belief prevailed, and it was recorded as an historical fact, that the 
Southern Confederacy had no metallic currency. 
- - The early part of 1879 Dr. B. F. Taylor, Secretary and Treasurer 
Rapeitia of the Louisiana State Board of Health, gave out information, that 
he possessed a Confederate half dollar. In April, 1879, after some 
lengthy correspondence, Dr. Taylor sent the old coin, together with 
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the reverse die, to Mr. E. Mason, Jr., of Philadelphia, Pa., with 
instructions to inform the public of the existence of a Confederate 
coin, and settled affirmatively for all time the long-disputed question, 
as to whether the Confederate States had issued any coin during 
the rebellion. . 

It was Dr. Taylor’s wish, and desire, that the coin should eventu- 
ally become the property of some historical, or numismatic associa- 
tion. The coin was subsequently purchased by Mr. J. Sanford 
Saltus, and presented to the American Numismatic Society, where 
it new reposes. This fact will be substantiated further on in this 
work, 

An articléappeared in the New Orleans Picayune of April 9, 
1879, as follows: 


“Oonfederate Archives. 


“The following correspondence in relation to the history of the 
Mint in this city while it was under the control of the Confederate 
States government will be found imteresting 
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War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Washington, Mareh 27, 1879. 


“Dr. B. FL Taytor, New Orleans, La.: 


“Dear Sir: The inclosed circulars will explain to you the nature 
of the duties upon which I am now engaged. 

“] beg to refer you to my friends, Generals Beauregard and Hood, 
and Captain Pierce, of your city, for my service in the Confederate 
army. I would like to have from you for file with the Confederate 
archives, a letter stating when and where you were appointed chief 
coiner of the Confederate States Mint, instructions received, copies 
of originals of any official papers, sketches, descriptions, ete., of all 
the coins made, ete. This will make a valuable addition to Con- 
federate history, and [-know no one but you ean give it. 


“Very truly yours, 
“Marcus J. Wricut.” 


New Orleans, La., April 7, 1879. 
To Hon. Marcus J. Wricut: 


Dear Sir: Your favor requesting a statement of the history of 
the New Orleans Mint, in reference to the coinage under the Con- 
federate government, is received. 

That institution was turned over by the State of Louisiana the 
last of February, 1861, to the Confederate States of America, the old 
officers being retained and confirmed by the government, viz.: Wm. 
A. Elmore, Superintendent; A. J. Guirot, Treasurer; M. F. Bon- 
zano, M.D., Melter and Retiner; and Howard Millspaugh, Assayer. 

In the month of April orders were issued by Mr Memminger, 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the effect that designs for half-dollar 
coins should be submitted to him for approval. 

Among several sent, the one approved bore on the obverse of the 
coin a representation of the Goddess of Liberty, surrounded by thir- 
teen stars, denoting the thirteen States from whence the Confederacy 
sprung, and on the lower rim the figures 1861. 

On the reverse there is a shield with seven stars, representing the 
seceding States; above the shield is a liberty cap, and entwined 
around it stalks of sugar eave and cotton. The inscription is: 
“CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA.” The dies were 
engraved by A. H. M. Patterson, engraver and die sinker, who is 
now living in Commercial Place. They were prepared for the 
coining press by Conrad Schmidt, foreman of the coining room (who 
is still living), from which four pieces only were struck. 

About this period an order came from the Secretary suspending 
operations on account of the difficulty of obtaining bullion, and the 
Mint was closed April 30, 1861. 
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Of the four pieces mentioned one was sent to the government ; 
one presented to Prof. Biddle, of the University of Louisiana; one 
sent to Dr. E. Ames, of New Orleans, the remaining one being re- 
tained by myself. Upon diligent inquiry I am unable to find but 
one piece besides my own, that being in the possession of a Con- 
federate Officer of this city, who transmits it to his son as @ souvenir 
of his father’s services in the Confederate cause. 

So soon as copies are made I will take pleasure in sending you a 
specimen for the archives you represent. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


B. F. Tayror, M.D., 
Formerly Chief Coiner C. SaA. 


*ahrees 


Some years ago, I discussed with my dear friend, Mr. David 
Proskey, the subject of Seott’s restrikes, and Mr. Proskey wrote me 
a letter giving all the facts on the subject. His letter has a distinct 
place in this work, and, I therefore, take the liberty to reproduce 
it here a8 follows: 


New York Coin and Stamp Company, Inc., 
912 Sixth Avenue, 
New York, Sept. 25, 1923. 


Shippensburg, Pa. 


Mr. M. L. BEistue, 
My dear Mr. Beistle: \ 


Your favor received requesting a statement of the history of the 


Confederate State’s Restrike Half Dollar. J. W. Scott bought the 
Die of the reverse of the Confederate Half Dollar, together with the 
proof specimen of the only known Confederate Half Dollar, at that 
time, from E. B. Mason, Jr., of Philadelphia, (a worn specimen 
having since then been found). The U. §. Government had seized 
the obverse as their property since 1861 and could have seized both 
sides, as at the close of the War in 1865 the U. S. Government 
became the heir of the Confederacy. 

Seott decided to strike impressions from his Die and he sent out 
Circulars offering silver restrikes at $2. each, agreeing to have only 
500 pieces struck. Preparing for this issue, Scott purchased 500 
U. §. Half Dollars of New Orleans Mintage and had the reverses 
drilled off. Then for fear the Die would break, a steel collar was 
affixed, and 500 impressions in white metal were struck in order to 
be able, to supply something should the die go to pieces, but the 
die held intact even after the silver pieces were struck, each of the 
latter obverses (Liberty seated) was placed on a blank of soft brass 
then struck on @ screw press. This helped to keep the obverse from 
flattening. The writer supervised the process, 80 that the workers 
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kept no specimen for “souvenirs.” The Die was then softened and 
cut across, so no more could be struck from a perfect die. The 
die now reposes in the collection of the Louisiana Historical Society 
the gift of Mr. J. Sanford Saltus. A couple of brass impressions 
exist showing the ridge across. These are now in the collection of 
Mr. Elliott Smith, New York City. 

When all were struck Seott sent out circulars, with the coins to 
the subscribers, offering to pay 50 cents each over the subscription 
price for the return of any of the pieces, stating as a reason “over- 
subscription,” which was untrue. It was doubtful if over 250 were 
sold, as Scott had a plentiful supply of them for over thirty years 
thereafter. He gradually raised the price to $15 each. The original 
Proof Half Dollar was several times placed in various Auction Sales, 
but always “bought in.” Finally the writer sold it to Mr. J. San- 
ford Saltus for $3,000., who presented it to The American Numis- 
matic Society. 

Truly yours, 


(Signed) Davm Proskey. 


Notre—Mr. Proskey died August 16, 1928, and notice of his death 
will be found in the October number of the Numismatist. 


As a further item of interest on the subject I have here an orig- 
inal copy of the Scott circular, above referred to, in Mr. Proskey’s 
letter, which is as follows: 


146 Fulton St., New York City. 
October 17, 1879. 
Dear Sir: 


It is with great pleasure we present you with the restrike Con- 
federate Half Dollar, subseribed for on the.......... ult., and hope 
it will meet with your approbation. We regret the delay in for- 
warding, which was caused by the die breaking on the first trial, it 
then had to be set in a heavy steel bank to prevent further damage; 
before risking the die again on the hard silver, we thought it ad- 
visable to strike the requisite number (500) in white metal, with 
the following description for a reverse: “4 ORIGINALS STRUCK 
BY ORDER OF C.S.A. IN NEW ORLEANS 1861. xxxxxxx REV. 
SAME AS U.S. (FROM ORIGINAL DIE SCOTT).” These will 
be sold in any quantity to those, who subscribed to the Silver Con- 
federate piece; at 50 cents each. It was with difficulty we procured 
the 500 Half-Dollars of a special mintage, on which the pieces have 
been struck by a new method over genuine 1861 N.O. mint U.S. 
half dollars, and in consequence they must rank high above ordinary 
restruck coins. 

The die (damaged only sufficiently to prevent restriking), is a 
very valuable and interesting relic, and is now for sale. Price, $50. 
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Up to the 10th inst. we received orders for 567 pieces; ; 
subscribers have been supplied from a like number of pe 
ordered two copies; this, we concluded, would be the more 
plan for all parties concerned. Amateurs who ordered two w 
remember that by this plan they certainly get ome, ¥ su t 
had drawn for chances they might have been left without any. 
have received quite a number of orders since the 10th- 
which we are unable to fill, unless some of our <ubseribers, 
two, will kindly return one, for which we will be pleased te 


Respectfully, “= 
Scorr & ' 


In conclusion, I wish to say that the Confederate | 
the cabinet of The American Numismatic Society, has 
from the bridge of the nose to the edge above, and hin: 
larly issued 1861, New Orleans Mint, half dollars were 


See 1861 0 5 E, aide 1861 O 5 D. 
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ne. With them they could purchase more goods for less money than with 
ny others. The eagerness of the sellers to secure specimens of the likeness 

the comely ruler was so great as to counterbalance their natural tendency 
-o bargain long and closely. 

Naturally the merchants were anxious to continue the advantages so de- 
“ved and fortunately the mint authorities in Vienna readily complied with 
heir desires. In spite of the fact that the Empress had died, the thalers 
bearing her portrait continued to be issued. 

Perhaps to avoid disclosing the fact that the pieces were “post mortem” 
nes. or more likely to arouse no suspicions us to their genuineness in the 
minds of recipients by having them differ in the slightest detail from the 
riginals, they were always dated 1780 like the first of their kind. As has 
Seen said the coinage continued almost uninterruptedly until the outbreak 

the Great War. ‘Then, in Austria, as in most of the continental countries 
wolved in that conflict, silver coinages of all sorts were suspended for 
conomic¢ reasons. 

Now. however, Austria has reorganized its coinage and with the resump- 
tion of silver issues has begun again the striking of the ‘“‘Levantine”™ or 
Maria Theresa thaler, still dated 1780. 

At the present time, the coins are used chiefly in Abyssinia where they 

particularly prized as articles of personal adornment. 


Great interest frequently attaches to numismatic specimens which are 
More properly termed patterns rather than coins. These pieces bear to regu- 
tur coinages much the same relationship that rejected samples bear to the 
esular product of a manufacturer. They are designs for coins; have gone 
through all the preliminary processes of production: have been struck from 
lies, but have never been actually issued in quantity for use as money. It is 

piece of this sort, the Confederate Half Dollar, that is today perhaps the 
most interesting as it is almost certainly the most valuable specimen of 
\merican Numismatics. 

When the State of Louisiana seceded from the United States at the be- 
sinning of the Civil War, the state authorities took possession of the United 
States mint at New Orleans, and operated it until turning it over to the newly 
organized Contederate States of America. This was from January 26th to 
May $list, 1861. During that period the gold and silver bullion in the mint 
aut the time of its seizure was coined into twenty dollar gold pieces and silver 
half dollars, but for this purpose the regular dies of the United States’ coin- 
age were used. During April, 1861, the Confederate Secretary of the Treas- 
ury invited the submission, for approval, of designs for a Confederate halt 
dollar, and one presented by A. H. M. Peterson of New Orleans was accepted. 
\ die was cut and four trial pieces were struck on a hand press. The new 
die formed the obverse and for the reverse was used one of the obverse dies. 
with the seated figure of Liberty of the current United States half dollar. 
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For some reason, probably because no more silver was, or became 


available, only these four pieces were struck. One of them was given to 
President Jefferson Davis, one to Professor Riddle of the University of Louisi- 
ana, one to Dr. KE. Ames of New Orleans and one Was retained by Dr. B. F. 
Taylor, then chief coiner of the mint For many years after the fall of the 
Confederacy no attention was paid to the coins and they were practicalls 
forgotten. In 1879, however, Dr. Taylor sold his piece to a northern coin 
dealer, together with the origina] die. It was then learned that the other 
three had been lost. One of them, however, turned up in Roundout, New 
York, in 1910 but the remaining two have not yet been found. Dr. Vay- 
lor’s piece has been sold at auction at least twice since it left his hands and 
in 1910 brought $3750.00. It is actually in perfect condition and is now an 
important part of the collection of the Museum of the American Numismatic 
Society. The other piece is considerably worn, apparently having cirenlated 
as a half dollar and jis in the cabinet of a private collector in the middle west. 
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1908 Austria. 100Skronen/JWubilee issue. Tithe: oem ears x 50.00 
1911 AUStIas LOO) Wer OTe WOK. MMC Macca as on eee tenets ck anny ot. pd 
1922 Austria, 100 kronen.First gold of the repubtic. Ex. Pines oe. 24 v0 
TRG SATSthiaee LO ROMO Ty. Fixe WN Gwen a, remem picecptac Teta acs casbene d.00) 
1926 Austria. 100 schilling. New denomination, Une Fe We ee Ties: 00 
ich eye RY-V eo Ghigor gem rat nuer tiny MDVUNS Wty wong cg bo om coOleOnn © 0 Gage. coo Cha 2.7% 
China, Republican issue. Yunan Province. $10.00 Ex. fine 5) 010 
LISS Czechoslovakia Wl (diG at Mitac ces. cee hassel recente nme oes 3. 50 
1904 Danish West Indies. 4 daler, Winey. 2. emus <0.) mementos 10.00 
1904 Danish West indies: 2 famicSi ath UC ieee cer encanta centres S.0u 
1923  Danzies 25: eulidiem, UC. sD cet cere smcatetene ee ceamee sires caren Casey 
1249 Denmark 2) CHmiis tea aon ES aren cecenen ore ei ireitetc nt te crema 20.00 
1906) Bes pt. LO prastres iC cacmss veratrine cn eiome nadie ver anirg oa sinnnen 10.00 
1999 Weypt. WOO pilastress Weimiao Hi eCles Cleese meee vai cine Nan eames i iG 
1993 Bevpt. FO piastres, SUCe ieee. crus aie elem eltasgton Mra tren lene (i 00 
1998. Weypte 20 plastves Reverse on ese tn vcore een ao ON oe Ou 
1879 Finland (Russian province) 20 markka. Ix, fine™. 7.2... . 6.00 
1926 Finland (Independent republic) 200 markka, Une. ........ 6.00 
1926  Finlamid. WiOi0! airarle eae cee 0 eek ae ats ees setae mn ae Sneed 
1815 Rrance. Louis XVIM., 20 macs) PMC se cue ater en tenes er 
LRG ‘France: 40 stranes, Good sah. e conned etn cineca ann te eer ; 10.40 
1852 France. Louis Napoleon as president. 20) {rancs) Pine | se 6.00 
1856 France. Bare head of Napoleon lll Setirancsw GOOG s.r li 2e 
(1857, 1858, 1859, 1860 the same at the same price) 
1862” France. Laureated head of Napoleoww Ill, 5 inancs, Goods. =. tee A 
(1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, the*saime at the same price) 
1907 France. Third Republic. 10) francs. 01iiG oer ner ree ntn wientay 
1920 _ rance, Third Republic: 200 sfranics ea scrscsn anise 25.00 
IBS T Less; rance, Third Repwhlic. 2/0) frees yyy ease eee enn 4.50 
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A Rare and Historical Coin 





THE 1861 CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 


As far as we know this is the only existing original specimen outside of 
the one in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. Price or 
application. 


SOME HISTORY ON THIS INTERESTING PIECE 


From “The Coin Collectors Journal,’ June, 1879: 


The silver Half Dollar whose impression adorns our page was made by 
Confederate officials in the Confederate mint. The obverse is from the same 
die as our 1861 Half Dollar; in fact the die used was the identical die pre- 
pared for the issue by the New Orleans Mint for the National coins, the 
reverse being discarded and a new die prepared in its stead. On this reverse 
is the American shield with only seven stars in the upper section to represent 
the seven seceding States, surmounted by a Liberty Cap and inclosed by 
branches of sugar cane and cotton in bloom, with legend CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA, and HALF DOL. in the exergue. 

This piece is a genuine issue on the part of the Confederate Government. 
Its history is as follows: In February, 1861 the New Orleans Mint fell into 
the hands of the Confederates. Their government then in session at Mont- 
gomery ordered the preparation of a die for silver coin. In April Mr. Mem- 
minger, Secretary of the Treasury, called for designs for a Haif Dollar. Out 
of several submitted to him, he selected the one we exhibit, and directed 
Mr. A. H. M. Peterson, who is still living in New Orleans, to prepare the 
dies. This gentleman did so, aided by Mr. Conrad Schmidt, the foreman 
of the coining room, and from these dies four specimen pieces were struck. 
Of these four coins, one was sent to the Government; one to Professor Rid- 
dell, of the University of Louisiana; one to Dr. E. Ames, of New Orleans; 
and one was retained by B. F. Taylor, M. D., the Chief Coiner of the 
C35 A; 

It was much easier for the Confederate Government, however, to prepare 
the dies for issuing coins than to find the bullion for the coins themselves, 
and so as this latter could not be obtained, the Confederate Secretary order- 
ed, on the 30th April, 1861, that the operations cease and the mint be closed. 

We have great pleasure in stating that this most interesting Half Dollar 
has come into the possession of our publishers. 

Of the other three coins, one was in the possession of Mr. Jefferson Davis 
at the time of his capture, and was taken from him with other valuables 
by the officers securing him. It has not since been heard of. No trace of 
the other two coins can be obtained from the day they were presented to 
the gentlemen above named to the present day. 


From “The Numismatist,’’ March, 1910: 


The Confederate Half Dollar has, in recent weeks, been a subject of con- 
siderable numismatic interest and discussion in the East—due to the only 


(Continued on next page) 
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located original specimen having been offered for public competition at the 
Elder sale, in New York, March 11th, 1910. That the Confederacy had a 
coinage was evidently unknown until about 1879, when the late E. Mason, 
Jr., numismatist of Philadelphia, located a specimen of what proved to be a 
Confederate Half Dollar, and with it the reverse die from which it was 
struck, in the possession of Dr. B. F. Taylor. 

With the genuineness of the coin established, Mr. Mason purchased the 
specimen and the die from Dr. Taylor, and the coin and die were sold May, 
1879, to Mr. J. W. Scott, of New York. 

The recent sale of the coin was widely advertised in advance, and con- 
siderable interest attended its sale for the reason that while it was an- 
nounced and catalogued ‘‘to be sold without reserve’’ it was known to a 
number that unless the coin brought $4,000.00 it would not be sold. The 
lot was started at $1,000.00 and at first jumped $500.00 at a bid, then 
$250.00 was the mover to $3,750.00, when the bidding ceased, and ‘‘Kagle”’ 
was announced by Mr. Elder as the purchaser. Since the coin at public 
auction did not reach the price which was considered a protection mark for 
it, and as the name of the purchaser has not been announced, there is a 
question in some minds if the coin has, in this instance, changed ownership. 

Compared with the prices commanded by coins having practically no 
historical association, and that this is a decidedly historic coin and the 
only known existing specimen of a total coinage of four pieces, and the 
only coin of any kind ever attempted by the Confederate States of America, 
it may well be considered a very valuable coin, and we will not be surprised 
to know that the coin was taken care of at public sale and has or will very 
soon become the property of a prominent collector at private sale. 


From ‘The Numismatist,’’ September, 1918: 
Under the heading of ‘‘American Numismatic Society.” 


The Society has recently acquired, through the munificent gift of Mr. J. 
Sanford Saltus, the famous Confederate Half Dollar. This identical piece 
was the first one known, and until a few years ago was the only one that 
had come to light. 

It is in perfect condition and weighs 192% grains, 192 grains being the 
weight of the regular U. S. Half Dollar at the time. Another specimen 
turned up in 1910 at Rondout, N. Y., and was purchased by Mr. H. O. Gran- 
berg of Oshkosh, Wis. This second specimen shows considerable signs of 
wear. To whom this specimen originally belonged has never been ascer- 
tained. 


TWO MORE RARITIES 





1792 DISME 


About three are known. This is the same specimen that was sold in the 
Parmalee sale in 1890. As far as we know there has been none sold at 
auction since then. Price on application. 


(Continued on following page) 


A UNIQUE (?) CONFEDERATE 
HALF DOLLAR RE-STRIKE 


By WM. A. PHILPOTT, JR., Secretary 
Texas Bankers Association, Dallas A.N.A. 1798 


Until early in 1879 collectors of United States coins never knew for 
a certainty that the Confederate States of America officially issued a 
metallic coin, a half dollar in silver. This was 18 years after the die 
(reverse) had been cut, and presumably, four pieces had been struck 
by the Confederate mint authorities in New Orleans. Since 1879 many 
articles have been printed about the Confederate half dollar. The story 
of this fabulous coin (and it is fabulous) has been pretty well pieced 
together, facts authenticated, dates and names documented. Older 
numismatists are familiar with the history of the Confederate half dollar. 
But to acquaint the younger generation of collectors with the known 
facts (and some of the disputed points) the paragraphs which follow 
propose to review articles that have heretofore been written. 


However, before getting into the history of the coin, die, re-strikes, 
etc., under discussion, it may be well to present an account of what this 
writer believes is a unique Confederate re-strike (reproduced on this 
page). Mr. Scott of New York (J. W. Scott of Scott and Company, coins 
and stamps) in 1879 filed off reverses of 500 U.S. half dollars, all dated 
1861, and re-struck them with the reverse Confederate die. These are 
known as the Scott re-strikes. 
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The re-strike pictured herewith is one with a perfectly double- 
struck obverse. The date 1861 shows plainly at the top and bottom. The 
figure of Liberty, with all her details of dress, are perfectly superim- 
posed. Even the stars “pile up” in proper position. In other words, the 
obverse shows a perfectly mis-struck or double-struck coin, as if it had 


been carefully fed “upside down” a second time into the coining press 
during the minting operation. 
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Naturally the reverse of this particular 1861 half dollar was also% 
perfectly double-struck. But this all disappeared in the shaving off of 
the 7 grains of silver, which was the usual amount removed. This unique 
(has any reader ever heard of another?) re-strike evidently was struck 
early among the 500 pieces, as there is not the least sign of deterioration 4 
of the die — every line being clear and well struck up. The half dolla 
shown herewith weighs the customary 185 grains (19214 grains in the 
standard piece). It has the usual flattened reeding on the edge, but the 4 
double-struck obverse does not show “flattening’”’ to the degree noticed 3 
in many re-strikes. (The writer has owned 50 of these re-strikes at one 3 
time or another, and has noted some obverses are more “flattened” in 
appearance than others, probably caused by uneven pressure by the % 
screw press on which they were struck.) 4 

In the summer of 1879, shortly after Mr. Scott purchased the Con 
federate die, David Proskey, a well-known numismatist and coin dealer, 
of New York, was commissioned by Mr. Scott to supervise the coining 4 
of the re-strikes. The writer can imagine this dialogue on the morning 3 
the “operation re-strike” began: ag 

Proskey: (examining the one known original) “Well, boss, this proof 
original form of New Orleans is out of this world (or the 1879 equiva-3 
lent) — and no doubt the other three specimens are gone forever!” (4 

Scott: ‘Too true, too true. But can’t we manage to produce some + 
‘varieties’ in our re-strikes? This $1.50 profit on each piece will hardly 
pay us for press oil!” E 


Proskey: “I -have an idea, boss. You remember old so-and-so whos 
specializes in mis-strikes, freak coins? Well, he has an 1861 half, per=4 
fectly double-struck! If he really wants a unique piece, and will pay us3 
a fair price for our trouble, we’ll make him a real rarity! What do yous : 
say?” ‘ a 

Scott: ‘“That’s a lulu (or the 1879 equivalent) of an idea, David. 
See if he is agreeable.” 


And, so, maybe, was brought into existence the unique (?) re-strike. 
- which illustrates this article. For more than half a century it was in: a 
-collector’s lock box in San Antonio, Texas, and came into possession of2 
the writer two years ago. Now, let us get on with the story of the: 
Confederate half dollar. 


A New York newspaper, on January 2, 1879, printed an article 
rare coins, written by E. B. Mason, Jr., of E. B. Mason & Co., numis=3 
matic dealers of Philadelphia. Not long after this Mr. Mason received: 
a letter from Dr. B. F. Taylor, secretary and treasurer, Louisiana State 

~ Board of Health, New Orleans, in which he stated that he had a half; 
.. dollar struck in early April, 1861, by authority of the Confederate; 
- Treasury Department at the New Orleans mint. In February, 1861, when} 
:the:mint was surrendered by Federal officials to the Confederacy, Dri 
Taylor. was aoe chief coiner. The other officers of the mint 
cluded Wm. A. Elmore, superintendent; A. J. Guerot, treasurer; Dr 
M. F. Bonzano, melter and refiner; Howard Millspaugh, assayer; A. H. Ms 
Patterson, engraver and die sinker; Conrad Schmidt, foreman of thé 
coining room—all of whom were retained by the Confederate authorities.§ 


April, 1861, Chas. G. Memminger, secretary of the Confederate: 
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Treasury ordered, os designs for a half dollar Boe be submitted fory 
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his approval. The design selected was an obverse identical with the Lib- 
erty seated half dollars of the period, and the reverse of the now familiar 
Confederate half dollar: a shield with seven stars, representing the 
seceding States; above the shield a Liberty Cap; the shield and cap 
entwined with wreaths of sugar cane and cotton; inscription on upper 
rim “Confederate States of America” and below ‘Half Dol.’ This reverse 
die was engraved by Mr. Patterson and was prepared for the coining 
press by Mr. Schmidt. Dr. Taylor wrote Mr. Mason that all officials of 
the mint, including himself, were present in mid-April, 1861 when four 
(and four only) specimens were struck from the new die, and an 1861 
obverse die for the regular half dollar coinage (330,000 pieces struck at 
New Orleans in January and February, 1861), the striking being done 
on a hand screw press. These four pieces, all struck in proof, testified 
Dr. Taylor, were distributed as follows: one to Jefferson Davis, president 
of the Confederacy, one to Prof. Biddle of the University of Louisiana, 
one to Dr. E. Ames, a prominent physician of New Orleans and friend 
of Dr. Taylor, and the fourth to the chief coiner himself, Dr. Taylor. The 
chief coiner also had the foresight to retain the reverse die. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury suspended operations of the mint on April 30, 1861, 
because of the great difficulty of obtaining bullion. Thus the existence 
of the Confederate half dollar was not generally known for 14 years 
after the close of the Civil War. 


After some correspondence Dr. Taylor sent his specimen of the 
Confederate half dollar and the reverse die to Mr. Mason, and, shortly 
after the authenticity of the coin had been established, both the coin 
and die were sold by Mr. Mason, as agent for Dr. Taylor, to J. W. Scott 
for the sum of $310. This was in September, 1879. Mr. Scott jealously 
kept the reverse die (he had a long range idea), but in 1882 sold the 
coin at public auction for $870. Along about 1900 the coin came into 
Mr. Scott’s possession again and this time was offered in private sale 
for $750, but no sale was made. Next, the coin came up for bidding 
(after being widely advertised) on March 11, 1910, at an Elder Sale in 
New York. The announcement was made that the coin would be “sold 
without reserve,” but it was understood there was a protection mark of 
$4,000 on the coin. It was started at $1,000 and was moved up to 
$3,750 when the bidding ceased and Mr. Elder proclaimed ‘‘Eagle” as the 
purchaser — but because the $4,000 mark was not reached it is gen- 
erally thought the piece did not change hands at that time. So, it 
seems that this Confederate proof half dollar was placed in various 
auction sales during the next 8 years, and always ‘bought in” — that is, 
there was a protective bid which prevented the coin from changing 
ownership. Probably not more than three different collectors ever owned 
the piece. In 1918 David Proskey of New York, as agent for another 
dealer, sold the coin and die for $3,000 to J. Sanford Saltus. Mr. Saltus 
presented the coin to the American Numismatic Society, New York, on 
July 30, 1918, where it may be seen in all its beauty (dulled proof) and 
rarity today. 


Concerning the other three Confederate half dollars, struck in April, 
1861, no definite trace remains. To be sure, expert numismatic students 
and dealers in the last quarter of the 19th century diligently pursued 
every clue, every rumor, hoping to find the missing three. Dr. Taylor, 
himself, in the late 1870s and early 1880s turned New Orleans inside out 
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in a systematic search. He did report one in the hands of a “Confed- 
erate Army officer” who had determined to ‘hand it down to my son.” 
Jefferson Davis, ex-president of the Confederacy, wrote a letter on May 
10, 1879, announcing his Confederate half dollar was taken by Federal 
officers when they rifled his baggage at the time he was confined in 
prison at Fortress Monroe. In 1910 it was reported that Marks Jacobs 
of Rondout, New York, had an original (perfect reeding and 192 grains 
in weight, no flattening on the obverse) which he “received in change 30 
years ago.” (This coin was later bought by H. O. Grandberg, Oshkosh, 
Mich., but was never pronounced “‘an original” by the experts.) It was 
reported about 1911 that the Byron Reed collection, in the Public 
Library of Omaha, Neb., contained ‘‘an original.” Also ‘fan original’ 
Confederate half dollar was said to be on exhibition at the St. Louis 
Exposition in 1904, “the property of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Confederate Veterans.’ In the opinion of experts (with whom this 
writer heartily agrees) all these reported “originals” and many others 
are merely Scott re-strikes, and that up to this moment only one of the 
four originals, Confederate proof half dollars, is known. The other 
three, no doubt, are irretrievably lost. 


Mr. Scott jealously kept in his possession the reverse die until he had 
minted his white metal advertising pieces and the re-strikes (500 of 
each). Then he softened the steel of the die’s face, cancelled it with a file 
mark, struck at least two brass splashers, and offered the cancelled die for 
sale at $50. It was sold to a collector in November, 1879, and during the 
next 40 years was owned by several collectors, including Judson Brenner, 
De Kalb, Ill., and Elliott Smith of New York, and finally went to J. 
Sanford Saltus in 1918, along with the proof coin which he bought from 
David Proskey (the die and the coin for $3000). Of the two brass impres- 
sions (splashers) of the cancelled die, F. C. C. Boyd, Ringoes, New Jersey, 
owns one which he secured from Elliott Smith of New York, and the other 
is supposed to be with the cancelled die. 


An important question at the moment: where is the cancelled die of 
the Confederate half dollar? It is hoped some reader can uncover it. Some 
twenty years ago this writer saw this cancelled die in a museum case — 
as he remembers, in the Confederate Museum in Richmond, Va. He 
examined the die with care —the curator opening the case for closer 
scrutiny and actual handling. There was the defacing file mark and a 
splasher in tarnished brass, lead, or other base metal, with the “ridge” 
across its face. Recently India W. Thomas, House Regent at the Rich- 
mond Confederate Museum, wrote: “The die has never been in our col- 
lection. If you locate it, we will be grateful if you will let us know where 
it is.” 

In 1923 David Proskey (died August 16, 1928), reporting the sale of 
the original coin and die to J. Sanford Saltus (who presented the coin, as 
above set out, to the American Numismatic Society) wrote, “Mr. Saltus 
gave the cancelled die to the Louisiana Historical Society, New Orleans, 
where it now reposes.” This Society, up to now, has failed to respond to 
repeated inquiry concerning the whereabouts of the die. But this writer 
did see the die some twenty years ago in a museum — he thinks in Rich- 
mond, but it could have been in New Orleans. 


The story about the Scott re-strikes varies in several particulars. It 
is certain that Mr. Scott never let the die out of his sight, hardly, until 
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the re-striking operation was complete. Some say the die cracked so 
badly after 200 pieces had been struck that Mr. Scott was afraid to strike 
more silver, so brought on his white metal pieces. And Mr. Scott himself 
announced the issue was overscribed and offered a “premium to those 
who subscribed for two or more” in order to have enough to go around. 
But, no doubt, the best account of the re-striking activity comes from 
David Proskey, who supervised the operation for Mr. Scott. In a lengthy 
report on the enterprise, Mr. Proskey makes plain that 500 each of the 
white metal impressions and the half dollars were struck — the white 
metal (showing the Confederate reverse and a Scott store card on the 
obverse) were struck first, because Mr. Scott feared the old die would 
fly to bits because of the hard silver —and he wanted to have “some- 
thing,’ as Proskey said, to send the subscribers. But the die held for the 
500 silver coins — and in the 50 or more coins I have examined the die 
breaks are not alarming (the die itself shows only three rim cracks). 


Mr. Scott first advertised for 500 half dollars, dated 1861, “as near 
uncirculated as possible.” He offered a small premium above face and 
Proskey writes he soon had “pecks of them.’’ The buyer specified “1861 
half dollars of the N. O. mint” — but if he was to shave the reverse, 
why did the coins have to be O. mint? This was just another adver- 
tising “come on,” no doubt. The filing off of seven grains of silver 
from the reverse of the coins completely removed the design, and was 
not such a difficult operation, reports Proskey. To prevent battering and 
flattening of the obverse of the coins as much as possible, the Liberty 
seated face was placed on a blank of soft brass and the striking was done 
on a hand screw press, which accounts for many variations in depth of 
reverse striking, off-center pressure, and obverse flattening. No two are 
alike on these points. 


The circular accompanying the re-strikes to the subscribers is dated 
October 17, 1879. It says “delay in forwarding, caused by the die break- 
ing on the first trial,” which does not agree with Proskey’s statement that 
“the die held intact” after the 500 white metal pieces and the 500 silver 
coins had been struck. The circular says, “up to the 10th inst. we have 
received orders for 567 pieces—the odd 67 subscribers can only be 
supplied by duplicates from patrons who ordered two copies,’”’ and then 
the circular offers a premium of 50 cents above the paid price of $2 “‘to 
anyone who will kindly return us one.” Mr. Proskey writes this was not 
true. He says the white metal pieces were all sold at 50 cents each. But 
“it is doubtful if over 250 silver re-strikes were sold at that time, as Scott 
had a plentiful supply for over 30 years thereafter to my personal knowl- 
edge. He gradually raised the price to $15.” 


Anyway, the team of Scott and Proskey did an expert coining job — 
and today their handiwork enlivens the lives of some 500 collectors who 
possess this rather valuable and most interesting relic. Today these 
re-strikes sell up to $75. During the years from 1918 to 1930 the writer 
bought all specimens offered at $15 and under. Soon he had half a hun- 
dred, and no two were alike. Then, two years ago, he ran across one 
which motivated this article —a re-strike on a double-struck coin. Now 
the writer thinks he has “seen everything” in the way of Confederate 
half dollars of the Scott re-strike. Yes, he has held the one proof original 
in his own finger tips, with the proper numismatic grip! 
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FORTY YEARS OF COIN COLLECTING 
By WILLIAM H. STERNBERG, A.N.A. 3285 


It was sometime during the year 1909 when I was attending high 
school in New York that the thought of collecting coins first came to 
mind. The presence at home of a number of silver pieces which father 
had brought with him when immigrating from Europe added zest to 
my desire. 

I recall the day when a classmate showed me some coins and asked 
whether I was interested to purchase them. The lot contained about a 
dozen pieces. Most of them were coppers and a few small silver pieces. 
The lad asked a dollar for his goods and the deal was closed. 


That evening at home I looked over my purchase more carefully and 
discovered a coin of yellow metal with a small hole pierced through the 
top. The presence of a “step-child” in my miniature collection was not 
encouraging so I went to a dealer and disposed of it. I received a dollar 
for the piece. This first venture into a new field, assuring me of profit 
in coin collecting, was my introduction to the hobby of the numismatist. 

My financial means being limited to the small allowance which the 
folks gave me restricted my coin acquisitions to the common variety of 
coppers. History and geography were two of my favorite subjects at 
school and so influenced my selection of coins. 

It was about this time in 1909 when the Lincoln cent was first minted. 
I remember well the furor caused by the issuance of this new piece. The 
coin at first was put in circulation with the initials of the sculptor, V. D.B., 
conspicuously displayed. At this protests began springing up. The demand 
for the piece was great when it was rumored that the initials of the 
designer would be eliminated in a new issue, that the government was to 
recall the first ones made. This rumor proved unwarranted, however. 
Hopes that there would be a premium on the first issue bearing the 
initials further increased the demand and pushed the price of the coin 
up to as much as one dollar. The New York Times was foremost in the 
condemnation of the Lincoln cent, arguing that “it was contrary to prece- 
dent to have the head of a president memoralized.” In an editorial at the 
time, the paper said: 
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MORE ABOUT THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 
By WM. A. PHILPOTT, JR., A.N.A. 1978, Dallas, Texas 


Referring again to my article on the Confederate half dollar (Numis- 
matist, April, 1950, pages 189-193), it seems necessary to write a supplement, 
or sequel. In mid-April, 1861, four half dollars, all proofs, were struck at the 
New Orleans mint from the regular half dollar obverse die of that year, and 
a Confederate half dollar reverse die (from which 500 re-strikes were struck 
by Scott in 1879). Of the four original pieces, my April story reported that 
no definite traces of three remain—the one known specimen being in the 
collection of the American Numismatic Society, New York. 


Since writing the April article, I have seen and examined a second 
original (of whose existence I had known, but had forgotten about). Eric 
P. Newman, the well known collector of St. Louis, Mo., owns what is called 
the Newcomer-Green specimen. This coin weighs slightly over 190% grains 
(standard weight, 192 grains) and shows some surface wear from having been 
carried as a pocket piece. The edge reeding (commonly called milling) is 
strong and perfect. The obverse is perfectly struck and does not have the 
flattened appearance of the re-strikes. The most convincing feature is the 
5% grains (even with surface wear) it has above the 185 grains of the 
re-strikes — being less than 2 grains below the standard weight of an uncircu- 
lated coin. 


The Newman coin is said to have been discovered by Thos. Elder, the 
New York dealer, around 1912. (I believe this coin came from New Orleans, 
but have no documentary proof.) It was purchased by Mr. Newcomer, the 
widely-known collector of Baltimore. Colonel Green bought the Newcomer 
collection of half dollars intact. The late B. G. Johnson of the St. Louis Coin 
and Stamp Company acquired the coin from the Green estate and sold it to 
Mr. Newman, the present owner. The fact that Messrs. Elder, Newcomer, 
Colonel Green, Johnson, and Newman pronounce the coin one of the originals 
is good enough for me. With me it is number 2 of the 4 originally issued. 
Where are the other 2? Quien sabe? 


After the appearance of the article last April, the author has received 
numerous letters giving clues to the whereabouts of original Confederate 
half dollars. If all clues lead to discovery, we would have some 25 originals. 
It is my opinion that these “reported” originals are merely the Scott re-strikes. 


However, one “clue” deserves a paragraph. This concerns the “original” 
which was owned by Jefferson Davis, and was stolen from his trunk at the 
time he was prisoner at Fortress Monroe. Mark Bream, an elderly collector 
of Cashtown, Pa., says he has this Jefferson Davis piece — that he inherited 
it from his father, who bought it from a soldier — the selfsame Union soldier 
who took it when he rifled the Davis belongings. In 1936, at a meeting of 
the Washington Numismatic Society (in Gettysburg, Pa.), Mr. Bream appeared 
with his coin and read a paper on it. It is understood that some members of the 
Washington Society examined the coin carefully, weighed it and found it up 
to standard. The author has this information by second-hand only. Letters 
to Mr. Bream remain unanswered, because he is elderly, little addicted to 
writing, and leery of “coin dealers,’ several of whom have tried to buy 
the coin. Mr. Bream says the coin is not for sale — and the best information 
on its present whereabouts is that “he has given it to his sister, who lives in 
Ohio.”” So, until this writer sees this coin and gives it a very careful examina- 
tion, he will class it as a Scott re-strike. 


An important question I raised in my April article was: where is the 
cancelled die of the Confederate half dollar? No light has been shed on this. 
I had hoped some reader would uncover the die— but not one letter men- 
tioned it. I am still looking. Is it in Richmond? Is it in New Orleans? To 
complete the records of this interesting coinage we must find the die, which 
was cancelled by Mr. Scott after he had used it to produce his 500 re-strikes, 
and his 500 white metal store cards. 
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The Story of the 
Confederate Cent 


by JOHN J. FORD Jr. 
(From “THE COIN COLLECTOR’S JOURNAL” 
Jan.-Feb., 1951. Brought up to date by Mr. Ford.) 


Mr. W.. A> Philpott, Jr: 
wrote, in the April, 1950, and 
January, 1951, issues of the 
Numismatist, two extreme- 
ly interesting references to 
the Half Dollar struck by 
the Confederacy and its sub- 
sequent restrikes. Another 
serious numismatist, Walter 
Breen, made further com- 
ments concerning the re- 
strikes of the Half Dollar in 
the December, 1950, number 
of the A.N.A. publication. 

The presentation of new 
data, coupled with known 
information, concerning the 
only duly authorized silver 
coinage of the southern re- 
public, more or less inspired 
the author to retrace the 
story and history of the Con- 
federate Cent. 

Actually, the One Cent 
piece is the only other unit 
of metallic currency, bear- 
ing the name or inscriptions 
of the Confederate States, 
that has even a semi-official 
background. The so-called 
“Confederate Dimes” bear- 
ing either the busts of Davis 
or Beauregard, or the “Half 
Dime” and various token is- 
sues, are all of strictly pri- 
vate origin. All were struck 
either as speculative issues 
or as medalets. So far as is 
known, no records exist in- 
dicating that the Confeder- 
ate States of America ever 
contemplated the issue of 
any denominations, with the 
exception of the aforemen- 
tioned Half Dollar and Cent. 
There has never been any 
testimony from ,ex-Confed- 
erate officials concerning 
any other coinages and we 
must therefore await the 


improbable future discovery 
of documentary evidence in 
reference to the odd items. 

The Confederate Cent was 
discovered by Capt. John W. 
Haseltine, a veteran of the 
Civil War, who seemed to 
have an uncanny faculty for 
discovering coins that had 
been previously unknown. 
Dealer Haseltine is probably 
best known for his monu- 
mental work on Silver Dol- 
lars, Halves and Quarters, 
published as the “Type Ta- 
ble” in 1881. The most im- 
portant of his discoveries, 
besides the Confederate 
Cent, was that of the orig- 
inals of the first designs for 
the larger Nova Constellatio 
silver pieces. (1783 Mark 
and Quint) He also un- 
earthed the Washington New 
Jersey Cent with the bust of 
our first president upon the 
reverse. 

At the Philadelphia con- 
vention of the American 
Numismatic Association in 
1908, Capt. Haseltine was 
elected an honorary member 
of the A.N.A. and at that 
time he presented an ad- 
dress describing the details 
of his discoveries including 
that of the Confederate 
Cent. This address was re- 
produced at least twice in 
the Numismatist, each time 
with minor variations. In 
March, 1919, at the conclu- 
sion of the Allen articles on 
Confederate Paper Money, 
the part of Haseltine’s state- 
ment pertaining to the 
C.S.A. Cent was published 
together with extensive in- 
formation concerning the 
Half Dollar and the so-called 
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made from the original dies 


issues. Again, in the April, 
1925, Numismatist, at the 
time of J.W.H.’s demise, the 
pertinent parts of his 1908 
address were reproduced as 
part of the obituary. 

The beginning of the Ha- 
seltine story centers about 
one Robert Lovett, Jr. Mr. 
Lovett was a die sinker, one 
of three brothers, all of 
whom professed to be ex- 
pert engravers. The most 
prolific of the three, George 
H. Lovett, was located at 
131 Fulton St., New York 
City, and while there pro- 
duced a large number of 
tokens and medals including 
his own store cards bearing 
that address. The other 
brother, John D., was the 
least successful of the three, 
his best known works being 
his own cards issued from 
1 ‘Cortland St, N.Y. €5 she 
brothers were the sons of 
Robert Lovett, Sr. who is 
best known for his extreme- 
ly rare New York card is- 
sued at 67 Maiden Lane. He 
is also noted for his Croton 
Aqueduct Medal dated 1842. 

Originally operating in 
New York City, Robert Lov- 
ett, Jr. moved to Philadel- 
phia several years prior to 
the Civil War. In Philadel- 
phia, Lovett continued his 
career as a Medalist and 
struck cards as early as 
1858. 

The Lovett Store Card 

In 1860, Mr. Lovett de- 
signed and struck a beauti- 
ful store card bearing both 
his name and address to- 
gether with a superb bust of 
Liberty. A proper descrip- 
tion of the piece would be 
as follows: Obv. Eust of Lib- 
erty wearing cap to 1. R. 
LOVETT JR. ENGRAVER 
& DIE SINKER. 1860 below. 
Rev. Within a wreath of 
corn and wheat, 200 SO. 
FIFTH ST. Around the bor- 
der, METALLIC BUSINESS 
CARDS. Below, PHILA- 
DELPHIA. Impressions are 
known in Copper, Brass, 
Copper-Nickel and Nickel. 
They are listed in Edgar 
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Adams’ standard work as 
Nos. 353, 354, 355 and 356 
(Pennsylvania). A large 
number were undoubtedly 
coined as specimens are eas- 
ily found. 

Robert Lovett’s extensive 
advertising presumably bore 
fruit as his name was re- 
peatedly brought to the at- 
tention of Bailey & Co., 
Philadelphia Jewelers, who, 
incidentally, issued a series 
of store cards themselves. 
(Adams, Nos. 28 through 33, 
Pennsylvania) Lovett did 
work for Bailey & Co., and 
among the most notable 
items struck to their order 
was the Japanese Embassy 
medal dated 1860. 

On December 20, 1860, 
South Carolina had the au- 
dacity to secede from the 
Union and on February 4, 
1861, the Southern Confed- 
eracy was formed at Mont- 
gomery. During the period 
from February 9th to July 
21st, Davis and Stephens 
were elected as top execu- 
tives of the Confederate 
States, Sumter was fired up- 
on and the European States 
proclaimed dubiously, their 
pledges of neutrality. While 
all this was going on, Lin- 
coln pleaded for volunteers 
and enterprising individuals 
quietly crossed the border 
states, in both directions, in 
search of an honest dollar. 

While southern agents 
contacted patriotic members 
of the American and Na- 
tional Bank Note Companies 
in New York concerning the 
issuance of Paper Money, 
other operatives established 
connections with Bailey & 
Co. relative to plans for a 
minor coinage. 

The officials of Bailey & 
Co. brought Robert Lovett, 
Jr. into the picture, as their 
favorite die sinker and en- 
graver, and as one thing led 
to another, Lovett engraved 
the dies for a Pattern Con- 
federate Cent, borrowing 
the main design from his 
store card dated a year earli- 
er. 


T 





The Confederate Cent 


The Pattern Cent can be 
described as follows: Obv. 
Bust of Liberty wearing cap 
to 1. as on the 1860 Lovett 
ecard. CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA. 
1861 below. Rev. Within a 
wreath of cotton, sugar cane 
and tobacco, 1 CENT. There 
is a cotton bale at the bot- 
tom of the wreath, upon 
which is the engraver’s ini- 
tial “L.” The Confederate 
Cent has a plain edge, as 
does the store card, and was 
struck by Lovett in a copper- 


nickel alloy approximating 
the composition of the regu- 
lar U.S. Cents of the period. 
(88 parts copper and 12 
parts nickel) 

After striking twelve spec- 
imens as samples, Lovett 
realized that his was a some- 
what precarious position. He 
had engraved dies and 
struck coins for the order of 
a government with whom 
the United States was fight- 
ing a bloody war. In Lovett’s 
own words, his wife became 
timid about his delivering 
the dies and the coins for 
fear the United States Gov- 
ernment might arrest him 
for giving assistance to the 
enemy. Following Mrs. L’s 
advice, the pattern cents and 
dies were buried in the Loy- 
ett cellar. 

Some years after the ces- 
sation of hostilities, in 1873 
to be exact, Lovett inad- 
vertently spent one of the 
Confederate Cents over a 
bar which was located in 
West Philadelphia. He had 
carried one of the coins as a 
pocket piece, presumably to 
show it to tap-room ac- 
quaintances. 

The bartender who re- 
ceived the cent recognized 
it as an odd item, and its 
description, through another 
party, almost simultaneously 
reached Haseltine and J. 
Colvin Randall. Randall was 
a Philadelphia collector of 
note, and he immediately 
checked what seemed a fan- 
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RESTRIKE 
is a numismatic bargain 


We have priced these coins espe- 
cially low to produce quick sales 
and profits for dealers. They are, in 
fact, cheaper than ordinary medals, 
struck from recent dies — without 
even considering the tremendous 
historical value of the Confederate 
Cent, struck from the original dies! 
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ATTRACTIVELY PACKAGED 

-——for more profits 
‘We're preparing a special plastic 
holder for the thousands of collec- 
tors who will want to buy “sets of 3.” 
The retail price is $14.50; your cost 
is only $8.70. Here’s an opportunity 
for a larger sale at a greater dollar 
profit. 


FOR 
“ROLL” 


COLLECTORS 


Another profit-making suggestion for 
the smart dealer. Offer this prized 
bronze item to “roll collectors” and 
watch your sales multiply. Instead 
of 1 or 3 pieces, you sell 50 ata clip! 
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The re-appearance of Robert Lovett’s 
Original Dies for the Confederate Cent! 


The re-appearance of the original dies of the Confederate Cent would 
at any time be significant in numismatic circles. During the current 
Civil War Centennial years, their appearance has a dramtically increased 
importance and interest, especially to anyone who is a student of the 
War between the States. Both the general public and the Confederate 
buff will consider this one of the most important numismatic events 
of the year. 
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20,000 pieces in bronze at $25 
-obs 5,000 pieces in goldine at $45 
5,000 pieces in silver at $75 


A few pieces in platinum 


NOTE: Returns thus far indicate an unusually heavy demand for the silver 
restrike. It is now apparent that the offering price was set too low. The silver 
issue will be the first to sell out and will most likely be subject to brisk trading. 
However, in accordance with our policy, the original offering price will be 
maintained until the entire silver issue is sold out. 
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cellent investment... 

nly previous restrikes from the Lovett dies were made in 1874 by 
. Haseltine, who struck only 74 pieces. One of these bronze cents, 
ally purchased at $4.00, was recently resold at over $2,000.00! 
‘ashlow 2nd restrike from the original dies has been faithfully 
juced by the skilled and experienced firm of August Frank & Co. 
‘ladelphia. By means of the hubbing process, they have been able 
‘ke a total of 30,000 pieces. An affidavit certifying to this fact has 
signed by Mr. Herman Frank of the above Company. NO MORE 
.R WILL BE STRUCK. The wise collector and investor will be quick 
alize the potential of the Bashlow 2nd restrike, and will act 
dingly. 
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'—prices on request. 


The original Lovett dies will be presented by Mr. Robert 
Bashlow in March to the U. S. Mint Collection housed in 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D. C. = 





tastic story with Capt. H. 
Both collector and dealer 
traced down the bartender’s 
specimen, and upon exam- 
ining it, Haseltine identified 
it as Lovett’s work due no 
doubt to the extensive cir- 
culation of his 1860 card. 

Upon calling upon Lovett, 
the good Captain was sur- 
prised to hear him deny any 
knowledge of the coin or of 
having made the dies. After 
numerous calls, all of which 
were met by vigorous de 
nials, Haseltine finally 
heard the true story when 
Lovett “slightly in his cups,” 
as Haseltine put it in 1908, 
pulled out a drawer in one 
of his cabinets and exhibited 
a line of the little Confeder- 
ate cents. 

Obviously, Lovett con- 
cealed his connection with 
the patterns, even long after 
the war, due to his constant 
fear of discovery. After Ha- 
seltine heard the story, he 
purchased the dies and ten 
copper-nickel pieces that 
Lovett had left. (He having 
lost another besides the one 
passed in change.) 

In a few months, Hasel- 
tine sold six of the copper- 
nickel pieces and as his sup- 
ply was running low, he de- 
cided together with Randall, 
to have Mr. Peter L. Krider 
of 618 Chestnut St., Phila- 
delphia, strike five hundred 
pieces in copper as well as 
a limited number of speci- 
mens in the precious metals. 

The results of this joint 
enterprise were fairly suc- 
cessful, but the contem- 
plated number of restrikes 
was not struck. After strik- 
ing seven specimens in Gold 
and twelve in silver, Krider 
started on the copper pieces. 
After the: fifty-fifth impres- 
sion, the collar burst and the 
dies were broken. 

Haseltine then decided to 
issue a circular advertising 
the restrikes and giving the 
collecting public the human 
interest angle concerning his 
discovery of the dies and 
subsequent operations. He 


also offered the four copper- 
nickel pieces he had left and 
made note of the fact that 
the broken dies were on dis- 
play in his store at 1343 
Chestnut Street. This circu- 
lar is reproduced in its en- 
tirety elsewhere on this 
page. 

The Captain’s memory de- 
teriorated somewhat over 
the years as the number of 
coins restruck varied from 
the original figures when he 
gave his address in 1908. At 
the A.N.A. gathering he 
stated that only three were 
struck in gold, instead of 
seven, and that five were 
struck in silver, instead of 
fifteen. 

Shortly after the restrik- 
ing operation took place, 
two singular events trans- 
pired. The dean of American 
dealers, Henry Chapman, 
began his apprenticeship 
with Capt. Haseltine and a 
year or two later, Robert 
Lovett, Jr. passed on to his 
reward. Shortly after join- 
ing the Haseltine establish- 
ment, Henry began playing 
with the broken dies of the 
Confederate Cent. 

The Chapman Muling 

In the course of handling 
the dies, young Henry man- 
ufactured a unique mule in 
that he combined the reverse 
of the Confederate Cent 
with the obverse of a small 
Washington medalet, Baker 
No. 209, the regular reverse 
of which usually consisted 
of a bust of Martha Wash- 
ington facing to the left. 

It is ironic that the ob- 
verse die used by H. C. was 
also engraved by R. Lovett 
and that it was originally 
used, sans date, by William 
Idler, another Philadelphia 
dealer, as the obverse for a 
store card, Baker No. 545. It 
is interesting to note that 
Idler was Haseltine’s father- 
in-law. 

The precocious antiquari- 
an did not inform W. S. 
Baker of his unique creation 
when Baker was assembling 
material for his Medallic 


Portraits of Washington. It 
is just as well, as the author 
of the standard work on 
Washingtonia had his hands 
full with mules and other 
medallic perversions. 

Chapman later placed the 
item into his extensive stock 
and in time it was sold to 
George M. Parsons. Eventu- 
ally it wound up as lot No. 
1030 in the Parsons sale cat- 
alog which naturally, was 
sold by Henry C. The lot in 
question only realized $2.00 
and was bought in by Chap- 
man who priced it at $10.00 
and added it to his stock. 
There it remained until final 
disposition of the Chapman 
estate. It then went, togeth- 
er with the original ticket, 
to Ed Rice, Prospect Plains, 
New Jersey. It is presently 
in the stock of the Empire 
Coin Co., Inc. having, in the 
meantime, been in the Fuld 
collection. 

Mr. W. W. Woodside 
penned a very interesting 
article on the Confederate 
Cent which appeared in a 
now defunct little magazine 
called Numisma (Nov. 1939, 
Vol. 1, No 2). Woodside’s 
article was quite informative 
and was based upon an old 
newspaper clipping. He also 
quoted Henry Chapman’s 
description of the Confeder- 
ate Cent which appeared in 
the celebrated Jenks collec- 
tion catalog circa 1921. 
Chapman, in the Jenks cata- 
log, erroneously stated that 
the Confederate Cent was 
the work of George H. and 
not Robert Lovett. 





Collectors have in recent 
years been offered many 
‘fantasy’ Confederate coins, 


almost all of which have 
been poor imitations or rep- 
licas, die-struck, of Lovett’s 
C.S.A. cent. These pieces are 
technically “struck fanta- 
sies’’, and should not be con- 
fused with RESTRIKES 
which, in spite of constant 
mis-use of the term, are im- 
pressions from original dies. 
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CIRCULAR TO 





COLLECTORS. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1874. 


Having succeeded in discovering ind purchasing the dies of the Con- 
tederate Cent, we, the undersigned, have concluded to strike for the benefit 
of Collectors a limited number, and in order to protect those gentlemen who 
had the nickel pieces, originally struck in 1861, we determined to strike 


none in that metal. 


Our intention was to strike five hundred in copper, but 


after the fifty-fifth impression the collar burst and the dics were badly broken. 
They are now in the possession of Mr. Hascltine, and may be seen at any 
time at his store, No. 1343 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The history of this piece is probably known to most Collectors, but, for 
the information of those who are ignorant of the facts, we will state that 
the dies were made by Mr. Lovett, of Philadelphia, in 1861, who says that 
they were ordered in that year for the South, and thit he struck but twelve 
pieces, but probably thinking that he might have some difficulty in refer- 
ence to them (having made the dies for the South), he mentioned the matter 
to no one until a few months since, when he parted with ten pieces, struck in 


nickel, which he stated were all he nad, having lost two pieces. 
said lost pieces was the means of the dies and pieces being traced. 


One of the 
Al- 


though the Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, it will always be 
considered interesting us the only coinage designed for the said confederacy. 
Description. —Obverse, 1861; head of Liberty; inscription, ‘‘Confederate 


States of America;"’ 


reverse, a wreath of cars of corn and wheat, with a 
cotton bale at the bottom; in the centre, the words ‘‘1 Cent.”’ 


The restrikes 


were struck by Peter L. Krider, No. 618 Chestnut Street, and we now offer 


them at the following prices: 
Gold, only seven struck, each, . 
Silver, only twelve struck, each, 


Copper, only fifty-five struck, each, . 
Nickel, origina's struck in 1861, duly four left, She, 


$30 00 
15 00 
400 
20 00 


All orders to be addressed to J. W. Haseltine. No 1343 Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia. 
Respectfully, 


J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE. 
PuiILaDELPaia, April 2, 1874. 


We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the following is the exact 
number of pieces restruck from the dies of the Confederate Cent mentioned 
in the forgoing circular, and that the dies are now broken, 


Seven in Gold, 
Twelve in Silver, 
Fifty-five in Copper, 


J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE, 
PETER L. KRIDER. 


—— en ERRRRRenne 


Authentic RESTRIKES are 
not in the same class as fan- 
tasy pieces—and never will 
be. The Confederate cent is 
no exception to this think- 
ing, and wise collectors, 
dealers and investors will 
draw their own conclusions. 


The Haseltine 
Restrikes Appreciate 
With Age! 
From $4.00 to more than 
$2,000.00 in 87 yeors 


As the above Haseltine circu- 
lar discloses, it was possible to 


various metals also avait e; Write | for prices. 


14 WASHINGTON’ PLACE, N NEW. 


i. - 


purchase a bronze restrike of 
the Lovett Confederate Cent 
for four dollars in 1874. Dur- 
ing the post ten yeors these 
pieces have appreciated in 
value over 4,000%. A South- 
ern collector recently paid well 
over $2,000.00 for a Haseltine 
bronze restrike. While the 19 
silver and gold Haseltine re- 
strikes are not offered public- 
ly frequently enough to estab- 
lish a price, it is certain thot 
they would bring many thous- 
ands of dollars in the current 
market. 


) DEALERS’ 
- PRICE 
a - Bronze | (Retail 1 $2. S0ea.) $1.50 ea. 
.Goldine (Retail $4.50 ea.) $2.70 ea. 
Lig ) 0 Silver (Retail $7. 50 Ba) | $8.50 ca. 
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CO, INC. 


YORK 3, NEW YORK 


An opportunity for immediate profits for 


COIN DEALERS! 


2nd Limited Restrike of the original Robert Lovett 


CONFEDERATE CENT 


made from the original dies 


The Story of the 
Confederate Cent 


by JOHN J. FORD Jr. 
(From “THE COIN COLLECTOR’S JOURNAL” 
Jan.-Feb., 1951. Brought up to date by Mr. Ford.) 


Mr. W. A. Philpott, Jr. 
wrote, in the April, 1950, and 
January, 1951, issues of the 
Numismatist, two extreme- 
ly interesting references to 
the Half Dollar struck by 
the Confederacy and its sub- 
sequent restrikes. Another 
serious numismatist, Walter 
Breen, made further com- 
ments concerning the re- 
strikes of the Half Dollar in 
the December, 1950, number 
of the A.N.A. publication. 

The presentation of new 
data, coupled with known 
information, concerning the 
only duly authorized silver 
coinage of the southern re- 
public, more or less inspired 
the author to retrace the 
story and history of the Con- 
federate Cent. 

Actually, the One Cent 
piece is the only other unit 
of metallic currency, bear- 
ing the name or inscriptions 
of the Confederate States, 
that has even a semi-official 
background. The so-called 
“Confederate Dimes” bear- 
ing either the busts of Davis 
or Beauregard, or the “Half 
Dime” and various token is- 
sues, are all of strictly pri- 
vate origin. All were struck 
either as speculative issues 
or as medalets. So far as is 
known, no records exist in- 
dicating that the Confeder- 
ate States of America ever 
contemplated the issue of 
any denominations, with the 
exception of the aforemen- 
tioned Half Dollar and Cent. 
There has never been any 
testimony from ,ex-Confed- 
erate officials concerning 
any other coinages and we 
must therefore await the 


improbable future discovery 
of documentary evidence in 
reference to the odd items. 

The Confederate Cent was 
discovered by Capt. John W. 
Haseltine, a veteran of the 
Civil War, who seemed to 
have an uncanny faculty for 
discovering coins that had 
been previously unknown. 
Dealer Haseltine is probably 
best known for his monu- 
mental work on Silver Dol- 
lars, Halves and Quarters, 
published as the “Type Ta- 
ble” in 1881. The most im- 
portant of his discoveries, 
besides the Confederate 
Cent, was that of the orig- 
inals of the first designs for 
the larger Nova Constellatio 
silver pieces. (1783 Mark 
and Quint) He also un- 
earthed the Washington New 
Jersey Cent with the bust of 
our first president upon the 
reverse. 

At the Philadelphia con- 
vention of the American 
Numismatic Association in 
1908, Capt. Haseltine was 
elected an honorary member 
of the A.N.A. and at that 
time he presented an ad- 
dress describing the details 
of his discoveries including 
that of the Confederate 
Cent. This address was re- 
produced at least twice in 
the Numismatist, each time 
with minor variations. In 
March, 1919, at the conclu- 
sion of the Allen articles on 
Confederate Paper Money, 
the part of Haseltine’s state- 
ment pertaining to the 
C.S.A. Cent was published 
together with extensive in- 
formation concerning the 
Half Dollar and the so-called 


issues. Again, in the April, 
1925, Numismatist, at the 
time of J.W.H.’s demise, the 
pertinent parts of his 1908 
address were reproduced as 
part of the obituary. 

The beginning of the Ha- 
seltine story centers about 
one Robert Lovett, Jr. Mr. 
Lovett was a die sinker, one 
of three brothers, all of 
whom professed to be ex- 
pert engravers. The most 
prolific of the three, George 
H. Lovett, was located at 
131 Fulton St., New York 
City, and while there pro- 
duced a large number of 
tokens and medals including 
his own store cards bearing 
that address. The other 
brother, John D., was the 
least successful of the three, 
his best known works being 
his own cards issued from 
1 Cortland St., N. Y.C. The 
brothers were the sons of 
Robert Lovett, Sr. who is 
best known for his extreme- 
ly rare New York card is- 
sued at 67 Maiden Lane. He 
is also noted for his Croton 
Aqueduct Medal dated 1842. 

Originally operating in 
New York City, Robert Lov- 
ett, Jr. moved to Philadel- 
phia several years prior to 
the Civil War. In Philadel- 
phia, Lovett continued his 
career as a Medalist and 
struck cards as early as 
1858. 

The Lovett Store Card 

In 1860, Mr. Lovett de- 
signed and struck a beauti- 
ful store card bearing both 
his name and address to- 
gether with a superb bust of 
Liberty. A proper descrip- 
tion of the piece would be 
as follows: Obv. Bust of Lib- 
erty wearing cap to 1. R. 
LOVETT JR. ENGRAVER 
& DIE SINKER. 1860 below. 
Rev. Within a wreath of 
corn and wheat, 200 SO. 
FIFTH ST. Around the bor- 
der, METALLIC BUSINESS 
CARDS. Below, PHILA- 
DELPHIA. Impressions are 
known in Copper, Brass, 
Copper-Nickel and Nickel. 
They are listed in Edgar 


Adams’ standard work as 
Nos. 353, 354, 355 and 356 
(Pennsylvania). A large 
number were undoubtedly 
coined as specimens are eas- 
ily found. 

Robert Lovett’s extensive 
advertising presumably bore 
fruit as his name was re- 
peatedly brought to the at- 
tention of Bailey & Co., 
Philadelphia Jewelers, who, 
incidentally, issued a series 
of store cards themselves. 
(Adams, Nos. 28 through 33, 
Pennsylvania) Lovett did 
work for Bailey & Co., and 
among the most notable 
items struck to their order 
was the Japanese Embassy 
medal dated 1860. 

On December 20, 1860, 
South Carolina had the au- 
dacity to secede from the 
Union and on February 4, 
1861, the Southern Confed- 
eracy was formed at Mont- 
gomery. During the period 
from February 9th to July 
2lst, Davis and Stephens 
were elected as top execu- 
tives of the Confederate 
States, Sumter was fired up- 
on and the European States 
proclaimed dubiously, their 
pledges of neutrality. While 
all this was going on, Lin- 
coln pleaded for volunteers 
and enterprising individuals 
quietly crossed the border 
states, in both directions, in 
search of an honest dollar. 

While southern agents 
contacted patriotic members 
of the American and Na- 
tional Bank Note Companies 
in New York concerning the 
issuance of Paper Money, 
other operatives established 
connections with Bailey & 
Co. relative to plans for a 
minor coinage. 

The officials of Bailey & 
Co. brought Robert Lovett, 
Jr. into the picture, as their 
favorite die sinker and en- 
graver, and as one thing led 
to another, Lovett engraved 
the dies for a Pattern Con- 
federate Cent, borrowing 
the main design from his 
store card dated a year earli- 
er. 


The Confederate Cent 


The Pattern Cent can be 
described as follows: Obv. 
Bust of Liberty wearing cap 
to 1. as on the 1860 Lovett 
card. CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA. 
1861 below. Rev. Within a 
wreath of cotton, sugar cane 
and tobacco, 1 CENT. There 
is a cotton bale at the bot- 
tom of the wreath, upon 
which is the engraver’s ini- 
tial “L.” The Confederate 
Cent has a plain edge, as 
does the store card, and was 
struck by Lovett in a copper- 


nickel alloy approximating 
the composition of the regu- 
lar U.S. Cents of the period. 
(88 parts copper and 12 
parts nickel) 

After striking twelve spec- 
imens as samples, Lovett 
realized that his was a some- 
what precarious position. He 
had engraved dies and 
struck coins for the order of 
a government with whom 
the United States was fight- 
ing a bloody war. In Lovett’s 
own words, his wife became 
timid about his delivering 
the dies and the coins for 
fear the United States Gov- 
ernment might arrest him 
for giving assistance to the 
enemy. Following Mrs. L’s 
advice, the pattern cents and 
dies were buried in the Lov- 
ett cellar. 

Some years after the ces- 
sation of hostilities, in 1873 
to be exact, Lovett inad- 
vertently spent one of the 
Confederate Cents over a 
bar which was located in 
West Philadelphia. He had 
carried one of the coins as a 
pocket piece, presumably to 
show it to tap-room ac- 
quaintances. 

The bartender who re- 
ceived the cent recognized 
it as an odd item, and its 
description, through another 
party, almost simultaneously 
reached Haseltine and J. 
Colvin Randall. Randall was 
a Philadelphia collector of 
note, and he immediately 
checked what seemed a fan- 


NOW! 









THE 


BRONZE 


RESTRIKE 
is a numismatic bargain 


We have priced these coins espe- 
cially low to produce quick sales 
and profits for dealers. They are, in 
fact, cheaper than ordinary medals, 
struck from recent dies — without 
even considering the tremendous 
historical value of the Confederate 
Cent, struck from the original dies! 


SELL 
SETS 1 each 


bronze 
OF “| goldine |?” 


3 silver 


ATTRACTIVELY PACKAGED 

—for more profits 
We're preparing a special plastic 
holder for the thousands of collec- 
tors who will want to buy “sets of 3.” 
_ The retail price is $14.50; your cost 
is only $8.70. Here’s an opportunity 
for a larger sale at a greater dollar 
profit. 


FOR 
“ROLL” 


COLLECTORS 


Another profit-making suggestion for 
the smart dealer. Offer this prized 
bronze item to “roll collectors” and 
watch your sales multiply. Instead 
of 1 or 3 pieces, you sell 50 at a clip! 









RIGHT |. at the height of the continuin; 


collectors will prize and buy the 





Announcing a major 1 


TH CONFEDE 





The re-appearance of Robert Lovett’s 
Original Dies for the Confederate Cent! 


The re-appearance of the original dies of the Confederate Cent would 
at any time be significant in numismatic circles. During the current 
Civil War Centennial years, their appearance has a dramtically increased 
importance and interest, especially to anyone who is a student of the 
War between the States. Both the general public and the Confederate 
buff will consider this one of the most important numismatic events 
of the year. 
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20,000 pieces in bronze at $23 
ops 5,000 pieces in goldine at $45 
5,000 pieces in silver at $73 


A few pieces in platinun 


NOTE: Returns thus far indicate an unusually heavy demand for the silver 
restrike. It is now apparent that the offering price was set too low. The silver 
issue will be the first to sell out and will most likely be subject to brisk trading. 
However, in accordance with our policy, the original offering price will be 
maintained until the entire silver issue is sold out. 








‘ Civil War Centennial Celebrations 
se modestly-priced restrikes 
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cellent investment... 
nly previous restrikes from the Lovett dies were made in 1874 by 
N. Haseltine, who struck only 74 pieces. One of these bronze cents, 
ally purchased at $4.00, was recently resold at over $2,000.00! 
3ashlow 2nd restrike from_the original dies has been faithfully 
duced by the skilled and experienced firm of August Frank & Co. 
iladelphia. By means of the hubbing process, they have been able 
ike a total of 30,000 pieces. An affidavit certifying to this fact has 
signed by Mr. Herman Frank of the above Company. NO MORE 
JR WILL BE STRUCK. The wise collector and investor will be quick 
alize the potential of the Bashlow 2nd restrike, and will act 
dingly. 


SS £ 3 eS 
veudaee 


0 ea 
0 ea 
0 ea 


'—prices on request. 


The original Lovett dies will be presented by Mr. Robert 
Bashlow in March to the U. S. Mint Collection housed in 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D. C. = 


tastic story with Capt. H. 
Both collector and dealer 
traced down the bartender’s 
specimen, and upon exam- 
ining it, Haseltine identified 
it as Lovett’s work due no 
doubt to the extensive cir- 
culation of his 1860 card. 

Upon calling upon Lovett, 
the good Captain was sur- 
prised to hear him deny any 
knowledge of the coin or of 
having made the dies. After 
numerous calls, all of which 
were met by vigorous de 
nials, Haseltine finally 
heard the true story when 
Lovett “slightly in his cups,” 
as Haseltine put it in 1908, 
pulled out a drawer in one 
of his cabinets and exhibited 
a line of the little Confeder- 
ate cents. 

Obviously, Lovett con- 
cealed his connection with 
the patterns, even long after 
the war, due to his constant 
fear of discovery. After Ha- 
seltine heard the story, he 
purchased the dies and ten 
copper-nickel pieces that 
Lovett had left. (He having 
lost another besides the one 
passed in change.) 

In a few months, Hasel- 
tine sold six of the copper- 
nickel pieces and as his sup- 
ply was running low, he de- 
cided together with Randall, 
to have Mr. Peter L. Krider 
of 618 Chestnut St., Phila- 
delphia, strike five hundred 
pieces in copper as well as 
a limited number of speci- 
mens in the precious metals. 

The results of this joint 
enterprise were fairly suc- 
cessful, but the contem- 
plated number of restrikes 
was not struck. After strik- 
ing seven specimens in Gold 
and twelve in silver, Krider 
started on the copper pieces. 
After the: fifty-fifth impres- 
sion, the collar burst and the 
dies were broken. 

Haseltine then decided to 
issue a circular advertising 
the restrikes and giving the 
collecting public the human 
interest angle concerning his 
discovery of the dies and 
subsequent operations. He 


also offered the four copper- 
nickel pieces he had left and 
made note of the fact that 
the broken dies were on dis- 
play in his store at 1343 
Chestnut Street. This circu- 
lar is reproduced in its en- 
tirety elsewhere on _ this 
page. 

The Captain’s memory de- 
teriorated somewhat over 
the years as the number of 
coins restruck varied from 
the original figures when he 
gave his address in 1908. At 
the A.N.A. gathering he 
stated that only three were 
struck in gold, instead of 
seven, and that five were 
struck in silver, instead of 
fifteen. 

Shortly after the restrik- 
ing operation took place, 
two singular events trans- 
pired. The dean of American 
dealers, Henry Chapman, 
began his apprenticeship 
with Capt. Haseltine and a 
year or two later, Robert 
Lovett, Jr. passed on to his 
reward. Shortly after join- 
ing the Haseltine establish- 
ment, Henry began playing 
with the broken dies of the 
Confederate Cent. 

The Chapman Muling 

In the course of handling 
the dies, young Henry man- 
ufactured a unique mule in 
that he combined the reverse 
of the Confederate Cent 
with the obverse of a small 
Washington medalet, Baker 
No. 209, the regular reverse 
of which usually consisted 
of a bust of Martha Wash- 
ington facing to the left. 

It is ironic that the ob- 
verse die used by H. C. was 
also engraved by R. Lovett 
and that it was originally 
used, sans date, by William 
Idler, another Philadelphia 
dealer, as the obverse for a 
store card, Baker No. 545. It 
is interesting to note that 
Idler was Haseltine’s father- 
in-law. 

The precocious antiquari- 
an did not inform W. S. 
Baker of his unique creation 
when Baker was assembling 
material for his Medallic 


Portraits of Washington. It 
is just as well, as the author 
of the standard work on 
Washingtonia had his hands 
full with mules and other 
medallic perversions. 

Chapman later placed the 
item into his extensive stock 
and in time it was sold to 
George M. Parsons. Eventu- 
ally it wound up as lot No. 
1030 in the Parsons sale cat- 
alog which naturally, was 
sold by Henry C. The lot in 
question only realized $2.00 
and was bought in by Chap- 
man who priced it at $10.00 
and added it to his stock. 
There it remained until final 
disposition of the Chapman 
estate. It then went, togeth- 
er with the original ticket, 
to Ed Rice, Prospect Plains, 
New Jersey. It is presently 
in the stock of the Empire 
Coin Co., Inc. having, in the 
meantime, been in the Fuld 
collection. 

Mr. W. W. Woodside 
penned a very interesting 
article on the Confederate 
Cent which appeared in a 
now defunct little magazine 
called Numisma (Nov. 1939, 
Vol. 1, No 2). Woodside’s 
article was quite informative 
and was based upon an old 
newspaper clipping. He also 
quoted Henry Chapman’s 
description of the Confeder- 
ate Cent which appeared in 
the celebrated Jenks collec- 
tion catalog circa 1921. 
Chapman, in the Jenks cata- 
log, erroneously stated that 
the Confederate Cent was 
the work of George H. and 
not Robert Lovett. 





Collectors have in recent 
years been offered many 
“‘fantasy’’ Confederate coins, 


almost all of which have 
been poor imitations or rep- 
licas, die-struck, of Lovett’s 
C.S.A. cent. These pieces are 
technically “struck fanta- 
sies’’, and should not be con- 
fused with RESTRIKES 
which, in spite of constant 
mis-use of the term, are im- 
pressions from original dies. 
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CIRCULAR TO COLLECTORS. 


PHILADELPBIA, April 2, 1874. 


Having succeeded in discovering and purchasing the dies of the Con- 
federate Cent, we, the undersigned, have concluded to strike for the benetit 
of Collectors a limited number, and in order to protect those gentlemen who 
had the nickel pieces, originally struck in 1861, we determined to strike 


none in that metal. 


Our intention was to strike five hundred in copper, but 


after the fifty-fifth impression the collar burst and the dies were badly broken. 
They are now in the possession of Mr. Hascltine, and may be seen at any 
time at his store, No. 1343 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The history of this piece is probably known to most Collectors, but, for 
the information of those who are ignorant of the facts, we will state that 
the dies were made by Mr. Lovett, of Philadelphia, in 1861, who says that 
they were ordered in that year for the South, and thit he struck but twelve 
pieces, but probably thinking that he might have some difficulty in refer- 
ence to them (having made the dies for the South), he mentioned the matter 
to no one until a few months since, when he parted with ten pieces, struck in 


nickel, which he stated were all he nad, having lost two pieces. 


One of the 


said lost pieces was the means of the dies and pieces being traced. Al- 
though the Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, it will always be 
considered interesting us the only coinage designed for the said confederacy. 

Description.—Obverse, 1861; head of Liberty; inscription, ‘‘Confederate 


” 


States of America; 


reverse, a wreath of ears of corn and wheat, with a 
cotton bale at the bottom; in the centre, the words ‘‘1 Cent.”’ 


The restrikes 


were struck by Peter L. Krider, No. 618 Chestnut Street, and we now offer 


them at the following prices: 
Gold, only seven struck, each, . 
Silver, only twelve struck, each, 


Copper, only fifty-five struck, each, . 5 : 
Nickel, origina's struck in 1861, only four left, each, 


$30 00 
15 00 
400 
20 00 


All orders to be addressed to J. W. Haseltine. No 1343 Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia. 
Respectfully, 


J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE. 
PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1874. 


We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the following is the exact 
number of pieces restruck from the dies of the Confederate Cent mentioned 
in the forgoing circular, and that the dies are now broken, 


Seven in Gold, 
Twelve in Silver, 
Fifty-five in Copper, 


J. COLVIN RANDALL, 
JOHN W. HASELTINE, 
PETER L. KRIDER. 


eR EE 


Authentic RESTRIKES are 
not in the same class as fan- 
tasy pieces—and never will 
be. The Confederate cent is 
no exception to this think- 
ing, and wise collectors, 
dealers and investors will 
draw their own conclusions. 


The Haseltine 
Restrikes Appreciate 
With Age! 
From $4.00 to more than 
$2,000.00 in 87 yeors 


purchase a bronze restrike of 
the Lovett Confederate Cent 
for four dollars in 1874. Dur- 
ing the post ten years these 
pieces have appreciated in 
value over 4,000%. A South- 
ern collector recently paid welli 
over $2,000.00 for a Haseltine 
bronze restrike. While the 19 
silver and gold Hoseltine re- 
strikes are not offered public- 
ly frequently enough to estab- 
lish a price, it is certain that 
they would bring many thous- 


As the above Hascltine circu- ands of dollars in the current 
lar discloses, it was possible to market. 


available. Write for prices. 
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DEALERS’ 
~—— PRICE 

xe. Bronze (Retail $2.50 ea.) $1.50 ea. 

“cicvste@oldine (Retail $4.50 ea.) $2.70 ea. 

iu Silver (Retail $7.50-ea.) | $4.50 ea. 
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MORE ABOUT THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 
By WM. A. PHILPOTT, JR., A.N.A. 1978, Dallas, Texas 


Referring again to my article on the Confederate half dollar (Numis- 
matist, April, 1950, pages 189-193), it seems necessary to write a supplement, 
or sequel. In mid-April, 1861, four half dollars, all proofs, were struck at the 
New Orleans mint from the regular half dollar obverse die of that year, and 
a Confederate half dollar reverse die (from which 500 re-strikes were struck 
by Scott in 1879). Of the four original pieces, my April story reported that 
no definite traces of three remain—the one known specimen being in the 
collection of the American Numismatic Society, New York. 


Since writing the April article, I have seen and examined a second 
original (of whose existence I had known, but had forgotten about). Eric 
P. Newman, the well known collector of St. Louis, Mo., owns what is called 
the Newcomer-Green specimen. This coin weighs slightly over 190% grains 
(standard weight, 192 grains) and shows some surface wear from having been 
carried as a pocket piece. The edge reeding (commonly called milling) is 
strong and perfect. The obverse is perfectly struck and does not have the 
flattened appearance of the re-strikes. The most convincing feature is the 
51% grains (even with surface wear) it has above the 185 grains of the 
re-strikes — being less than 2 grains below the standard weight of an uncircu- 
lated coin. 


The Newman coin is said to have been discovered by Thos. Elder, the 
New York dealer, around 1912. (I believe this coin came from New Orleans, 
but have no documentary proof.) It was purchased by Mr. Newcomer, the 
widely-known collector of Baltimore. Colonel Green bought the Newcomer 
collection of half dollars intact. The late B. G. Johnson of the St. Louis Coin 
and Stamp Company acquired the coin from the Green estate and sold it to 
Mr. Newman, the present owner. The fact that Messrs. Elder, Newcomer, 
Colonel Green, Johnson, and Newman pronounce the coin one of the originals 
is good enough for me. With me it is number 2 of the 4 originally issued. 
Where are the other 2? Quien sabe? 


After the appearance of the article last April, the author has received 
numerous letters giving clues to the whereabouts of original Confederate 
half dollars. If all clues lead to discovery, we would have some 25 originals. 
It is my opinion that these “reported” originals are merely the Scott re-strikes. 


However, one “clue” deserves a paragraph. This concerns the “original” 
which was owned by Jefferson Davis, and was stolen from his trunk at the 
time he was prisoner at Fortress Monroe. Mark Bream, an elderly collector 
of Cashtown, Pa., says he has this Jefferson Davis piece — that he inherited 
it from his father, who bought it from a soldier — the selfsame Union soldier 
who took it when he rifled the Davis belongings. In 1936, at a meeting of 
the Washington Numismatic Society (in Gettysburg, Pa.), Mr. Bream appeared 
with his coin and read a paper on it. It is understood that some members of the 
Washington Society examined the coin carefully, weighed it and found it u; 
to standard. The author has this information by second-hand only. Letters 
to Mr. Bream remain unanswered, because he is elderly, little addicted to 
writing, and leery of “coin dealers,’ several of whom have tried to buy 
the coin. Mr. Bream says the coin is not for sale — and the best information 
on its present whereabouts is that “he has given it to his sister, who lives in 
Ohio.” So, until this writer sees this coin and gives it a very careful examina- 
tion, he will class it as a Scott re-strike. 


An important question I raised in my April article was: where is the 
cancelled die of the Confederate half dollar? No light has been shed on this. 
I had hoped some reader would uncover the die— but not one letter men- 
tioned it. I am still looking. Is it in Richmond? Is it in New Orleans? To 
complete the records of this interesting coinage we must find the die, which 
was cancelled by Mr. Scott after he had used it to produce his 500 re-strikes, 
and his 500 white metal store cards. 


JANUARY, 1951 61 








iil NUMISMATISI 


Registered U. S. and Canadian Patent Offices 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


1891, INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 1912 











ORGANIZED 
Vol. 64 January, 1951 No. 1 
CONTENTS 

Page 
ISTE MOMENI LOLS) Soles 1a aaieets 2 euler irc oslo wis nein see sie ged dee 4 
U. S. Postage and Fractional Currency .............-.....6. eee ee ee ee eens 10 
Eolonialbimanees mm. VeTMONE 2... hee ee eee by eee vee ene eee ees 12 
Clinese cpadey Com Design VCOMNS: . ow. ies hea ete Hae tee eh ew ede 20 
Society of Medalists. Forty-second Issue ..................- 0... eee eens 30 
Gens Merle suOe MICOAIS i Phere cana. eulgettin ee dade visa Me Wag we die ale os 32 
European Crowns. Poland and GOUT ATIC Brperrete see rere crcsaten tc csi <P 33 
Puerto Rican Coffee Plantation Tokens 2... isc ee ee cee geen 38 
Chageerendl IOWA oy kote dune ue pee eeme dino Su ce Bids cilia on ame minin Ota aera 50 
CRO NGC TOUS UES ic. Fs gc ssc cicy sie te AWnasinin weet anes Syoc ele eie athe a 6s 52 
Nine GinNGl QUIDAES: 4 ee oosemonoouee mas Cb cos ac bmi oe c.cueo anc perm oc oar ccm 55 
(Chyriiaotania Jeti IDNR Wan sc doo oasencd5cono dann oon odosodunoo ec amccoconeor 61 
ODLETA TCS Re ee ys creel ere stabeiciet seta silos aus Shale sioeatoes serene ain ace 62 
OO VIC W Se oR eres Oe oe sites c odlatenc ickbie sserare, Sabaraasleyewieya 6 eter cays: « 63 
Report of General Secretary . 2.0... hne es cette ee ccc eee cence terres 65 
De PER ED II ne ho hs Aes le gis cota Ride De hwo disw Wee ee ae pies sae mene 67 
MRRP iste eM Beet. Sa crsingre hacia dic.ea ellis we's's tie ain't <4 sa grae Gene - 68 

OFFICERS 


President —-M. VERNON SHELDON, 451 Wrightwood Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. 

First Vice President — COL. JOSEPH MOSS, 1201 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
- Second Vice President -LEONEL C. PANOSH, P.O. Box 1773, San Diego, Calif. 

- General Secretary — LEWIS M. REAGAN, P.O. Box 2155, Wichita, Kansas. 

’ Treasurer — HAROLD R. KLEIN, P.O. Box 272, Hinsdale, Ill. 

Treasurer Emeritus — GEORGE H. BLAKE, 12 Highland Ave., Jersey City 6, N. J. 
Librarian —T. R. HAMMER, 336 N. Clifton Ave., Wichita 8, Kansas. 

Curator — VERNON L. BROWN, Chase National Bank, 46 Cedar St., New York 15, N. Y. 
Historian — JACK W. OGILVIE, 6615 Waring Ave., Hollywood 38, Calif. 


BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


CAPT. O. H. DODSON, USN, NROTC Unit, University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. 
DR. J. HEWITT JUDD, 1020 Medical Arts Bldg., Omaha 2, Nebraska. 
CHARLES L. RUBY, 308 N. Marwood St., Fullerton, Calif. 

C. H. RYAN, 57 Montague St., Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 

RICHARD S. YEOMAN, 3619 Graceland Blvd., Racine, Wis. 





STUART MOSHER, Editor, Smithsonian Institution, Washington 25, D. C. 


BURTON H. SAXTON, Advertising Manager, P. O. Box 548, Cedar Rapids, lowa 








Members of the Association receive the magazine without additional cost beyond their annual dues of $5.00. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Single copy 50 cents. 


Entered as Second Class Matter at the Wichita, Kansas, Post Office January 13, 1948, 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 





Constellation Medal, Edward L. CHRISTLE, as CHRISTIE (note the IE instead of LE). 
This artist is often confused with Howard Chandler CHRISTY (note the Y instead of LE or IE). 


Let's call Howard Chander artist of Medal No 1, and Edward L. Medal No. 2. 


Bes 


= 


Medal No 1 is the U.S. Constitution Plaquette, struck in 1937 by Medallic Art Company. Thi 
artist CHRISTY was the painter of a painting that another artist, Rudolph Freund modeled after. 


The client was the Philadelphia jewelry firm Bailey, Banks and Biddle. 















Medal No 2 is the U.S. Constellation Medal, struck in 1961 by Bastian Brothers. This artist 
CHRISTLE made a drawing that a factory artist in Bastian's plant refidered into a pair of round 
dies. The client was that Baltimore Restoration Committee mentioned in last week's E-Sy/um. 


The medals are often confused by the similarity of both arfists' last name AND the name of the 
medal -- the name of the ship -- despite a handful of other factors: size, shape, composition, 
maker, artistic quality are the most notable. 


For Medal No 2, mentioned in last week's E 
Bill Swoger in his recent book, "Nationa 
the full leaflet shown partially last we 
correct. 


‘ylum and previously, it was covered extensively by 
‘ommemorative Medals" ( page 215). Bill illustrates 
. The leaflet -- and Bill Swoger -- got the spelling 


Bill included this medal as gx"associated item" to one struck by the Philadelphia Mint, the 
U.S.Constellation 175th Anniversary Medal by artists Edgar Zell Steever and Sherl Joseph 
Winter, struck in 197% 
I guess that makés it Medal No 3. 


You canAinderstand the confusion. Or have I confused you more? 


Toead the earlier E-Sylum article, see: THE CONSTELLATION SOUVENIR MEDAL 
(@ww.coinbooks.org/esylum_v14n27a09.html) 





Back to top 
MORE ON THE LOVETT CONFEDERATE CENT 


Two weeks ago, we published part of an article from The New York Times about a satirical 
depiction of Confederate coinage. The article stated that: 


In early 1861, rebel agents commissioned a Philadelphia engraver named Robert Lovett to create 
for a one-cent piece. 


Last week Bill Eckberg wrote: 


I hate to see conjecture presented as fact. To the best of my 
knowledge, nobody has ever found any evidence in any 
records of the Confederacy that Lovett was commissioned 
by it to strike coins for it. In the absence of evidence to the 
contrary, my view is that the "Confederate Cents" have to 
be considered fantasy pieces. Otherwise, | LOVED the 
piece on the Harper's "proposal." 


George Corell writes: 





As an accomplished researcher on Confederate coinage 
issues, I cannot help but to reply to Bill Eckberg in the last issue of The E-Sylum. Conjecture 
presented as fact has been a big problem in the past and to this list you can add embellishment 
and literary license. That having been said, the simple fact of an absence of official Confederate 
documents linking Lovett directly to the Confederate Treasury is nothing more than a statement 
of what we do not know. Answers must be found and discovered outside of official 
documentation. 


In our book: The Lovett Cent, a Confederate Story by Harold Levi and myself, we detail those 
discoveries by others as well as by ourselves, and evidence along with the reasoned logic and 
numismatic judgment necessary to analyze that data and reach our conclusions. Simple 
conjecture rarely carries with it anything more than a simple opinion based upon what someone 
does not know. 


Labeling the Lovett Cent as a fantasy piece as all but a matter of fact based upon what is missing 
or unknown to him is the same kind of conjecture of which he admonishes. Others have 
unwittingly fallen into that intellectual trap before. Either Harold or I would be glad to loan him 
a copy of our book to read and introduce him to what is known and largely verified. Our 
research, reasoning, and conclusions are available to all to enlighten numismatists, not 
inadvertently mislead. 


Bill Eckberg replies: 


I purchased a copy of their book when it came out and have read it carefully and thoroughly from 
cover to cover. I enjoyed the book. There is a lot of interesting information in it, and I 
recommend it to others. However, extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence. I stand 
behind what I wrote in last week's E-Sylum. 


Harold Levi writes: 
I agree with Bill Eckberg that technically the Confederate cent is a fantasy. At this time, there are 


no known Confederate records directly mentioning the Confederate cent made by Robert Lovett, 
Jr. This is not to say that none exist or never existed. A large volume of Confederate records 


were burned by officials when Richmond was evacuated in 1865 and Juda P. Benjamin (CSA 
Secretary of State) burned all of the records he had. 


However, there are many records locked-up in private collections or as family heirlooms that 
have not seen the light of day since 1865. A bound volume of C.G. Memminger’s (CSA 
Secretary of the Treasury) copy of communications was sold at auction a few years ago. The 
auction description indicated that it contained several letters that would be very interesting, if not 
enlightening, to numismatists. There are, however, many pieces of circumstantial evidence that 
could get you convicted in a court. 


I do wonder if Adam Goodheart actually has a copy of our book or even read it. He would have 
been more convincing if he had gotten the name correct in his list of sources. The name is The 
Lovett Cent; a Confederate Story NOT The Lovett Cent: An Untold Story. 


To read the earlier E-Sylum articles, see: 

NOTES FROM E-SYLUM READERS: JULY 3, 2011 
(www.coinbooks.org/esylum_v14n27al0.html) 

HARPER’S WEEKLY "PROPOSAL" FOR A CONFEDERATE STATES COIN 
(www.coinbooks.org/esylum_v14n26al7.html) 





The solution was not found 


THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 


Its Monetary Problem 


By 


Tep N. WeissBucH, A.N.A. No. 24814 


NE OF THE first problems 
() which faced the newly-formed 

Confederacy in February, 
1861, was the question of what was 
to be circulated as money. The idea 
of using Federal coins and paper 
currency was not appealing because 
of strong Southern nationalism, 
though, as we shall see, because of 
extensive flooding of the South with 
unbacked currency, the lack of con- 
fidence in Confederate paper money 
resulted in hoarding of Union 
money. To sustain morale, it was 
necessary to supply the people of 
the new nation with its own national 
symbols. 

The cementing of Southern unity 
would be tremendously aided by a 
coinage proclaiming the existence 
of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica. As a _ psychological weapon, 
such a coinage — and paper currency 
— could do much to build the repu- 
tation and aid in the international 
recognition of the Confederate 
States. Here would be visible evi- 
dence that this was not merely a 
backwoods rebellion, but the uni- 
fied desire of a large segment of 
former United States citizens to be 
independent. There have been many 
descriptive catalogs and books, as 
well as articles, which list and de- 
scribe the numismatic remains of 
the Confederate States, but little 
attention has been devoted in numis- 
matic circles to the overall mone- 
tary problems faced by the Confed- 
eracy, an important reason for the 
latter’s failure. 





coins for over fifteen years. 


Civilization. 


MAY, 1961 


Ted N. Weissbuch, Iowa City, Iowa, is a member of the Lincoln 
Coin Club and the Cedar Rapids Coin Club. He has been collecting 
Formerly an English instructor at the 
University of Nebraska, he is presently teaching at the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa while working on a doctorate degree in American 


On February 19, 1861, the day fol- 
lowing his inauguration, President 
Jefferson Davis of the Confederate 
States of America selected Christo- 
pher Gustavus Memminger of 
Charleston, S. Caro., as his Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. The job was 
to prove a difficult one; Treasury 
problems began on the day Mem- 
minger accepted the position and 
did not end even after he was forced 
to resign in June, 1864. Nor was the 
job any easier for George A. Tren- 
holm, who succeeded Memminger 
and remained Confederate Secre- 
tary of the Treasury until the end 
of hostilities, when the unsuccessful 
rebellion left the South overwhelmed 
with depreciated, counterfeit and 
worthless stacks of notes. This fail- 
ure to provide a circulating medium 
which retained the trust and respect 
of the people was to prove an im- 
portant factor in the failure of the 
Southern Cause. 

Memminger, a lawyer, had served 
in the South Carolina House of Rep- 
resentatives as chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee. His- 
torians have never agreed about his 
ability for the tremendous job of 
directing the finances of the Con- 
federacy. Of his fitness, Jefferson 
Davis wrote: 


Mr. Memminger of South Carolina 
had a high reputation for knowledge 
of finance. He bore an unimpeachable 
character for integrity and close at- 
tention to duties, and on the recom- 
mendation of the delegation from 
South Carolina, he was appointed Sec- 
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retary of the Treasury and proved 
himself entirely worthy of the trust.t 


On the other hand, Memminger was 
criticized for his handling of Con- 
federate finances almost from his 
first day in office. General Joseph 


E. Johnston, in his Memoirs, pub- 
lished in 1874, placed the blame for 
the failure of the Confederate cause 
on Memminger and his poor man- 
agement of the Treasury. Mem- 
minger answered Johnston’s charges 
in a letter which appeared in the 








— =a 


U. S. Mint in New Orleans 


Charleston Courier on March 27, 
1874: 


At the commencement of the gov- 
ernment the Treasury had not funds 
to pay for the table on which the 
Secretary was writing; the first pur- 
chases of the Government made 
abroad were made on the private 
draft of the Secretary. ... There was 
not to be found, in the whole Confed- 
eracy, a sheet of bank-note paper on 
which to print a note. Forecasting 
this need, the Secretary had ordered 
from England a consignment of note 
paper and lithographic materials, the 
vessel containing which was captured 
on the high seas; and many of the 
friends of the late Colonel Evans. . 
will remember that he nearly lost his 
life in the attempt to bring across the 
lines a single parcel of note paper.’ 


The story of the first days of the 
Confederate Treasury Department 
is told in Hendrick’s Statesmen of 


the Lost Cause. With no experience 
to guide him in so huge a responsi- 
bility, Memminger fumbled along at 
first, doing the best he could. Soon 
after the opening of the office, an 
order from President Davis was 
brought to the Treasury office by a 
Confederate colonel. Memminger 
was asked to supply funds for fitting 
out one hundred men. Memminger 
was not present at the time, but 
Henry D. Capers, his assistant, and 
later, his biographer, reached into 
his own pocket and pulled out five 
or ten dollars in Federal currency. 
He remarked, “This is all the money 
there is in the Confederate Treasury 
at present.” Memminger, however, 
was later able to arrange for a 
small loan with a local bank, using 
his name as a personal guarantee. 

Although much money was to 
pass through Memminger’s depart- 
ment, the Confederate Treasury 
was destined to remain as finan- 
cially shaky as this story suggests. 
But considering the handicaps under 
which he was required to operate, 
Memminger did as good a job as 
might be expected. He was forced 
to face each adverse condition with 
only his localized, state-learned fi- 
nancial experience. 

Memminger’s reputation had been 
made, ironically, by his attacks on 
paper money. “For years anything 
suggesting wildcat currency or in- 
flation had riled him. His efforts 
... had lifted South Carolina from 
the financial morass in which most 
Southern and Western states were 
sunk in the fifties, and had made its 
banks a name of honor throughout 
the Union.’* It seems paradoxical 
today that he should be remembered 
as the figurehead of an organization 
that flooded the South with paper 
which eventually became worthless. 
He was later to be called the main 
cause for the financial bankruptcy 
of the Confederacy. Though Jeffer- 
son Davis never lost faith in him, a 
Confederate Congress resolution in 


1Jefferson Davis, The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, New York, 


1881, I, p. 242. 


2Quoted in Henry D. Capers, The Life and Times of C. G. Memminger, Richmond, 


Va., 1893, pp. 349-350. 


sBurton J. Hendrick, Statesmen of the Lost Cause, Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 
1939, pp. 192-193. Reprinted by permission of the estate of the late Burton J. 


Hendric 
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May, 1864, called for Memminger’s 
removal from office. The resolution 
did not question his honesty or 
patriotism, but suggested that a 
more able financier was needed to 
handle the many monetary prob- 
lems of the Confederacy. But George 
A. Trenholm fared no better after 
he replaced Memminger in the 
thankless job. 

One of the first acts of the states 
under the Confederate government 
was to seize Federal property. Fol- 
lowing secession, Louisiana had 
taken control of the Federal Mint 
at New Orleans. Soon afterwards, 
Georgia seized the Dahlonega Mint 
and North Carolina captured the 
Charlotte Mint. All of the coining 
equipment and bullion at each mint 
was also confiscated. The Confed- 
erate Congress, on March 9, 1861, 
passed a resolution for the continu- 
ance of operations at New Orleans 
and Dahlonega (which coined only 
gold during its entire operational 
life). The resolution also requested 
that “the Secretary of the Treasury 
... estimate and report to Congress 
the lowest amount of appropriation 


necessary to carry out the... reso- 
lution.’”* 
Memminger queried the mint 


officials, who believed that the cost 
of operation would exceed their in- 
come. Memminger then recom- 
mended to Congress that operation 
of the mints be suspended, and they 
were, on May 14, 1861. Before the 
suspension, however, the State of 
Louisiana had struck 1,240,000 half 
dollars at the New Orleans Mint 
from the Federal 1861 dies.° There 
was immediate agitation in the Con- 
federacy, as explained above, for a 
coinage which would help express 
the patriotic sentiments of the new 
country. William A. Elmore, Super- 


intendent of the New Orleans Mint 
had written to Memminger on 
March 6, 1861: 


When the Government of the Con- 
federate States assumes active control 
over the operations of this institu- 
tion, I assume that it will require new 
dies, with new devices and _ inscrip- 
tions. To procure them will require 
time. Would it not be well to com- 
mence preparations for the new state 
of things? 

I wish [Memminger answered EIl- 
more] you would see some of the per- 
sons in New Orleans, who deal in 
engravings or designing, and procure 
some designs from them for the vari- 
ous coins and send them here imme- 
diately. I would suggest to them to 
design something new and appropriate 
to the South, leaving to the North the 
Eagle and its counterpart.® 


During April, 1861, Elmore for- 
warded to Memminger coin designs 
which had been submitted to him by 
the National Bank Note Company 
of New York and Messrs. Gallier 
and Esterbrook, architects with 
offices in New Orleans. The design 
suggested by the latter, although 
never adopted, certainly illustrates 
the strong Southern sentiments of 
the time: 


The principal figure, the Goddess of 
Liberty, seated, holds in her right 
hand a staff surmounted by the liberty 
cap: her left arm rests on a shield, 
and the left hand on the ‘“Constitu- 
tion.” On the shield (there being no 
coat of arms yet adopted) is shown a 
portion of the flag of the Confederacy, 
unfurled; to the left of the figure will 
be observed sugar-cane growing, a 
bale of cotton, a sugar hogshead, and 
a bale of tobacco; to the right, cotton 
in its various stages of growth, as also 
tobacco. On the reverse side is an 
endless chain composed of fifteen 
links; South Carolina, having taken 
the lead, occupies the top link, and 


+Richard C. Todd, Confederate Finance, University of Georgia Press, Athens, Ga., 
1954, p. 12. Quoted from Provisional and Permanent Constitutions, Together with the 
Acts and Resolutions of the First Sessions of the Provisional Congress, of the Con- 
federate States, 1861. The author wishes to thank both Mr. Todd and the University 
of Georgia Press for their kindness in allowing him to quote extensively from Mr. 
Todd’s research in the Archives of the Confederate Treasury Department (National 


Archives, Washington, D.C.). 


Mr. Todd’s thorough research has been of the utmost 


importance in the preparation of this paper. 
BP sein S. Yeoman, A Guide Book of United States Coins, Racine, Wisc., 1957, 


6Todd, p. 13. These two quotations are from the manuscript volume (Chapter X 
— Vol. 163) of “Correspondence with the Confederate Treasury Department,’ com- 
piled by Raphael P. Thian while he was employed by the Federal Government after 


the Civil War. 
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the other links represent, right and 
left, the other States in the order of 
their secession: the remaining blank 
lines are an invitation to the border 
States to hasten to inscribe their 
names within the circle. The stars of 
the Confederate States are distinct: 
those of the border States are in the 
twilight, but visible, soon, we hope, to 
stand out as boldly as their neighbors. 
In the center is inscribed the mono- 
gram, composed of the letters C.S.A. 
Twenty dollars has been printed to 
represent the denomination of the 
coin. Of course, the design is adapta- 
ble to any denomination of our coin.* 


No patterns of this design have 
ever been uncovered, so it is safe to 
assume that nothing was done about 





as chief coiner at New Orleans and 
had, with Memminger’s permission, 
commissioned A. H. M. Peterson, an 
engraver and die sinker, to prepare 
a new Confederate reverse for the 
United States half dollar. When the 
die was finished, the mint workers 
discovered that it would not fit the 
Mint’s coining press. The reason 
for this is not explained in Taylor’s 
letter, but it is known that loyal 
Federal officials had sabotaged 


much of the machinery and had also 
defaced or destroyed most of the 
dies before the states took over the 
three Southern mints. 

Four coins were struck on an old 
hand screw press after the reverses 


ies 





Confederate half dollar 


the suggestions of the architects; 
but, as is well known, a Confederate 
half dollar was struck. 

The existence of this half dollar 
was not generally known until 1879. 
The story surrounding the coin is 
interesting and worth repeating. 
What makes the Confederate half 
dollar most significant is the fact 
that it was struck with the authori- 
tative Federal obverse and an en- 
tirely new Confederate States of 
America reverse. “Such a unique 
combination of the official devices 
of two great opposing powers prob- 
ably has not another parallel in 
history.”* The coin was rediscov- 
ered in January, 1879, when a Phila- 
delphia numismatist, E. Mason, Jr., 
wrote a coin article for a New York 
newspaper. Dr. B. F. Taylor, then 
secretary and treasurer of the Lou- 
isiana State Board of Health, saw 
the article and wrote Mason that he 
had a Confederate coin and die in 
his possession. Taylor had served 


‘Ibid. 


of four regular United States half 
dollars were ground off. The four 
coins were distributed in the follow- 
ing manner: “One... was given to 
the Confederate government, prob- 
ably . . . the one which Jefferson 
Davis is said to have owned. The 
second coin was presented to Pro- 
fessor Biddle of the University of 
Louisiana; the third to Dr. E. Ames 
of New Orleans, and the fourth was 
kept by Chief Coiner Taylor.” 
Mason purchased the hitherto un- 
known, or at least unremembered 
coin and die from Taylor in 1879 
and wrote a letter of inquiry to 
Jefferson Davis, who answered: 


I had a Confederate coin. It was in 
my wife’s trunk when it was rifled by 
the Federal officers on board the 
prison ship on which she was detained 
at Hampton Roads before and after 
my confinement in Fortress Monroe. 
The coin, some medals and other valu- 
ables were stolen at that time. 
Whether the coin be the same which 


8B. Max Mehl, The Star Rare Coin Encyclopedia and Premium Catalog, Fort 


Worth, Texas, 1933, p. 193. 
*Tbid., p. 194. 
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has been offered to you as a dupli- 
cate, I cannot say. It is, however, not 
true, as published, that it is now in 
my possession.?° 


The Confederate reverse of the half 
dollar pictures a Liberty cap above 
a shield containing seven stars, each 
of which represents a seceding state. 
This design is surrounded by a 
wreath of sugar cane and cotton in 
bloom, and the legend CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA HALF DOL. Three 
of the four original half dollars are 
known to exist. One is in the col- 
lection of the American Numismatic 
Society and another is owned by the 
well known numismatist, Eric P. 
Newman, of St. Louis, Mo. Newman 
informed the author that his speci- 
men was originally found in circula- 
tion by Marks Jacobs, of Rondout, 
N. Y., about 1880 when he received 
it in change at a bank. It passed 
through several collections, includ- 
inc that of CoOlwH. EH. R.- Green, son 
of the famous Hetty Green. The au- 
thenticity of this coin has been es- 
tablished by virtue of its weight, 
which is more than any of the Scott 
restrikes discussed below. Also, 
Newman’s coin shows no tool marks 
on the reverse, though they do ap- 
pear on the restrikes as a result of 
the smoothing of the Federal design. 

The existence of a third of the 
original Confederate half dollars 
came to light recently when a nu- 
mismatist in Greensboro, North 
Carolina reported in the September, 
1960, issue of The Numismatist, that 
a plastic holder containing the orig- 
inal half dollar and two of the re- 
strikes, plus some additional coins, 
was stolen from his home. Also at- 
tached to the stolen plastic holder, 
according to the victim of the bur- 
glary, was a Confederate New Or- 
leans mint envelope containing a 
note from Memminger suggesting 
that the coin be kept “wrapped up.” 
This third of the original four coins 
was discovered under the fireplace 
of an old house being torn down 
near England, Ark. It is hoped that 
the publicity accompanying the 
Civil War centennial celebration will 


result in the recovery of the plastic 
holder, as well as the rediscovery 
of the fourth, still missing Confed- 
erate half dollar. 

As a footnote to the above, Mason 
sold the reverse Confederate die in 
the late 1870s to a New York coin 
dealer, J. W. Scott, who obtained 
five hundred of the 1861 New Or- 
leans Mint half dollars. Scott 
ground off the reverses and stamped 
them with the Confederate die. 
These restrikes are also valuable 
numismatic items, though not so 
rare, of course, as the originals. 
Scott also struck an additional five 
hundred tokens with the Confeder- 
ate die. The reverse of these tokens 
contain his advertisement. In April, 
1881, the American Journal of Nu- 
mismatics reported that the “muti- 
lated’ Confederate half dollar die 
had been sold at auction for five 
dollars from the Bates collection. 
In recent years, two “replicas” of 
the reverse have appeared, one with 
a profile of Robert E. Lee on the 
obverse, and the other with the Con- 
federate seal. Both are common 
and inexpensive; they are sold by 
most coin dealers. 

Other attempts were made to es- 
tablish a Confederate coinage. Sen- 
ator T. J. Semmes of Louisiana in- 
troduced a bill authorizing “the 
coinage of copper token money in 
denominations of one, five, ten, and 
twenty-five cents to the amount of 
five million dollars.’** While the 
Confederate Senate passed the bill 
on September 25, 1862, the House of 
Representatives never acted upon it. 
The Senate, a year later, prepared 
a similar bill, but again was unsuc- 
cessful. 

Another try at securing a distinct 
Confederate coinage had failed in 
April, 1861. An order to make dies 
for a Confederate cent was placed 
with George H. Lovett of New York 
City. The cent designed by him de- 
picted the head of Liberty on the 
obverse with the inscription coNn- 
FEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA; the re- 
verse contained the denomination 
within a wreath of corn and wheat 


10[bid. Also see The Numismatist, XXXI, September, 1918, pp. 395-396. 
1John C. Schwab, The Confederate States of America, New York, 1901, p. 85. 
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and with a cotton bale at the base 
of the wreath. But Lovett, fearful 
that with the outbreak of warfare 
he might be arrested for aiding the 
enemy, did not deliver the dies or 
any of the samples he struck. In- 
stead, he hid them in his cellar, 
where they remained until pur- 
chased by two Philadelphia dealers, 
Captain John W. Haseltine and J. C. 
Randall. They struck fifty-five of 
the cents in copper, twelve in silver, 
and seven in gold. All of these have 
become valuable collector’s items. A 
note in the March, 1911 issue of The 
Numismatist announced that the 
original Lovett dies had been de- 
faced and could not be used to strike 
additional pieces, although replicas 
of the cent have been struck. 
There are many references to 
unofficial Confederate coinage. A 





CSA Cent 


Confederate half dime is described 
on page 93 of Volume XXI of the 
American Journal of Numismatics 
for 1886. Dated 1861, this silver coin 
belonged to Ed Frossard. It ‘bears 
a Confederate flag flying, with the 
motto A UNITED SOUTH; the reverse 
portrays a cotton plant surrounded 
by fifteen stars. This brief descrip- 
tion suggests that the coin or token 
had probably been issued by “some 
enthusiastic Southerner during the 
early days of the rebellion.” 

At least four other tokens were 
struck for circulation in the South. 
The first, of brass, is dated 1860 and 
pictures a palmetto tree on the ob- 
verse, with the legend No SUBMIS- 
SION TO THE NORTH. The reverse 
pictures a tobacco plant, with the 
legend THE WEALTH OF THE SOUTH. 
The second token, copper, is dated 
1861, and has a bale of cotton with 
a barrel at each side. The third is 
of brass and is not dated. A shield 


appears on its face, with the legend 
OUR RIGHTS, THE CONSTITUTION AND 
THE UNION. The fourth is described 
as a dime. Dated 1861, this silver 
token contains the profile of Jeffer- 
son Davis, and the legend reads 
C.S.A. FIRST PRESIDENT. All four of 
these tokens are obviously unoffi- 
cial issues and may have been de- 
signed by the same Northern com- 
panies which struck the patriotic 
and tradesman tokens used for 
change in the Union.” 

The only reference to counterfeit 
coins in the South is an intriguing 
mention of a quarter with the New 
Orleans mint mark, dated 1862. This 
coin is briefly discussed on page 14 
of the July, 1882 issue of the Amer- 
ican Journal of Numismatics. Since 
the New Orleans Mint was not op- 
erating in 1862, there was, of course, 
no authorized issue; in this sense, 
the quarter is not actually a coun- 
terfeit. Who made it, or why it was 
made will probably always remain 
a mystery. 

The outbreak of the war put a 
halt to all attempts of securing a 
Confederate coinage. Memminger 
made no further effort to secure 
dies or designs for coins. In a letter 
to Elmore, he explained: 


it is not probable that much coinage 
will be required, while it is certain 
that the Government will need the 
Bullion Fund for its necessities. Under 
all circumstances, you had better re- 
duce immediately your expenditures 
in every practicable way, and dismiss 
workmen so as to leave the establish- 
ment merely property taken care of 
until Congress may pass upon such a 
plan as I may submit under the infor- 
mation to be derived from you.*® 


The Confederate Congress decided 
to close the mints as of June, 1861. 
Much of the machinery and supplies 
went to essential wartime factories. 
Failure to prepare Confederate coins 
for general circulation might very 
well have served Memminger as a 
warning of the monetary difficulties 
both he and the Confederacy were 
yet to face. 


12The tokens are listed on page 56 of The Money and Stamp Manual, 1909, pub- 
lished by the Money and Stamp Brokerage Co., New York. 


18Todd, p. 14. 


To be continued 


584 


THE NUMISMATIST 


THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 
Its Monetary Problem 


By 


Tep N. WeisspBucH, A.N.A No. 24814 


Concluded from May, 1961 


United States mint laws, as well 
as most Federal legislation, were 
adopted with minor change by the 
Confederate Congress in 1861. Sil- 
ver subsidiary coins: the half dime, 
dime, quarter, and half dollar were 
made legal tender in sums up to ten 
dollars, double the amount allowed 
by Federal legislation. 

It had been less than five years 
since the law of 1857 retired the 
Spanish and other foreign coins 
which circulated in the United 
States. Many of these coins were 
still circulating, and the Confeder- 
ate Congress set the legal tender 
value of the more important ones. 
In gold, the English sovereign was 
valued at $4.82; the French twenty 
frane piece at $3.82; the Spanish 
and Mexican doubloons, at $15.53. 
In silver, the American and Mexican 
dollars were rated at $1.02 and the 
French five franc piece at ninety- 
five cents. All of these valuations 
were to skyrocket as the war pro- 
gressed and the paper drove the 
metal out of circulation.* 

Hoarders, both North and South, 
anticipating the war, had stored 
vast quantities of gold and silver 
coins. Both North and South found 
it necessary to resort to all types 
of locally issued scrip and fractional 
currency to meet the demands of 
daily business transactions. Since it 
is known that the Union’s green- 
backs found their way into the 
South, it may be safely assumed 
that as the war progressed, the 
United States postage and _ frac- 
tional currency, as well as merchant 
tokens, State and sutler-issued to- 


147bid., pp. 84-85. 


Kens, and other types of Civil War 
necessity money was circulated on 
both sides. These circumstances 
should not suggest to the reader 
that the South was stripped of hard 
money. Shultz and Caine point out 


throughout the Civil War the South 
retained a large store of gold and 
silver. Heavy cotton shipments to the 
North and abroad had, during the 
years before secession, more than bal- 
anced the commodity purchases of the 
South, and had provided it with a con- 
siderable balance of coin and plate 
: . Every planter had his sack of 
gold coins in his desk and his gold 
and silver plate ... but the South’s 
extensive supply of gold and silver 
might just as well not have existed 
during the four years of the Confed- 
eracy. It was interned — in the vaults 
of the banks, in the mattresses and 
ginger jars of individuals, and among 
the roots of backyard shade trees.’* 


Although almost six million dol- 
lars in gold and silver had been 
confiscated from the mints and Fed- 
eral custom houses, and about three 
million dollars was raised in gold 
by means of a loan negotiated in 
France and England, the only money 
circulating in the Confederacy after 
1861 was paper. A domestic loan in 
May, 1861, had brought in close to 
fifteen million dollars in gold and 
silver from Southern patriots, but 
“for most of the subscribers this 
was to be a final glimpse at gold or 
silver. Not for many years did they 
gaze upon the precious. object 
again.”’*® 

Feelings of patriotism diminished 
after the domestic loan, and the 
gold and silver remained secreted 


William J. Schultz and M. R. Caine, The Financial Development of the United 


States. © 1937. Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 


of the publisher, p. 285. 
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for the rest of the war. Circulated 
were Confederate treasury notes, 
State treasury notes, banknotes, 
and the so-called “shinplasters’’ is- 
sued by merchants, cities, and busi- 
nesses. No one has ever been able 
to ascertain with any certainty the 
exact amount of paper which circu- 
lated in the South during the war. 
“Prior to the forced funding of Con- 
federate treasury notes in 1864, over 


ate currency. Collins, a Federal em- 
ploye, started collecting immediately 
after the Civil War and accumu- 
lated over twenty-five hundred dif- 
ferent varieties of Confederate pa- 
per currency. 

Fractional notes were demanded 
by the public early in the war to 
replace the copper and silver coins 
which had disappeared from circu- 
lation. To meet the demand, the 





Jefferson Davis as he appeared on a Confederate note 


seven hundred million of these were 
outstanding. Other paper currencies 
in circulation at the time may easily 
have brought the total to $1,000,000,- 
000 or over.’*’ As for variety, there 
seemed to be no end to the differ- 
ences even within the design of the 
Confederate treasury notes. In No- 
vember, 1955, a California numis- 
matic dealer offered for sale the 
B. H. Collins collection of Confeder- 





17S$chultz, p. 286. 
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City of Richmond, Va., early in 
April, 1861, issued more than a quar- 
ter million dollars worth of notes in 
the denominations of twenty-five and 
fifty cents, $1.00, and $2.00; but as 
prices rose higher and higher, so did 
the denominations of the notes. 
Rather than discouraging the prac- 
tice of city-issued notes, the legis- 
lature of Virginia encouraged cities 
with populations over two thousand 
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to avail themselves of the same 
method to overcome the shortage of 
small change. 

Railroads in the South issued 
small notes, sometimes with, but 
usually without legislative sanction. 
Some of the bills were redeemable 
by the railroads in official currency, 
but in most cases, the bills were 
acceptable only. in payment for 
transportation or shipping charges. 
The ready acceptance of these bills 
encouraged other businesses to do 
the same: savings banks, turnpike 
companies, manufacturing concerns, 
barbers, bartenders and _ butchers. 
All types of tradesmen took advan- 
tage of the situation and began to 
circulate their own “shinplasters,” 
which they promised to redeem in 
goods or services. Surprisingly 
enough, the states made little effort 
to discourage or suppress the pri- 
vately issued bills.** Of course, many 
businessmen refused to accept them, 
and elaborate barter systems were 
established by individual business- 
men and companies throughout the 
South. 

When the Confederate States of 
America decided to issue its own 
“promises to pay” it discovered 
that there were no available en- 
gravers; there was no bank note 
paper; there were no experienced 
money printers in any of the South- 
ern States. The American Banknote 
Company of New York, still in busi- 
ness, during those first weeks fol- 
lowing secession, had printed Treas- 
ury notes for the Confederacy. 
With the existence of a state of war, 
however, that supply had been cut 
off. (The interesting history of this 
famous company is described in The 
Story of American Bank Note Com- 
pany, by William H. Griffiths, pub- 
lished in 1959.) The Federal Gov- 
ernment had intercepted and con- 
fiseated a contraband shipment of 
notes and plates prepared by the 
New York company for Memmin- 
ger. Finally, a German immigrant, 
Samuel Schmidt, one of the man- 
aging partners of the southern 
branch of the company was located 


18Tbid., pp. 286-287. 
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in the South and contacted by Mem- 
minger. As a youth, Schmidt had 
done some engraving work in the 
old country; he fashioned some 
plates, and making use of a supply 
of bank note paper that had been 
smuggled out of New York through 
Maryland, he managed to print 
some money. The Southern presses 
began to roll, it would be a long 
time before they stopped. 

Schmidt, calling his firm the South- 
ern Bank Note Company, was not 
able to meet the demand for notes, 
so Memminger gave a New Orleans 
company ten thousand sheets of 
hard-to-come-by bank note paper 
for lithographing Treasury notes. 
Even with the lithographed notes, 
Memminger was not able to supply 
the growing demand for paper 
money. To increase production, he 
sent agents to Europe to hire work- 
men skilled in this highly specialized 
work and empowered them to pur- 
chase machinery and materials re- 
lated to mint work. Memminger also 
offered individual contractors finan- 
cial inducements to organize print- 
ing companies in the Richmond 
area. He sent Major Benjamin F. 
Ficklin to England “to employ en- 
gravers, lithographers and printers, 
as well as to purchase steel dies, 
presses, lithographic stones, bank- 
note paper, and other materials 
needed in the production of notes.’’*® 

Several firms were engaged in 
printing and lithographing the Con- 
federate Treasury notes: Leggett, 
Keatinge and Ball (later, Keatinge 
and Ball); J. Manouvrier Company; 
Hoyer and Ludwig; J. T. Paterson 
and Company; Archer and Daly 
(later, Archer and Halpin); Dunn 
and Company; Evans and Cogswell. 
Most of them had their plants in 
Columbia, S. C., while one or two 
operated in Richmond and New Or- 
leans. 

Security regulations were difficult 
to enforce, and many bills were 
stolen from the plants, as well as 
from shipments sent to the Treas- 
ury Department. Some of the South- 
ern and English printers and lithog- 
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raphers employed to make the notes 
were guilty of stealing and forging 
signatures to sheets of the bills. 
One man made off with $200,000 of 
the Confederate currency before he 
was caught.” 

Perhaps the most important print- 
ers were the counterfeiters. Since 
the majority of the notes were 
crude, it did not take long for many 
people in both North and South to 
enter the currency business on their 
own. Counterfeit notes began ap- 
pearing early in 1861 and continued 
to plague the Confederacy during 
the rest of its existence. Editorials 
appeared in Southern newspapers, 
laws were passed, but even the 
threat of the death penalty was not 
enough to stop individuals from tak- 
ing advantage of the poorly exe- 
cuted Southern notes. Invading 
Northern troops all seemed well 
supplied with imitations of the 
Treasury notes.” 

The first of the printed notes had 
been signed by the Confederate 
Treasurer and Register, but as more 
and more notes were produced, 
clerks were hired to sign them. 
With so many different people sign- 
ing “for the Treasurer,” it became 
impossible to spot counterfeits by 
means of the names which appeared 
on them. The same person’s signa- 
ture might look quite different after 
he had signed forty, fifty, or a hun- 
dred sheets of bills. Many of the 
authentic bills inspected by the 
author have signatures so badly 
smudged or blotted that it is im- 
possible to read the signer’s name. 

Most counterfeit Treasury notes 
were produced in the United States, 
but some came from abroad. The 
notes were smuggled into the Con- 
federacy or carried in by the invad- 
ing troops. Todd states that “In the 
last year of hostilities, some counter- 


feit was made in Havana, Cuba, and 
having run the blockade, entered 
the South at Mobile, Alabama, or 
passed through Matamoras, Mexico, 
into the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment.” Centers of counterfeiting in 
the United States were located at 
Louisville, New York City, and 
Philadelphia. Even Federal prison- 
ers in Confederate prisoner of war 
camps were known to have counter- 
feited the notes, and “there were 
frequent charges, never proved or 
disproved, that the Union Govern- 
ment countenanced extensive coun- 
terfeiting ... to further the finan- 
cial disorganization of the South.”’? 
Weakening the morale and the econ- 
omy of the enemy with spurious 
notes was not a new idea in Amer- 
ica. The British had successfully 
done so against the rebellious colo- 
nies with counterfeit Continental 
currency and state bills of credit 
during the Revolutionary War. 
Perhaps the most famous of the 
counterfeiters and a popular hero 
of the Union cause was Samuel C. 
Upham, a Philadelphian. Openly 
advertising his lithographed Con- 
federate notes in Northern papers, 
Upham never considered himself a 
counterfeiter. His advertising re- 
ferred to “mementos of the rebel- 
lion,” and ‘‘Fac-Simile Confederate 
notes sold wholesale or retail, by 
Ss. C. Upham, 403 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia.” This legend appeared 
on the border of each note — just 
waiting for a razor or scissors to 
trim it off. Upham, in a letter to 
William Lee, author of The Cur- 
rency of the Confederate States of 
America (Washington, 1875), ad- 
mitted that he “printed from 12th 
of March, 1862, to the 1st August, 
1863, one million five hundred and 
sixty-four thousand and fifty fac- 
simile Rebel notes, of denominations 


201,, Miles Raisig (editor), ‘Memoirs of a C.S.A. Treasury Note Lithographer,” 
The Numismatist, LXIV, August, 1951, pp. 838-842. This article contains the inter- 
esting narrative of a young English printer and lithographer, John Hodge, who 
worked for Charles Straker and Sons in London. With several other Englishmen, 
Hodge was hired and brought to South Carolina in 1862 to print money for the 
lithography company managed by Colonel Blanton Duncan. Hodge describes running 
the blockade and tells of his near capture when the ship he was on grounded. He 
relates that he and his fellow workers from England were almost the only people 
in the South who were paid in gold throughout the entire war, just as their work 


contracts stipulated. 
21Schwab, p. 160. 
22Schultz, p. 287. 
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ranging from five cents to one hun- 
dred dollars, and presume the ag- 
gregate issue, in dollars and cents, 
would amount to the round number 
of fifteen million dollars. In the 
year 1863,’ Upham’s letter contin- 
ues, 


two individuals copied several of my 
fac-simile notes, and I have been told, 
sold large quantities . . . [The litho- 
graphed notes] sold like “hot cakes” 
at one cent each. I supplied the trade 
at fifty cents per hundred notes... 
I sold the notes as curiosities — me- 
mentos of the rebellion—and adver- 
tised them as such in several of the 
most widely circulated papers in the 
Union I printed in all twenty- 
eight different varieties of fac-simile 








paper was turned over to the United 
States Bureau of Engraving and 
was used for the purpose of print- 
ing proof specimens of Federal 
postage stamps and fractional cur- 
rency.) It is believed that the paper 
was the product of a New England 
paper mill. Records show that three 
residents of Lee, Mass., were ar- 
rested August 21, 1863. They were 
charged with “giving aid and com- 
fort to the enemy by manufacturing 
bank note paper bearing the water- 
mark ‘C.S.A.’ in the center of the 
bills.”** 


Memminger made one last attempt 
to end the counterfeiting threat in 
January of 1864. He contracted 
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C. G. Memminger pictured on a Confederate note 


Rebel notes and shinplasters, and fif- 
teen different postage stamps... Sen- 
ator Foote, in a speech before the 
rebel Congress, at Richmond, in 1862, 
said I had done more to injure the 
Confederate cause than General Mc- 
Clellan and his army.”* 


One method used in the attempt 
to end the counterfeiting was the 
use of water-marked paper. A Fed- 
eral warship was reported to have 
captured a blockade runner during 
the war which was carrying a large 
quantity of paper with “C.S.A.” 
water-markings. (Paradoxically, the 


28Quoted in Todd, pp. 100-101. 


with an English firm, S. Straker 
and Sons of London, for a type of 
engraved plate which made use of 
the electrotyping process. These 
Chemicograph plates were to be 
used in printing the backs of a new 
Treasury note issue. The plates 
were for the reverses of bills in the 
denominations of $5, $10, $20, $50, 
$100, and $500. It is doubtful 
whether any of the plates ever 
reached the Confederacy; most of 
them were seized by the North from 
blockade runners. According to a 
recent article by Philip H. Chase, 


Todd cites as his source for this little known 


information concerning the Cuban counterfeits a letter in Raphael P. Thian, comp., 
Correspondence of the Treasury Department of the Confederate States of America, 
1861-1865 (Appendix IV, Washington, 1879), pp. 772-773. The letter, dated Septem- 
ber 26, 1864, is from G. A. Trenholm to P. W. Gray, who was agent of the Treasury 
Department for the Trans-Mississippi Department. After east-west communications 
were severed when Port Hudson fell to Union forces in July, 1863, Gray was put in 
charge of the “almost independent and completely organized Treasury Department 
at Marshall, Texas.” (Todd, p. 23.) 


246 “CS.A.’ Water-Marked Paper,” The Numismatist, XXII, August, 1909, p. 242. 
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only one complete set of the six 
plates is known to exist. This set 
was donated by him to the Smith- 
sonian Institution, along with the 
original contract between the Con- 
federate agent, Joseph Walker, and 
the Straker firm.* 


As the Civil War drew to a close, 
more and more Federal greenbacks 
found their way into Southern 
hands. The eagerness with which 
Southerners accepted the Union 
notes must certainly have under- 
lined and emphasized the knowledge 
of defeat. At the last meeting of 
the Confederate Congress on March 
18, 1865, an eighth issue of eighty 
million dollars in currency was au- 
thorized. Jefferson Davis, realizing 
the foolishness of printing any addi- 
tional money, vetoed the bill. As 


the outcome of the conflict became 
more and more evident, the value 
of Confederate currency no longer 
fluctuated with the winning or los- 
ing of military battles; it tumbled 
downward — to one cent on the dol- 
lar, and finally—to nothing. All 
confidence in the money disap- 
peared, acknowledging with an eco- 
nomic finality that everything was 
lost. 


Today it is obvious that the mone- 
tary difficulties of the Confederacy 
were an important contributing fac- 
tor to the defeat of the South. That 
the currency was never officially 
made legal tender by the Confeder- 
ate government is perhaps the most 
significant reason for the inflation 
and economic confusion which 
plagued the Confederacy. 


NOTE 


Parenthetically, the writer would 
like to clarify a point which could 
easily develop into a misunderstand- 
ing concerning the stolen half dollar 
which was described by its owner 
as one of the four originals. There 
have been many “original” Confed- 
erate half dollars uncovered over 
the years. After careful verification 
by experts most of these have turned 
out to be Scott restrikes. The two 
known originals, owned by _ the 
American Numismatic Society and 
Eric Newman, weigh 191% grains 
and 190% grains respectively. All 
of the Scott restrikes weigh at 
least five and one-half grains less. 
Also, the originals have perfect edge 
milling while the restrikes had their 
edges crushed when they were 
forced against a smooth collar by 
the pressure of the screw press used 
by Scott. While the originals have 
perfect fields on their obverse, the 
restrikes show strained and rippled 
obverses, caused by pressure when 
they were struck — or restruck. The 
restrikes also show lumps caused by 


rust on the Confederate reverse and 
often tool marks caused by the tool 
used in smoothing the reverse of 
the regular U. S. issues which Scott 
used. 


Newman has also called to the 
attention of the writer that the 
stolen coin was said by the owner to 
have been verified authentic by two 
dealers, both of whom are no longer 
living. Since their letters were both 
written in longhand, no carbon 
copies exist in their files; these let- 
ters were also alleged to have been 
stolen at the time of the burglary. 
When the theft was reported, New- 
man wrote the owner requesting the 
weight, photographs and other per- 
tinent facts but no answer has yet 
been received. For additional com- 
ment on the many Confederate 
“originals” see W. A. Philpott, Jr., 
“More About the Confederate Half 
Dollar,” in the January, 1951 issue 
of The Numismatist and an article 
by Eric P. Newman in Coin World 
of March 23, 1961. 


25For the story of the Chemicograph reverses and for illustrations of the backs 
and the contract, see Philip H. Chase, ‘Confederate Treasury Notes: The Chemico- 
graph Backs,” The Numismatist, LXXIII, pp. 403-411 (April, 1960); also see Chase’s 
article in the March and April issues of The Numismatist for 1950. The author 
wishes to thank Mr. Chase for his assistance in supplying the Chemicograph infor- 
mation; also thanks to John J. Gabarron, Librarian of the American Numismatic 
Association for his aid in gathering together many of the sources used in this study. 
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UNOFFICIAL COINS OF THE WORLD 
By 


RIcHARD D. KENNEY 


Continued from October, 1962 


UNION OF CENTRAL AMERICA. In July, 1823, the five Central American 
states combined to form the Republic of the United States of Central America. 
This was soon dissolved by an uprising led by Guatemala’s President Carrera. 
A new union, excepting Costa Rica, was formed in 1842 and lasted until 1845. 
Honduras, Salvador, and Nicaragua combined in 1850 to restore a semblance 
of federal unity and again Carrera defeated the attempt. Pres. Barrios of 
Guatemala lost his life during his 1885 attempt at unity, but in 1895 the 
Greater Republic of Central America was formed by the union of Nicaragua, 
Salvador, and Honduras with provisions for the admission of Guatemala and 
Costa Rica. This last attempt was dissolved in 1898 as unsatisfactory to 
Salvador. The patterns of 1889 were struck under the auspices of passionate 
adherents to the cause of federal unity who were not to be deterred by the 
death of Barrios two years previously. 





No. 39 


39. TWO CENTAVOS 1889. Obv. Liberty head 1., plumb line and ENSAYO 
below. Rev. Value in wreath, names of the five states. Bronze, plain edge. 


40. CENTAVO 1889. Bronze, plain edge, similar. 


CHINCHA ISLANDS. The high caliber of the fabric of this piece places 
it outside the realm of a mere token. The date, too, is highly indicative of a 
“collector’s” piece. The islands are in the Pacific ocean off Peru. 


41. TWENTY CENTAVOS 1889. Obv. ISLAS DE CHINCHA above five-pointed 
star, ornaments below. Rev. VALE VEINTE CENTAVOS 1889; large twenty within 
beaded circle in center. Copper. 


STATES OF COLOMBIA. The following states have been observed on 
the reverses: Antioquia, Bolivar, Cauca, Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Santandar, 


Tolima. There is a small star above the Dos on the pattern for Antioquia. Made 
by Lauer of Nuremberg. 


42. TWO CENTAVOS 1899. Obv. REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA, date below arms. 
Rev. DOS CENTAVOS within beaded circle. ESTADOS SOBO. DE ANTIOQUIA, nine stars 
below. Bronze. 


a. Similar except for state name BOLIVAR on reverse. 


JANUARY, 1963 13 


b. Similar except for state name CAUCA on reverse. 





No. 42C 


ce. Similar except for state name CUNDINAMARCA on reverse. 
d. Similar except for state name MAGDALENA on reverse. 

e. Similar except for state name SANTANDER on reverse. 

f. Similar except for state name TOLIMA on reverse. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. This unsolicited pattern was 
engraved and struck by Robert Lovett, Jr., the Philadelphia branch of the 
famous die sinking family, for the jewelry firm of Bailey and Co. Capt. John 
W. Haseltine, the coin dealer, acquired the dies in 1873 from Lovett and had 
the coin restruck by another Philadelphia die sinker, P. L. Krider. 





No. 43 


43. CENT 1861. Obv. Head left; Rev. Value in wreath. 12 struck. Cop- 
per-nickel. 
a. Gold restrike. 7 struck. 
b. Silver restrike. 12 struck. 
ce. Copper restrike. 55 struck. 


CROATIA. Struck by the Croatian Separatist party. The silver patterns 
of 1942 are omitted from this listing due to their quasi-official character at the 
time when Croatia was a de jure state, albeit a German satellite. 





No. 44 


44, FIVE KUNA 1934. Obv. Arms. Rev. Value and date in wreath. Silver. 


CUBA. Patterns of 1870. Probably struck under the auspices of the in- 
surgents represented by the Junta Central Republicana de Cuba y Puerto 
Rico then quartered in New York. The P and C. T. on the reverses, denoting 
engraver and or mint master, have thus far stubbornly refused to be expanded. 


45. PESO. Obv. Arms on flags. Rev. MONEDA PROVISIONAL, value, date. 
Silver. 


a. Similar. Copper. 
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will correct any erroneous assessments and will comment further on examples of putative test 
cuts on other pieces you may have in your collection. To further clarify the issue | wouid hope that 
sale catalogers in the future would be more careful in examining seventeenth century “colonial” 
silver coins and to not be so quick to attribute any alterations to coin edges as striking stress cracks 
or splits. At a minimum, a careful examination will result in more accurate descriptions. If the 
presence of these notches are generally found to be purposeful, it suggests that there were some 
in seventeenth (or later?) century who were suspicious of available silver coinage and felt the 
need to test its quality. This suspicion might have been stimulated by some “citizen” trying to pass 
the silver-washed Somer’s Island pieces off as good silver or having face value outside of 
Bermuda. It is improbable but possible that someday some of these test cut patterns could be 
traced to a particular individual, guild, or period of time and thus add to our understanding of the 
use of coinage in America. 


Endnotes 


[1] Stack’s September 8 & 9, 1988. 

[2] Stack’s February 10, 1982. 

[3] Stack’s May 3 & 4, 1989. 

[4] Bowers and Ruddy October 1 & 2, 1980. 

[5] Bowers and Merena October 12 & 13, 1987. 

[6] Early Coins of America. (reprint 1965 TAMS). 

[7] Breen, Walter Complete Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Coins. Doubleday, NY 1988 

[8] Noe, S.P. [1973]. The Silver Coinage of Massachusetts. Quarterman Publ. MA. 

[9] Appendix 1: A catalogue of an exhibition of Massachusetts silver at the American Numismatic 
Society. pp. 181-214. In: Money of Pre-federal America. American Numismatic Society, NY. 

[10]Stack’s October 24, 1984. 
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W. WOART JUS PACIS Massachusetts Trademan’s Token (TN-105B) 


from Dennis P. Wierzba, New Providence, NJ 


The W. Woart token was discovered by Patron William Anton and reported on p.915 of the CNL 
(October 1985). Patron Anton linked this tokens’ punches with those used on the 
CONSTELLATIO NOVA coinage. Patron Steven Saari (CNL p. 1022) found a William Woart 
listed in Boston for the 1790 census. Further research revealed a marriage of William Woart to 
a Mary Loring on September 24, 1798. No information as the occupation of W. Woart was 
discovered. 


A W. Woart token was auctioned by Coin Galleries on February 10, 1993, lot 2020. The lot 
description mentions the Patron Anton article in CNL along with the comment “The author states 
that Woart was a carpenter in Boston, MA”. This is new information not previously reported in 
CNL. 


| purchased the Woart token in the Coin Galleries sale. This token is not identical to the one 
pictured on CNL p. 915 (different centering), making at least two known examples. It is auniface 
white metal token, weighing 146.5 grains and 28.7 mm in diameter. There is a small punch mark 
near the indian’s headress. 


Any additional information available on W. Woart from CNL patrons will be appreciated. 
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Massachusetts Tradesman's Token (TN-105) 
Ww. WOART JUS PACIS 


@ from William T. Anton, Jr.; Lodi, New Jersey 


Bill Anton recently obtained a specimen struck uniface in a white 

metal which he believes to be an early Massachusetts Tradesman's Token 
from the late-1700 era. The specimen is illustrated below, enlarged 
1.5x. The figure of the indian is an extremely close duplication of 

the indian appearing on the Massachusetts Cents and Half Cents. 





We are assuming that W. WOART is the name of the Tradesman and that 
JUS PACIS translates into "Justice and Peace". 


Bill points out that the letter punches were apparently identical to 
those used to produce the NOVA CONSTELLATIO coinage, specifically: 


J = J of NOVA 4-D A = A of NOVA 3-C & 4-D 
U = U of NOVA 3-C T = T of NOVA 5-E 
S = S of NOVA 3-C C = C of NOVA 1-A (1786) 


EDITOR'S COMMENT: 


If any of our Patrons have a similar specimen we would appreciate your 
writing to us with the details. We have searched several references, 
particularly those listing early American pewterers, for the name W. 


WOART but without success. Several American pewterers used elements of 


the Massachusetts coat of arms as their touches. 


The major pewter centers in America during the 1700's were New York, 
Boston and Philadelphia, more or less the same cities which were the 
sources of our early American diesinkers. It occurred to us as we 
looked through numerous pages of touch marks. that these were all 


produced by puncheons that must have been manufactured in like manner i 


to the production of coinage dies. So far as we know there has never 
been a study undertaken which compares the lettering and style of 
pewterer's touches with the early American coinages. It seems obvious 
that at least a few of them must have been produced by the same 
individuals and that careful study and comparisons might reveal new 
information regarding our known diesinkers. 
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C.S.A. PRESIDENT JEFFERSON Davis’ PERSONAL COIN 


m2 123 WEST 57th STREET 
: NEW YORK, NY 10019-2280 





THE ORIGINAL CONFEDERATE STATES 
OF AMERICA 1861 HALF DOLLAR 


This was CSA President Jefferson 
Davis’ personal specimen, 
taken from him on his capture 
by Union forces in May, 1865. 


There are only four original 1861 CsA 
Half Dollars known. One is in the 
American Numismatic Society, 
another is in the Eric P. Newman 
Educational Foundation, and the third 
is owned by an active collector. 
The illustrated coin is the only one 


presently available for purchase. 


» 123 WEST 57th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019-2280 
y Telephone (212) 582-2580 
FAX (212) 245-5018 or (212) 582-1946 


This original 1861 Confederate Half Dollar 
was on display in Atlanta, Georgia, March 2-4, 1995 
at the American Numismatic Association 
1995 ANA Early Spring Convention. 


CO: 





“ The Legendary 
1861 Confederate States of America 
Half Dollar 


President Jefferson Davis' Personal Specimen 


In all of American numismatics there is only one coin that can be claimed as 
a testament to the glory of the Lost Cause, the 1861 Confederate Half Dollar. 
Struck in the New Orleans Mint, from a reverse die prepared to the 
Confederacy's order, it is the only coin known that was specifically authorized 
and coined by the Confederate States of America. The 1861 Confederate Cents 
were struck in the North by a firm of Philadelphia jewelers; their dies may have 
been authorized by the CSA but no written proof of this has ever been found. 

Only four Confederate States Half Dollars were actually struck. All four 
were coined at the end of April, 1861, a little more than a year before New 
Orleans fell to northern forces. New Orleans Mint coining room foreman Conrad 
Schmidt specially burnished the dies and the planchets, to give the struck coins 
the appearance of Proofs. Each Confederate Half Dollar had to be carefully 
struck by hand because the deeply engraved detail in the reverse die made 
coining extremely difficult. No more than four were struck. The dies were then 
returned to the Mint's vaults. On April 30, 1861, the New Orleans Mint was 
ordered to close by CSA Treasury Secretary C.G. Memminger. The dies 
remained in the Mint's vaults until later in the following year, when the all- 
important CSA reverse was removed to save it from looting Federal troops. 
The Confederate Half Dollar uses for the reverse a Federal obverse of the Seated 
Liberty type, dated 1861. This was one of the dies sent to the New Orleans Mint 
before secession, and was later pressed into service by the Confederacy. The 
C.S.A. obverse (traditionally and incorrectly called a reverse) die was an entirely 
new concept. The design was engraved by A.H.M. Patterson, a local New 
Orleans die sinker. The die shows in its center a shield with seven stars and seven 
bars, topped by the Cap of Liberty, with branches of oak and palm to the left and 
right. Inscribed around the shield is the legend CONFEDERATE STATES OF 
AMERICA HALF DOL. 

After the four Confederate Half Dollars were struck they were presented 
to dignitaries and VIP's. One went to the New Orleans Mint Chief Coiner, Dr. 
B.F. Taylor. This specimen was donated to the American Numismatic Society in 
1918, where it still remains, permanently off the market. A second CSA Half 
Dollar was given to Dr. E. Ames of New Orleans. The Ames coin somehow 
found its way to Rondout, New York, where it wound up in a roll of 
miscellaneous date Federal silver dollars. A Rondout tailor named Marks Jacobs 
obtained the roll in change from his local bank, found the CSA Half Dollar, and 
tried to spend it as if it were a standard issue 50 Cent piece. On being refused by 
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a local merchant, Jacobs showed the piece to NY coin dealer Tom Elder, who 
bought it in 1912. This coin was sold to Eric P. Newman nearly 40 years ago and 
is now a permanent part of the Eric P. Newman Educational Foundation, Inc. The 
third specimen was given to a Tulane University professor named Biddle. This 
coin was later owned by New York dealer Lester Merkin, who sold it in 1971 to 
a northeast collector and CSA enthusiast in whose 

collection it still resides. 

The fourth specimen of the Confederate States Half Dollar, the one 
offered, has the most illustrious and important history of them all. This example 
was presented to CSA Treasury Secretary Memminger, then in Richmond, 
Virginia. Secretary Memminger in turn presented it to President Jefferson Davis, 
as a specimen of the first official coinage of the Confederacy. President Davis 
kept it as a personal pocket piece throughout the war and was in possession of it 
on May 10, 1865, when he was captured at Irwinville, Georgia by Federal troops. 
Realizing that the coin would be a notable prize of war if found, President Davis 
secreted it among his wife's belongings in her steamer trunk. There the coin 
remained until May 22, when the president and his wife arrived in their transport 
off Fortress Monroe, Virginia. There, Federal officers entered his private cabin 
and, not content with taking his specimen of the 1863 Battle of Sabine Pass 
medal, rifled even his wife's belongings and found the Confederate Half Dollar. 
One officer took President Davis' CSA Half Dollar and it disappeared from 
general sight for many decades. 

Then, in May 1961, nearly 100 years to the day since the coin was struck, 
President Davis' coin reappeared. The present owner of the coin purchased it at a 
coin show and has owned it ever since. Investigation of the coin's whereabouts 
between 1865 and 1961 have revealed some little information. It had once been 
owned by a family named Bream resident in Pennsylvania. In 1950, Mark Bream 
told William Philpott that the coin had been bought by Bream's father from a 
soldier, who in turn said he had taken it from President Davis' belongings. 
Philpott published this story in The Numismatist in January, 1951, ten years 
before the coin reappeared in numismatic circles. Bream also told Philpott that 
he had shown the coin to friends at a 1936 meeting of the Washington 
Numismatic Society in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

That this coin must have been President Davis' own specimen is certain. It is 
proven by the fact that the other three can be definitely traced back to their 
original, April 1861 VIP owners. Since only four specimens were ever coined, the 
fourth must be Jefferson Davis' coin. 

President Jefferson Davis' keepsake 1861 Confederate States Half Dollar has 
been owned by the same CSA enthusiast collector since 1961. Over the years, he 
has received many offers to sell it. He has now decided that it is time to pass the 
coin on to a new generation of friends of the Lost Cause. It is the only specimen 
of the four made that is available for purchase. Only one collector will be 
fortunate enough to own this coin. The lucky new owner will join the ranks of the 
extremely select few who have been privileged to possess this coin. Even Louis 
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Eliasberg, who owned one of nearly every American coin ever made, including 
the unique 1870 'S' Three Dollar Gold piece, was never able to acquire an original 
Confederate Half Dollar for his collection. 


Through the courtesy of Stack's and the efforts of Cindy Grellman, each 
member of the CWTS receives a copy of a postcard print of the famous Davis half 
dollar. Extra copies may be requested from Dale Cade. Please enclose an SASE 
large enough to hold the card! 






Designs Selected for Civil 
War Commemorative Coins 





Director of the Mint Philip N. Diehl today [November 30, 1994] 
announced that the designs for the three Civil War Battlefield Coins to be 
issued in March 1995 by the U.S. Mint have been approved by Secretary 
of the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen. The coin series features a clad (copper 
and nickel) half dollar, a silver dollar, and a gold five dollar coin. 


Obverse designs of each coin are by artist and historian Don Troiani, 
known for his historically accurate paintings and limited edition prints of 
Civil War scenes. Reverse designs are by Mint sculptors/engravers Alfred 
Maletsky for the gold five dollar coin, John Mereanti for the silver dollar and 
T. James Ferrell for the clad half dollar. 


Issuance of the coins coincides with the centenary of the movement, 
begun by Civil War veterans from both sides, to preserve historic 
battlefields. 


Surcharges included in prices of each coin will be paid to the Civil War 
Trust and designated for preservation of Civil War battlefields. Surcharges 
are $35 for the gold five dollar coin, $7 for the silver dollar, and $2 for the 
half dollar. If all 3.3 million coins authorized to be minted are sold, 821.5 
million in surcharges will be generated. 
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U.S. Civil War Battlefield Coins Unveiled at 
Mill Springs, Kentucky, Battlefield Dedication 


On Saturday, January 21, 1995, the Treasurer of the United States, 
Mary Ellen Withrow, made the first public showing of the 1995 Civil War 
Battlefield Commemorative Coins at the Mill Springs, Kentucky, battlefield 
during a ceremony honoring its inclusion as one of America's National His- 
toric Landmarks on the 133rd anniversary of the battle. 


Ms. Withrow displayed blow-ups of three 1995 U.S. Civil War com- 
memorative coins: a clad (copper and nickel) half dollar, a silver dollar and 
a gold five dollar coin. Authorized to be minted by a 1992 Act of Congress, 
they commemorate 100 years of Civil War battlefield preservation, dating 
from the establishment of the Gettysburg National Military Park in 1895. 
The surcharge portion of the price of each coin sold will go to The Civil 
War Trust to help preserve endangered Civil War battlefields. 


Shortly after dawn on January 19, 1862, approximately 4,000 Confed- 
erate troops engaged an equal number of Union forces in a sharp fight at 
Logan's Creek near Mill Springs, Kentucky. The fighting lasted about three 
hours and resulted in nearly 800 casualties, including the Southern com- 
mander, General Zollicoffer, who was killed. It was a defeat for Southern 
forces, one that opened up Tennessee to invasion. 


At Mill Springs, a grant from The Civil War Trust, combined with the 
efforts of the Mill Springs Battlefield Association and the cooperation of 
local landowners, has preserved over 19 acres of original battlefield. This 
is in addition to the National Cemetery., established in 1866, where many 
of the Confederate and Union dead are buried. 


Civil War Battlefield Commemorative Coin Program 
Launched in Ceremony at Philadelphia Mint. 


Philadelphia, PA: Three 1995 Civil War Battlefield Commemorative 
Coins officially became available to the public today following a launch 
ceremony at the Philadelphia Mint. 


The coins -- a gold five dollar, a silver dollar and a cupro-nickel half 
dollar - commemorate a century of efforts to preserve Civil War battlefields 
that began with the establishment of Gettysburg National Military Park in 
1895. 
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by Mark Borckardt 


Robert Lovett, Jr., spent one of his Confederate States of 
America cents in a west Philadelphia bar back in 1873. Prior 
to this time, only Lovett and his wife knew of the existence of 
sucha coin. Captain John W. Haseltine and J. Colvin Randall 
each became aware of this coin and, in conference, decided to 
enter a joint venture if either were fortunate to acquire the 
piece. Haseltine visited the bartender and immediately recog- 
nized the cent to be the work of Lovett, a private diesinker 
who had produced many tokens with a similar woman’s head 
motif on the obverse. He learned that while Lovett had 
inadvertantly spent one ofhis coins, he still had nearly a dozen 
more. After several visits, Haseltine finally convinced Lovett 
to part with the remaining cents and the dies. 

Most of what we know of the Confederate cent today 
comes from two early sources. The first is a “Circular to 
Collectors,” dated April 2, 1874, and issued by Haseltine and 
Randall. The second is the text of an address by Captain 
Haseltine to the 1908 ANA convention in Philadelphia. 

Lovett was commissioned by the Confederate government 
to produce the cent. He engraved the dies and 
struck 12 examples before hiding the dies 
and coins. His wife was very concerned 
about a potential charge of treason. 
The obverse carries a bust of Liberty 
wearing a cap, facing right. The leg- 
end CONFEDERATESTATES OF 
AMERICA is found around the ob- 
verse while the date, 1861, is below. 
The reverse contains a wreath of cotton, 
sugar cane, and tobacco around the denomi- 
nation, 1 CENT. According to Haseltine in his 1908 
ANA address, the order to produce these cents came to 
Lovett through a well known Philadelphia jewelry firm, 
recalling Bailey & Co. as the go-between. 

After discovering the Confederate cent, according to the 
circular, Haseltine and Randall had a limited number of 
restrikes produced in copper, silver, and gold. None were 
struck in the copper-nickel composition of Lovett’s original 
coins, preserving the integrity of the originals. These restrikes 
were struck by Peter L. Krider of Philadelphia. However, they 
are known today as “Haseltine Restrikes.” Regarding the 
design, the authors of the circular noted “although the 
Southern Confederacy did not adopt this piece, it will always 
be considered interesting as the only coinage designed for said 


A Closer Look 


at the Confederate Cent 

















Rare Coin Review No. 106 


Confederacy.” This circular cites a produc- 
tion of seven gold, 12 silver, and 55 copper 
restrikes, along with 12 originals. We will 
assume these to be the actual mintage figures 
for these coins. Later, during his talk to the 
ANA convention, Haseltine noted different 
mintage figures of three gold, five silver, and 
55 copper. These figures are the source of the 
often quoted mintage figures in more recent 
descriptions of the coin. He recalled the die 
broke on the 59th coin struck, with one piece 
still in existence showing the die break. ' 

The original dies for the Confederate cent 
have their pedigree traced successively to 
Robert Lovett, Jr.; John W. Haseltine; Henry 
Chapman; Judson Brenner; Virgil Brand and 
the Brand estate; John J. Ford, Jr.; Q. David 
Bowers; and Robert Bashlow, who donated them to the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

While owning the dies, 
Chapman combined the Confed- 
erate reverse die with an obverse 
die of a Washington medal (also 
engraved by Lovett). The muling 
is apparently unique; its where- 
abouts today are unknown. Later, 
Robert Bashlow had transfer dies 
made from the originals and used 
these to strike unknown quantities 
of “Second Restrikes” in a wide 
variety ofcompositions. These were 
struck in 1961 to celebrate the 
centennial of the original issue and 
the beginning of the Civil War. 
“Bashlow Restrikes” as they are 
sometimes known, were produced 
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in copper, silver, gold, platinum, nickel-silver, goldine, lead, 
aluminum, tin, zinc, and red fiber by Aug. Frank in Philadel- 
phia. These second restrikes are easily distinguished by the 
presence of bulges and raised die “cracks” from damage the 
die received in the form of hammer blows and chisel marks. 
Regarding the current value of the various 
issues, our estimates for attractive Uncircu- 
lated examples are: 

Original - $20,000 to $25,000; 
Haseltine restrike in copper - $3,500 to 
$4,000, silver - $7,500 to $8,500, and 
gold - $20,000 to $25,000. 

The extensive history of the Con- 
federacy includes much of importance 

to the numismatist. Financial needs cre- 
ated the pattern Confederate cent and half 

dollar along with a wide range of actually-used 
currency and bond issues. Occasionally, history leads to sur- 
prise. Not long ago, this author received a report of a gentle- 
man who claims to have a Confederate five-dollar gold piece. 
Such a report is doubted. However, at one time Haseltine 
doubted the existence of the cent as well. 





The text of Haseltine’s address, reprinted in The Numismatist, March 
1919, page 103, states the die broke after striking the 59th coin. We would 


assume this was meant to be the 55th copper coin. 
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| read Joel Orosz' most recent "Printer's Devil" 
with interest. Joel writes nicely, with an even style. 
Although | pride myself on being au courant with 
things internet-ish | confess | do not have a CD 
drive in my home computer. Consequently, | can't 
appreciate the pleasures of The Riches of Coins 
CD and must rely on Joel's review for my infor- 
mation about its contents. 

Joel mentions an interview with Eric Newman, 
in which Newman talks about some of the high- 
lights from his own collection. Joel mentions two 
of them, the 1792 gold Washington President 
piece and the 1861 Confederate half dollar. Ac- 
cording to Joel's story, Newman claims that the 
former was Washington's own pocket.piece and 
the latter may have been Jefferson Davis' own 
specimen. These are pretty impressive pedigrees, 
to say the least, but I'm afraid they cannot posi- 
tively be substantiated. 

The first owner of the gold 1792 Washington 
President piece | know of was Gustavus Myers. 
In 1855 he took it to the US Mint in Philadelphia 
to ask officials there if they knew anything about 
its origins. Mint officers could tell him nothing be- 
yond their supposition that the piece had been 
made in Birmingham, England. The Mint did not 
tell Myers that the piece had once been 
Washington's. Myers learned nothing more about 
the piece. He later gave it to Colonel Mendes 
Cohen. 

The earliest claim | know of that links the 1792 
gold piece to Washington is in Edward Cogan's 
catalogue description of it for the Mendes Cohen 
sale (October 25, 1875), in which Cogan wrote 
that he thought it was “...most probably struck in 
compliment to General Washington...and that it 
was...possibly used as a pocket piece..." Cohen 
did not claim that the piece was Washington's own 
although his description was crafted to leave that 
impression with the reader. Cogan concluded by 
excusing what he had written about its link to 
Washington with these words "Be this as it may, it 
will be invaluable to any one collecting Washing- 
ton Coins or Medals." 


Crosby knew of the gold piece and mentioned it 
on page 356 of The Early Coins of America 
(1875). Crosby did not call it Washington's pocket 
piece, either. He simply stated his belief that it 
was part of a pattern proposal for a coinage con- 
tract, along with the silver and copper specimens 
known of the same type. 

William S. Baker listed the gold piece in his 
Medallic Portraits of Washington (1885) and like 
Crosby before him, made no claim for its being 
more than what it appeared to be on its face, a 
unique and enigmatic coin struck from what Baker 
called experimental dies. 

In 1890, when the piece was next catalogued 
for sale, the previously conjectural connection to 
Washington had begun to harden into fact. It was 
described in the Parmelee sale catalogue as "It is 
very probable that Washington had this pocket 
piece given him and the slight wear it shows would 
indicate its use as a pocket piece." This is a nice 
bit of tautology, of course, in which slight wear 
shows that a pocket piece is a pocket piece! The 
cataloguer's reasons for writing as he did is prob- 
ably as much an attempt to make something enig- 
matic more understandable as it was an exercise 
in salesmanship. 

H. P. Smith, himself, bought the coin for $220, 
and after a span during which its whereabouts 
are untraceable, it was subsequently owned by 
Wayte Raymond, Colonel E. H. R. Green, B. G. 
Johnson, and most recently Eric Newman. By the 
time Newman wrote his apologia for the piece, in 
Studies on Money in Early America, (1976), what 
had begun as just a possibility for Ed Cogan in 
1875 and a probability for Smith in 1890 became 
a century later a certainty, for Newman unhesi- 
tatingly titled his story “George Washington's 
Unique 1792 Pattern in Gold". 

Washington's well publicized refusal to allow 
his portrait to appear on the obverse of the na- 
tional coinage in 1792 suggests to me that the 
last thing he would have carried around in his 
pocket would have been a gold pattern coin with 
his portrait on it. The unique gold 1792 Washing- 
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ton piece is important enough in its own right not 
to need enhancement by what appears to be an 
unsupportable pedigree. 

Four examples of the 1861 Confederate half 
dollar are known. Newman's specimen has been 
pedigreed as follows: New Orleans Mint; Dr. E. 
Ames of New Orleans; his son; the Ames family; 
unknown intermediaries; a Rondout, New York tai- 
lor named Marks Jacobs, who is said to have 
found the coin in a roll of federal half dollars and 
could not spend it since local merchants refused 
it as fake; Tom Elder, to whom Jacobs showed 
the coin in 1910 and sold it in 1912; H. O. Gran- 
berg; William Woodin; Waldo Newcomer; Colo- 
nel Green; B. G. Johnson; Eric Newman nearly 
40 years ago. In the August, 1946 issue of The 
Numismatist what would later become Newman's 
coin was offered on a "Price on Request" basis 
by the Celina Coin Company (Ted and Carl 
Brandts. Celina handled some of the rarest coins 
of them all in the middle 1940s, including an1884 
and 1885 trade dollar, the unique 1870-S $3, and 
an Unc.1796 With Pole half cent, to name just 
some. Celina is said to have gotten these rarities 
from B. G. Johnson). Newman showed the coin 
publicly at the April, 1957 meeting of the Central 
States Numismatic Convention. To the best of my 
knowledge, Newman's statement on the Riches 
of Coins CD that his coin may have been Jefferson 
Davis' own is the first time such a claim has ever 
been made for it. The reconstructed pedigree for 
Newman's coin leaves no room for its ownership 
by Jefferson Davis. | would like to know on what 
basis Newman could claim the Davis pedigree for 
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his coin. 

An entirely different specimen of the 1861 Con- 
federate half dollar has been pedigreed as 
Jefferson Davis' own coin, the only one that, by 
process of elimination, could have been sent to 
the CSA government in Richmond. This is the 
piece given by the New Orleans Mint to CSA Sec- 
retary of the Treasury C. G. Memminger. Memm- 
inger presented it to Davis, from whom it was sto- 
len by Union soldiers just before Davis was trans- 
ferred to Fortress Monroe in May, 1865 (Davis' 
Sabine Pass medal was also stolen at the same 
time). Between 1865 and 1951 the coin was 
owned by various men, including one named Mark 
Bream of Cashtown, PA, who had owned it in 1936 
and who showed it that year to friends during the 
Washington Numismatic Society's meeting at 
Gettysburg. Its existence was published to the 
collecting world in the January, 1951 issue of The 
Numismatist. In 1961 it was bought at a coin show 
by the present owner. This coin is available for 
sale. 

Of the two other 1861 CSA half dollars known, 
one was kept by the chief coiner of the New Or- 
leans Mint and is now at the ANS and the other 
was presented to Professor Riddle (in 1879 the 
name was given as Biddle) of New Orleans and 
is owned by a New England collector. Neither of 
them was presented to or owned by Jefferson 
Davis. 

It seems to me that neither of the pedigrees 
Newman claimed for these two coins can stand. 


Mike Hoover 
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Choice 1861-O Half Dollar 


Choice Proof 1858 50c Coined by the C.S.A. 


445 1858 Proof-63. “Type I” reverse. Another specimen of this desirable 
issue. A splendid strike with all details fully rendered including 
the eagle’s claws. The fields are largely free of the lintmarks usual- 
ly encountered on examples of the issue. The central areas have 
light champagne toning which deepens to a rich golden color at 
the rims. Some faint hairlines are noted in the fields, indicative of 
a light cleaning long ago. 


Gem Proof 1859 Half Dollar 


449 1861-O MS-63. Coined by the Confederate States of America. & 
choice, lustrous example having blushes of lovely coppery irideg 
cence over smooth pearl-gray surfaces. Most of the design detai 
are boldly rendered. # 

In April 1861, subsequent to the take over of the New Orleang 
Mint by Confederate authorities, four pattern strikings were pro 
duced using a federal obverse die, and a newly designed Com 

446 1859 Proof-65. “Type |” reverse. A nicely preserved specimen faintly federate reverse. Subsequent to the striking of the patterns, the o 
toned in appealing champagne and heather hues. Some scarcely verse die was used in combination with a federal reverse to strila 
noticeable hairlines are present, and are mentioned for accuracy. 1861-O business strikes which can only be distinguished from tt 

earlier federal issues by the presence of diagnostic die cracks. Ak 

though it is known that 962,633 1861-O half dollars were coined 
under Confederate authority, only those pieces produced using tha 

cracked obverse die can be attributed with certainty to the C.S.& 

The obverse used on the 1861 C.S.A. half dollars has a fine crag 
extending from the bridge of Miss Liberty’s nose to the rim nea 
the 7th star. On the half dollar offered here, the same crack is prem 
ent, and an additional crack extends from the bottom of the rog 
through Miss Liberty’s foot to the 13th star. Hence this piece mam 
have been struck after the four 1861 C.S.A. half dollars sometim®, 

in late April 1861. The Mint closed on April 30, 1861. a 
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447 1859-S AU-58 to MS-60. Frosty and largely brilliant with just a 
nuance of golden iridescence. An infrequently offered issue in high 
grades of condition. : 


Gem Uncirculated 1861 50c 





450 1861-O MS-60. Satiny and attractively toned in appealing SM 
of gold and lilac gray. . 
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451 1862-S AU-55. “Type I” reverse. A pleasing example exhibiting 
champagne iridescence. 
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448 1861 MS-64. Brilliant and frosty with nearly all design details defined 
to full advantage. This example is largely free of hairlines, and thus 
is probably not from the Guatemala Hoard. 
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